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FIRE PREVENTION:

KEEPING SAFE PLACES FOR LITTLE ONES

Fire departments across the nation
increase the intensity of their fire
prevention messages each
fall. True, Fire Prevention
Week was established to
commemorate the Great
Chicago Fire, October 9, 1871.
But the fact is, the drive to get
prevention messages out is
not as much to commemorate
a date as it is to address the
increased number of fires
which occur during the fall
and winter months. The US
experiences its highest rate
of fire death in the months

of December, January and
February. Sadly, statistics
show us that young children
are twice as likely to die in a
fire than the rest of the population. What
is even more sad is that many of the
fires and fire deaths can be prevented.

Following the manufacturer’s
recommendations for installing smoke
alarms and properly maintaining them
is a vital first step to saving lives. Eighty
percent of the fatal home fire victims
who were children were killed by fires in
homes without working smoke alarms.

Practice a fire escape plan. Practice
makes perfect. The more practice you
and the children in your care have

with your fire escape plan, the better.
Practice to the sound of the smoke
alarm. This will help children learn

to recognize the sound and react
appropriately. The more you do it, the
less scary it will be for the kids and the
more likely they will be able to do it on
their own should it ever be necessary.

Eliminating a child’s access to
matches, lighters or other
sources of ignition can save lives.
Check drawers, cupboards and shelves
to make sure that matches and lighters
are far out of the sight and reach of
children. You may be surprised at what
you can find on a thorough search of
your home or facility. Take the time to
make doubly sure that the children in
your care cannot find matches or lighters.

There are many potential fire hazards
in our homes and places of business.
Completing a fire safety inspection and
correcting any risks can truly prevent a
fire from happening.

Heaters are a common cause of fires
during the fall and winter. Make sure
your home heating system has been
maintained. Keep things that can burn,
like furniture and bedding away from
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A CHILD'S LIFE IS LIKE
A PIECE OF PAPER ON
WHICH EVERY PASSERBY
LEAVES A MARK.

- CHINESE PROVERB
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Il FIRE PREVENTION MONTH

SAFETY CHECKLIST FOR PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS

HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLAN

B Your children can visually identify
the smoke alarms in your home and
they know what the alarm sounds
like when it is activated.

B An escape plan has been discussed
and explained to the children and
other members of the family.

B Have a planned fire drill. This
will make it less scary for young
children. Activate the smoke alarm
and practice getting out of the house
and meeting at a designated family
meeting place.

B Praise the children for successfully
completing the drill. Be sure
to repeat the fire drill regularly.
Preschools and daycares are
required to have monthly fire drills.
The day your children have their fire
drill at school is a good day to have
your fire drill at home.

For more information on home

fire escape planning, go to www.
seattle.gov/fire/pubEd/homesafety/
homeFireSafety.htm

FIRE PREVENTION
CHECKLIST

B Furniture, toys, clothes and other
items that can burn are kept away
from baseboard heaters.

B Portable heaters are placed at least
three feet from bedding, furniture,
toys, etc. Children should not play
near portable heaters.

B The fireplace has a sturdy screen.
Children should not play near lit
fireplaces or heating stoves.

B Extension cords that are in use
are in the open and only used
temporarily and are not run under
rugs or tacked to walls.

B You keep paper items, pot holders,
towels, etc. away from your stove
top, even when it is not in use.

M Children do not play in the kitchen
— there are many hazards in the
kitchen that can hurt children
(scalds, burns, poisons, etc.).

B You always stay in the kitchen when
the stove or oven are one. You
always attend to your cooking.

B Matches and lighters are kept out of
the reach of children.
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OCTOBER 6
West Seattle Library 10:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 7

Central Library 10:30 a.m.
Fire Chief Gregory Dean,
Guest Reader

High Point Library 10:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 8

Columbia Library 10:30 a.m.
Fire Marshal John Nelson,
Guest Reader

Il OCTOBER IS FIRE PREVENTION MONTH!

OCTOBER 13
Green Lake Library 10:30 a.m.
Madrona Library 10:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 14

Rainier Beach Library 10:30 a.m.
Deputy Chief James Woodbury,
Guest Reader

Broadview Library 10:30 a.m.

Queen Anne Library 10:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 21
North East Library 11:30 a.m.

heaters. Never leave a portable

closely if there is a heater around
to prevent burns and injuries.

Unattended cooking is
another leading cause of fires, that
also contributes to burn and scald
injuries in young children. Never leave

heater unattended. Watch children

KEEPING LITTLE ONES SAFE continved from page 1

cooking unattended and teach children
to play away from your cooking area.

Additional fire safety tips are outlined
in a checklist on page 2. It is geared
for parents and caregivers of young
children to help them make sure their
home or care facility is a safe place for
kids to learn and grow.

FIRE DRILLS

Every month, when you have your fire
drill at preschool, send materials home
to parents recommending they practice a
home fire drill with their preschooler.

SING-A-LONG SONG
Fire Drill by Unknown
Did you ever have a fire drill?
We had one today.
Our teacher told us what to do
So we would be OK.
There really was no fire at all.
It was only a drill
We walked out to the schoolyard
And stood there very still.
We could not talk or run or play.
Until the drill was through.
Now, if there really is a fire,
We know just what to do.

BOOKS TO READ

NO DRAGONS FOR TEA by Jean Penaziwol
An unusual friendship and fire safety les-
sons. This story is a fun, non-scary way
of teaching little ones fire safety.

ARTHUR’S FIRE DRILL by Marc Tolon Brown
Arthur helps his sister learn that fire drills
aren’t things to be scared about. The

whole family learns fire safety from D.W.

I AM FIRE by Jean Marzollo

This story teaches children that fire is a
tool that grown-ups use. It also teaches
about fire dangers and how to be fire
safe.

FIRE SAFETY IS A LEARNED

BEHAVIOR Show children how to
be fire safe. Be fire safe in front of them
and teach by example.
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RESOURCES
Fire Safety BY BIC CO RPO RATION
Education for IDEAL FOR:
Children B Preschool Teachers and Daycare Providers
s e B Firefighters
DESCRIPTION:
Teaches four important lessons in fire safety:
B My Friend the Firefighter
M Stop! Drop! And Roll!
Fire safety B Crawl! Low Under Smoke!
education kits B Safe for Play! Keep Away!

are available

Each Play safe! Be safe! kit contains:
for free loan

from the B 20-minute video featuring “Firefighter Dan”
Seattle Fire M Color story/flash cards
Department B Dress the Firefighter activity board
Education M Safe for Play! Keep Away! activity board
Office by B Keep Away! card game
calling B Comprehensive teacher’s manual
206.386.1338. and resource book

REFERENCES:

B Endorsement: New York State Professional
Firefighters Association
B Award: Director’s Choice Award for

Follow-up with

a fire station Best Curriculum, Early Childhood News, 1997.

tour or visit To purchase your own copy for $12, contact Fireproof Children

from your local at 585.264.0840 or access their online order form at

firefighters. www.fireproofchildren.com/documents/psbsenglistorderform.pdf.
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