CITY OF SEATTLE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

PUBLIC DEFENSE SERVICES
Bid Date:  March 10, 2008
The City of Seattle’s Office of Policy & Management (OPM) is seeking proposals from law firms that can provide effective counsel to indigent defendants charged in Seattle Municipal Court with misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor crimes. Proposals meeting the requirements of this RFP will only be accepted from non-profit law firms (i.e. a 501(c)3 or similar IRS tax status). 

The City of Seattle is responsible for providing indigent defense services to persons charged with misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor crimes who meet certain financial eligibility criteria.  Seattle currently contracts with two non-profit law firms to provide public defense services.  This RFP will change the structure of the City’s defense services by seeking to contract with three non-profit law firms.  Seattle will contract directly with a single non-profit law firm to handle approximately 4,180 cases as the primary public defender (Primary Defender) for the City.  A contract with a second non-profit law firm (Secondary Defender) will handle approximately 2,660 cases.   A third public defender agency (Third Defender) will handle cases where both the Primary and Secondary agencies have a conflict (estimated to be 75-130 cases) in addition to the administration of assigned counsel cases (where all three defender agencies have identified a conflict.)

Bidders’ Conference: February 13, 2008, at 1:00 p.m. in Conference Room 370 on the third floor of Seattle City Hall (600 Fourth Avenue between Cherry and James).
Proposals Due: March 10, 2008, 4:00 p.m. to the Office of Policy & Management, 600 Fourth Ave., 6th Floor, P.O. Box 94745, Seattle, WA 98124-4745. Late proposals will not be accepted. 
Notification of Awards: March 28, 2008
See website for more information and a link to the RFP: http://www.seattle.gov/financedepartment/
The RFP Coordinator is:

Linda Taylor-Manning, Policy Advisor
Office of Policy & Management
600 Fourth Ave., 6th Floor
P.O. Box 94745

Seattle, WA 98124-4745

Telephone: 206-684-8376
Linda.Taylor-Manning@seattle.gov

