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Clarification of Curb Cut Provisions
Director’s Report 


Summary of the Legislation: 
In fall 2008, Council adopted Ordinance 122816, which allowed parking access and curb cut provisions to be designed to accommodate emergency vehicles at police and fire stations.  In winter 2009, Ordinance 122935 was adopted and unintentionally omitted these provisions in Sections 23.47A.032 and 23.54.030, in effect removing them from the Land Use Code.  The proposed legislation would reinstate the amendments intended by the adoption of those ordinances.  Additionally, various formatting corrections and other minor edits to 23.54.030.F, initially proposed in the 2009 Omnibus Bill have been moved to this ordinance to reduce the likelihood of further drafting errors.

The proposed amendments follow:

1. Reintroduce language from Ordinance 122816, giving the Director of the Department of Planning and Development discretion to decide on the number and width of curb cuts permitted for emergency vehicle access for police and fire stations.  These provisions are intended to accommodate the maneuvering needs of emergency vehicles and simplify the permit process for these projects.

2. Clarify the number and size of allowed curb cuts for access to residential and nonresidential uses.  Generally for residential uses, one ten-foot curb cut is allowed for each 80 feet of street frontage.  However, subsection 23.54.030.F.1.c provides that if a lot is on a principal arterial, one 23 foot curb cut is permitted for each 160’ of street frontage.  The amendment is intended to clarify how many 23-foot curb cuts may be located on the arterial, if a lot fronts on both an arterial and a non-arterial.  The proposed amendment would provide that the number of 23-foot curb cuts allowed on the arterial is calculated based on the amount of street frontage on the arterial.

3. Make formatting corrections and minor edits throughout.


Attachment A: Director’s Report, Clarification of Curb Cut Provisions

