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ORDINANCE _________________
AN ORDINANCE relating to land use and zoning; amending Sections 23.47A.032 and 23.54.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code to correct a drafting error and clarify the intent of Ordinances 122816 and 122935; ratifying and confirming prior acts; and clarifying curb cut development standards.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section   Section 23.47A.032 of the Seattle Municipal Code, which section was last amended by Ordinance 122935, is amended as follows:
23.47A.032 Parking location and access
* * *
D. Exceptions to parking location and access requirements.  
1. Access to off-street parking may be from a street ((when)) if, due to the relationship of an alley to the street system, use of the alley for parking access would create a significant safety hazard as determined by the Director.
2. If a lot borders an unopened right-of-way, the Director may apply the parking access and location requirements as if that street did not border the lot if, after consultation with the Director of Transportation, the Director determines that the street is unlikely to be opened or improved. 
3. On waterfront lots in the Shoreline District, parking may be located between the structure and the front lot line, if necessary to prevent blockage of view corridors or to keep parking away from the edge of the water as required by the Shoreline Master Program.
4. For fire and police stations, the Director shall determine the appropriate access to parking based upon needs of emergency and other vehicles and the configuration of the site. 
E. When an existing building is proposed to be expanded, the Director shall determine the location of parking and access with the goal of minimizing the impact of parking and access along the front lot line.
F. Access to a loading berth shall be from the alley if the lot abuts an alley improved to the standards of subsection 23.53.030.C, or if the Director determines that alley access is feasible and desirable to mitigate right-of-way impacts.
G. Parking shall be screened according to the provisions of Section 23.47A.016.
H. Surface Parking.
1. Pedestrian access through surface parking areas. Where a pedestrian entrance to one or more general sales and service or major durables retail sales uses greater in the aggregate than 30,000 square feet is oriented to a parking lot, a 5-foot-wide pedestrian walkway through the parking lot to the pedestrian entrance shall be provided for each 50 spaces of parking provided.
2. Surface parking separating the building from the street. Where a pedestrian entrance to one or more general sales and service or major durables retail sales uses greater in the aggregate than 30,000 square feet is oriented to a surface parking area separating a building from a street, at least one 5-foot-wide pedestrian walkway from the street to the pedestrian entrance shall be provided.

Section 2. Subsection F of Section 23.54.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code, which section was last amended by Ordinance 122935, is amended as follows:  
23.54.030 Parking space standards 
* * *
F.  The number of permitted curb cuts ((shall be)) is determined by whether the parking served by the curb cut is for residential or nonresidential use, and by the zone in which the use is located. ((When))If a curb cut is used for more than one use or for one or more live-work units, the requirements for the use with the largest curb cut requirements apply.
1.  Residential uses ((in single-family and multifamily zones and residential structures in all other zones.))
a. For lots not located on a principal arterial ((as)) designated on ((Exhibit A for 23.53.015)) the Arterial street map, Section 11.18.010, curb cuts are permitted ((as follows)) according to Table A for 23.54.030 :
Table A for 23.54.030
Curb Cuts for Non-Arterial Street or Easement Frontage

	Street or Easement
Frontage of the Lot 
	Number of Curb
Cuts Permitted

	0 --  80 feet    
	1

	81 --  160 feet    
	2

	161 --  240 feet    
	           3

	241 --  320 feet    
	           4



For lots with frontage in excess of 320 feet, the pattern established in Table A for 23.54.030 continues ((this pattern continues)).
b. Curb cuts shall not exceed a maximum width of 10 feet except that:
1) One curb cut greater than 10 feet but in no case greater than 20 feet in width may be substituted for each two curb cuts permitted by subsection 23.54.030.F.1.a; and
2)  A greater width may be specifically permitted by the development standards in a zone; and
3)  ((When))If subsection D of Section 23.54.030 requires a driveway greater than 10 feet in width, the curb cut may be as wide as the required width of the driveway.
c.  For lots on principal arterials designated on ((Exhibit A for 23.53.015)) the Arterial street map, Section 11.18.010, curb cuts of a maximum width of 23 feet are ((be permitted as follows)) permitted on the principal arterial according to Table B for 23.54.030:
Table B for 23.54.030
Curb Cuts for Arterial Street Frontage

	Street Frontage
Of the Lot
	Number of
Curb Cuts Permitted

	0 --  160 feet
	1

	161 --  320 feet
	2

	321 --  480 feet
	3



1)  For lots with street frontage in excess of 480 feet, ((this pattern)) the pattern established in Table B for 23.54.030 continues.
2)  On a lot that has both arterial and non-arterial street frontage, the total number of curb cuts on the arterial is calculated using only the length of the street property line on the arterial.
d.  There must be at least 30 feet between any two curb cuts located on a lot.
e.  A curb cut may be less than the maximum width permitted but shall be at least as wide as the minimum required width of the driveway it serves.
f.  ((Where)) If two adjoining lots share a common driveway according to the provisions of Section 23.54.030.D.1, the combined frontage of the two lots shall be considered one in determining the maximum number of permitted curb cuts.
2.  Nonresidential uses ((in single-family and multifamily zones, and)) in all ((other)) zones except industrial zones ((, all uses except residential structures)).
a.  Number of curb cuts.
1)  In RC zones and within Major Institution Overlay Districts, two-way curb cuts are ((permitted as follows)) permitted according to Table C for 23.54.030:
Table C for 23.54.030
Number of Curb Cuts in RC and Major Institution Overlay Districts

	Street Frontage
of the Lot
	Number of Curb   Cuts Permitted

	0--80 feet
	1

	81--240 feet
	2

	241--360 feet
	3

	361--480 feet
	4



For lots with frontage in excess of 480 feet, one curb cut is permitted for every 120 feet of street frontage((this pattern continues)). The Director may allow two one-way curb cuts to be substituted for one two-way curb cut, after determining that there would not be a significant conflict with pedestrian traffic.
2)  The Director shall determine the number and location of curb cuts in C1, C2, and SM zones.
3)  In downtown zones, a maximum of two curb cuts for one-way traffic at least 40 feet apart, or one curb cut for two-way traffic, shall be permitted on each street front where access is permitted by Section 23.49.019.H. No curb cut shall be located within 40 feet of an intersection. These standards may be modified by the Director as a Type I Master Use Permit decision on lots with steep slopes or other special conditions, to the minimum extent necessary to provide vehicular and pedestrian safety and facilitate a smooth flow of traffic.
4)  For public schools, the Director shall permit the minimum number of curb cuts that ((he or she)) the Director determines to be necessary.
5)  In NC zones, curb cuts shall be provided according to subsection 23.47A.032.A, or when 23.47A.032.A does not specify the maximum number of curb cuts, according to subsection 23.54.030.F.2.a.1).
6)  For police and fire stations, the Director shall permit the minimum number of curb cuts that the Director determines to be necessary to provide adequate maneuverability for emergency vehicles and access to the site for passenger vehicles.
b. Curb cut widths.
((())1) For one-way traffic, the minimum width of a curb cut((s)) is 12 feet, and the maximum width is 15 feet.
((())2) For two-way traffic, the minimum width of a curb cut((s)) is 22 feet, and the maximum width is 25 feet, except that the maximum width may be increased to 30 feet ((when))if truck and auto access are combined.
((())3) For public schools, the maximum width of a curb cut((s)) is 25 feet. Development standard departures may be granted or required pursuant to the procedures and criteria set forth in Chapter 23.79.
((())4) For fire and police stations, the Director may allow curb cuts up to, and no wider than, the minimum width necessary to provide access for official emergency vehicles that have limited maneuverability and that must rapidly respond to emergencies.  Curb cuts for fire and police stations are considered curb cuts for two-way traffic.
((())5) ((When))If one of the following conditions applies, the Director may require a curb cut of up to 30 feet in width, if it is found that a wider curb cut is necessary for safe access:
i. The abutting street has a single lane on the side that abuts the lot; or
ii. The curb lane abutting the lot is less than 11 feet wide; or
iii. The proposed development is located on an arterial with an average daily traffic volume of over 7,000 vehicles; or
iv. Off-street loading berths are required according to subsection A of Section 23.54.035.
c. The entrances to all garages accessory to nonresidential uses or live-work units and the entrances to all principal use parking garages shall be at least 6 feet 9 inches high.
3. All uses in industrial zones.
a. Number and location of curb cuts. The number and location of curb cuts will be determined by the Director.
b. Curb cut width. Curb cut width in industrial zones shall be as follows:
((())1) If the curb cut provides access to a parking area or structure, it must be a minimum of 15 feet wide and a maximum of 30 feet wide.
((())2) If the curb cut provides access to a loading berth, the maximum width may be increased to 50 feet.
((())3) Within the minimum and maximum widths established by this subsection, the Director shall determine the size of the curb cuts.
4. Curb cuts for access easements.
a. If a lot is crossed by an access easement serving other lots, the curb cut serving the easement may be as wide as the easement roadway.
b. The curb cut serving an access easement shall not be counted against the number or amount of curb cuts permitted to a lot if the lot is not itself served by the easement.
5. Curb cut flare. A flare with a maximum width of 2 ½ feet is permitted on either side of curb cuts in any zone.
6. Replacement of unused curb cuts. When a curb cut is no longer needed to provide access to a lot, the curb and any planting strip must be replaced.
* * *
	Section 3.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
	Passed by the City Council the ____ day of _________, 2009, and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this _____ day of __________, 2009.
						_________________________________
						President __________of the City Council

	Approved by me this ____ day of _________, 2009.

						_________________________________
						Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor
	Filed by me this ____ day of _________, 2009.

						____________________________________
			City Clerk
(Seal)
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