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Preface

This document presents the work of students in the second-year urban design studio 
at the University of Washington, Urban Design and Planning 508A, during the autumn 
quarter of 2003.  In close consultation with urban design and planning staff of the City 
of Seattle’s Department of Planning and Development, the studio explored the potential 
improvements and impacts of increased mixed-use and housing development in 
South Lake Union, focusing on the John Street and 8th Avenue corridors.  Referring to 
successful precedents in urban design and development regulation from Los Angeles, 
San Diego, Portland, Denver, Vancouver, BC, and elsewhere in Seattle among other cities, 
the students modeled and rendered alternative scenarios of building height and massing 
changes, open space design, street wall and pedestrian environment design, according 
to different building typology choices and development and preservation incentives, 
guidelines and regulations that the students themselves devised.  These explorations 
took into consideration the impacts of these scenarios on Seattle’s skyline, on important 
view corridors, and on the experience of being in the public realm.

The studio proceeded iteratively, in stages of research, invention, analysis of the 
impacts of invention, re-invention, and fi nal statements of policy implications.  Research 
especially focused on lessons from the experience of Vancouver, BC, and included a trip 
to Vancouver to meet with planning staff there and study residential densities in different 
city center neighborhoods that have developed according to different building typologies 
and regulatory policies and tools.
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