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Scientific & Popular Consensus…

Federal Inaction…



Seattle’s Climate Seattle’s Climate 
Protection InitiativeProtection Initiative

Two core componentsTwo core components

US Mayors Climate Protection AgreementUS Mayors Climate Protection Agreement
•• ToTo inspireinspire a movement…a movement…

Seattle Climate Action PlanSeattle Climate Action Plan
•• ToTo get itget it donedone at home…at home…



• Started in by Mayor 2005 out of concern over 
climate change impacts and federal inaction

• Pledged that Seattle would meet the Kyoto
Protocol targets for United States

• Challenged mayors around the country to
pledge the same and set target of 141 US cities





Seattle Climate Action PlanSeattle Climate Action Plan

Based on recommendations of the Mayor’sBased on recommendations of the Mayor’s
Green Ribbon CommissionGreen Ribbon Commission
Outlines Climate Protection Initiative’sOutlines Climate Protection Initiative’s

-- GoalsGoals
-- StrategiesStrategies
-- ActionsActions

Highlights over $41 million of City Highlights over $41 million of City 
investment in climateinvestment in climate--related actionsrelated actions



Climate Protection Goals:Climate Protection Goals:
What do we want to achieve?What do we want to achieve?

ReduceReduce climate pollutionclimate pollution
›› NearNear--term Goal: 7% by 2012term Goal: 7% by 2012
›› LongLong--term Goal: 80% by 2050term Goal: 80% by 2050

GrowGrow the green economythe green economy
PreparePrepare for a changing climatefor a changing climate



Seattle’s Carbon Footprint



Climate Protection Strategies:Climate Protection Strategies:
How are we going to get there?How are we going to get there?

Transportation Choices & Compact CommunitiesTransportation Choices & Compact Communities
›› Strategy:Strategy: Develop transportation choices and Develop transportation choices and 

compact neighborhoodscompact neighborhoods
›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Fewer vehicle miles traveledFewer vehicle miles traveled

Clean Energy & Efficient BuildingsClean Energy & Efficient Buildings
›› Strategy:Strategy: Promote climatePromote climate--friendly energy, materials,                      friendly energy, materials,                      

design and operations for homes and businessesdesign and operations for homes and businesses
›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Buildings and infrastructure that                               Buildings and infrastructure that                               

use clean energy efficientlyuse clean energy efficiently



Climate Protection Strategies:Climate Protection Strategies:
How are we going to get there?How are we going to get there?

Green EconomyGreen Economy
›› Strategy:Strategy: Grow climateGrow climate--friendly friendly 

sectors, businesses, and jobssectors, businesses, and jobs
›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Economic Economic 

growthgrowth——jobs and investmentjobs and investment——in in 
the clean economythe clean economy

Clean Fuels & FleetsClean Fuels & Fleets
›› Strategy:Strategy: Increase fuel efficiency, new Increase fuel efficiency, new 

vehicle technology, and use of vehicle technology, and use of 
biofuelsbiofuels

›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Vehicles that emit Vehicles that emit 
less climate pollutionless climate pollution



Climate Protection Strategies:Climate Protection Strategies:
How are we going to get there?How are we going to get there?

PreparednessPreparedness
›› Strategy:Strategy: Understand and plan for likely Understand and plan for likely 

impacts of climate change impacts of climate change 
›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Infrastructure and Infrastructure and 

systems are resilient to changes from global systems are resilient to changes from global 
warmingwarming

MeasurementMeasurement
›› Strategy:Strategy: Measure progress toward Measure progress toward 

climate protection goalsclimate protection goals
›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Understand where we Understand where we 

are making progress; where we need to are making progress; where we need to 
do moredo more



Climate Protection Strategies:Climate Protection Strategies:
How are we going to get there?How are we going to get there?

Community MobilizationCommunity Mobilization
›› Strategy:Strategy: Engage employees, Engage employees, 

residents, and businesses in climate residents, and businesses in climate 
solutionssolutions

›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Seattle residents Seattle residents 
and businesses lower their carbon and businesses lower their carbon 
footprintfootprint

Leadership, LeverageLeadership, Leverage
›› Strategy:Strategy: Advocate strong climate Advocate strong climate 

policy, share lessons learned, and policy, share lessons learned, and 
lead by examplelead by example

›› Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Federal and state Federal and state 
policies that advance local climate policies that advance local climate 
solutionssolutions





Seattle Climate Action NowSeattle Climate Action Now

Encourages Encourages every Seattle residentevery Seattle resident to take to take 
action on climate change.action on climate change.

SolutionSolution--oriented, grassrootsoriented, grassroots effort to talk effort to talk 
about global warming in the context of about global warming in the context of 
what CAN be done about it.what CAN be done about it.

Together, Together, we CAN make a difference!we CAN make a difference!



Campaign ElementsCampaign Elements

SeattleCAN.orgSeattleCAN.org

Climate Action PartnersClimate Action Partners

Community Action DaysCommunity Action Days
Focus:  Home Energy and Focus:  Home Energy and 
Transportation ChoicesTransportation Choices



SeattleCAN.orgSeattleCAN.org -- OneOne--stop shop to help residents stop shop to help residents 
learn how to take climate action.learn how to take climate action.



Climate Action Partners Climate Action Partners -- Community and Community and 
business organizations talking about climate business organizations talking about climate 
solutions.solutions.



Climate Action Days Climate Action Days -- Community events where Community events where 
residents can take climate action.residents can take climate action.



So how are we doing?So how are we doing?



% below 1990% below 1990
SectorSector 20052005

Residential EnergyResidential Energy TotalTotal --27%27%

Per capitaPer capita --29%29%

Commercial EnergyCommercial Energy TotalTotal --20%20%

Per CapitaPer Capita --23%23%

Industrial Energy & ProcessingIndustrial Energy & Processing TotalTotal --16%16%

Per CapitaPer Capita --19%19%

TransportationTransportation TotalTotal +3%+3%

Per CapitaPer Capita --1%1%

TOTALTOTAL TotalTotal --8%8%

Per CapitaPer Capita --11%11%



Comparing Seattle’sComparing Seattle’s
FootprintFootprint

2005 Population2005 Population Estimate of Annual Estimate of Annual 
GHG Emissions GHG Emissions 
(tons/year)(tons/year)

Per Capita Per Capita 
EmissionsEmissions
(tons/person/year)(tons/person/year)

Seattle Seattle 573,911573,911 6,600,0006,600,000 11.511.5

King CountyKing County 1,793,5831,793,583 23,000,00023,000,000 12.812.8

Central Puget SoundCentral Puget Sound 3,460,6433,460,643 47,500,00047,500,000 13.713.7

Washington State Washington State 6,256,4006,256,400 88,000,00088,000,000 14.114.1

United States United States 296,410,404296,410,404 7,100,000,0007,100,000,000 24.024.0



So is Seattle done?So is Seattle done?
We need toWe need to continue to work on emission continue to work on emission 
reduction strategiesreduction strategies
City Light’s Conservation Plan is City Light’s Conservation Plan is one one 
important stepimportant step to meeting our targetsto meeting our targets
But Seattle’s greenhouse gas emissions But Seattle’s greenhouse gas emissions 
areare projected to increaseprojected to increase in Seattle by 2012 in Seattle by 2012 
due to population and economic growthdue to population and economic growth
We’re only at 8% below 1990 We’re only at 8% below 1990 

LongLong--term goal isterm goal is 80% reduction80% reduction in in 
emissionsemissions


	City of Seattle �Climate Protection�Initiative�
	Seattle’s Climate �Protection Initiative
	Seattle Climate Action Plan
	Climate Protection Goals:�What do we want to achieve?
	Climate Protection Strategies:�How are we going to get there?
	Climate Protection Strategies:�How are we going to get there?
	Climate Protection Strategies:�How are we going to get there?
	Climate Protection Strategies:�How are we going to get there?
	Seattle Climate Action Now
	Campaign Elements
	SeattleCAN.org - One-stop shop to help residents learn how to take climate action.�
	Climate Action Partners - Community and business organizations talking about climate solutions.
	Climate Action Days - Community events where residents can take climate action. �
	So how are we doing?
	% below 1990
	Comparing Seattle’s�Footprint
	So is Seattle done?

