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Seattle, Washington

he Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition

elevated Seattle and the region onto the
world stage in 1909. One hundred years later the
City of Seattle and organizations throughout the
region have joined together to celebrate the
A-Y-P Centennial. Each organization has
explored the elements that highlight and relate
to its own work. The websites ayp100.org and
www.aype.org have calendars of events and
activities where one can learn about the fair
from many different perspectives, just as the
A-Y-P brought so many diverse experiences
together for all to enjoy.

Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks has
chosen to focus on the Olmsted design of
the Exposition grounds and its lasting legacy for
the University of Washington. Contained in this
second edition of the Olmsted Centennial News
are reprints of articles from the first decade of the
20th century when Seattle was taking bold steps
in planning for its future. The articles cover the
development and adoption of Olmsted’s 1903
park and boulevard plan and the preparations for
the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition starting in
1906. Olmsted’s 1908 supplemental park and
boulevard report, focused on Seattle’s newly
annexed areas of the city, is also included.
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Celebrating the Centennial of the
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition
1909-2009

Together these articles provide an insight into
the first years of the 1900s when Seattle and its
civic leaders undertook major projects to make
Seattle a beautiful city and encourage others to
join in building its future.

s part of the 2009 A-Y-P Centennial, the

University is printing a walking tour brochure,
installing interpretive signs, and hosting exhibits
at Suzzallo Library and Architecture Hall. The
Burke Museum is mounting an exhibit described
in the next column. Explore all of these when
on campus to join FSOP on one of its monthly
Saturday A-Y-P walking tours. Across the
ship canal, MOHALI is hosting an exhibit
“Photographing the Fair,” as well as several
conferences and workshops. MOHALI and the
Seattle Architecture Foundation are also leading
evening walking tours on the first Thursday of
the month, starting May 7. Additional web tour
information can be found at historylink.org and
depts.washington.edu/aypwalk/.

Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks will
produce a brochure Guide to the Olmsted
Legacy on the University Campus available at
FSOP walking tours and other venues. Join us
for these exciting events to learn more about the
legacy of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition.

Olmsted Legacy of the A-Y-P at
University of Washington Campus

Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks
Walking Tours

Last Saturdays ~ April-September 2009 ~ 10am-Noon

riends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks is leading free walking tours

to explore the Olmsted legacy of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific
Exposition and the evolution of the University of Washington campus.
The Olmsted Brothers, the renowned landscape architecture firm
from Brookline, Mass., prepared campus plans for the University and
designed the layout and landscape for the 1909 A-Y-P Exposition.
The tours will start with a slide presentation to give an overview of
the development of this legacy. The first walking tour on April 25 will
start at Cunningham Hall (on Stevens Way near 40th Street entrance)
- one of the few remaining structures from the A-Y-P Exposition.
Cunningham Hall will close for moving in May 2009, so tours May

through September will start at the Burke Museum. Space is limited for

the tours, so please reserve your place at Friends@SeattleOlmsted.

org or call 425-885-3173.

he centennial program of Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks

includes walking tours, presentations and the Olmsted Legacy
brochure that are made possible in part by a Humanities Washington
grant. The starting locations for the walking tours is provided courtesy
of the UW’s Cunningham Hall Women’s Center and the Burke

Museum of Natural History and Culture.

Additional Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks
Events for the A-Y-P Centennial

Dunn Gardens

June 5 & 6, 2009

Step Back in Time: Stroll an Historic Garden. See an Historic Ship
As part of the Dunn Gardens program, FSOP will speak on the Olmsted design of
the A-Y-P grounds and the tie to private estates and gardens. Info: dunngardens.org

Historic Seattle/MOHAI/FSOP
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Symposium

June 20 & 21, 2009

This symposium, hosted at MOHALI, will set the stage for understanding the
A-Y-P Exposition in the context of previous and subsequent fairs and important
nationwide civic and parks movements. Info and registration: historicseattle.org

Forum (details to be announced)
The Future of the Legacy

October 15, 2009

The Burke Museum

May 30 — November 29, 2009

Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition: Indigenous Voices Reply
The Burke Museum marks the A-Y-P Centennial with an exhibit examining the
representation of indigenous peoples at the fair, looking at how the fair shaped the
history of the Burke Museum, and providing a forum for native indigenous voices
of today to reply. Historic photo enlargements, cultural objects displayed during
the fair, and contemporary artwork and video commentary along with texts will be

used to present and explore the story. This exhibit challenges us all to consider how

we have changed or stayed the same after 100 years.

On May 30, 2009, as part of the opening of the exhibit at the Burke Museum,
Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks will lead two addmonal walking lours for

exhibit attendees. For info and times:

bur
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FSOP EVENTS FOR A-Y-P CENTENNIAL

May 30 -

June 27 -
July 25 -

April 25 - Walk (10:00 am at Cunningham Hall)

‘Walks (10:00 am at Burke Museum)

June 5/6 - Talks at Dunn Garden

June 20/1 - Historic Seattle/MOHAI/FSOP Symposium
‘Walk (10:00 am at Burke Museum)

‘Walk (10:00 am at Burke Museum)

August 29 - Walk (10:00 am at Burke Museum)

September 26 - Walk (10:00 am at Burke Museum)

October 15 - Forum (details TBA)

REGISTRATION FOR EVENTS

FSOP Walks at: Friends@SeattleOlmsted.org or 425-885-3173 (limit 40 spaces)
June 20-21 Symposium at: historicseattle.org or 206-622-6952
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GROUND PLAN OF
FAIR NOW READY

Landscape Artist Olmsted
Completes His Work
for the A.-Y.-P.
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