











DPD Seeks Electrical Contractor for Construction Codes Advisory Board

DPD relies heavily on the advice of professionals and
citizens in developing workable construction codes.
Seattle’s Construction Codes Advisory Board (CCAB)
is a |3-member voluntary board, appointed by the
Mayor and confirmed by the City Council. CCAB
advises DPD on proposed technical code amendments
and on Director’s Rules related to those codes (build-
ing, residential, energy, fuel gas, electrical and mechani-
cal codes) by providing input based on the members’
professional experience and point of view. CCAB also
hears applicant appeals of department decisions and
provides the code official with advisory opinions.
DPD is recruiting to fill the Construction Codes
Advisory Board electrical contractor position. We
are seeking qualified persons to apply for the position.
Please let any interested party know about this avail-
able position. The term runs through June 201 I.
CCAB meetings are held on an as-needed basis on
the Ist and 3rd Thursdays of the month from noon
until 2:00 p.m. in the Seattle Municipal Tower. Regular

attendance is important for continuity and decision-
making quorums. Seattle-based applicants are en-
couraged to apply. Residency is preferred, though not
required. Applicants need not have their professional
office within the City limits but should do a significant
portion of their business within the City.

Interested parties may submit a resume and a letter
of interest, by July 30, addressed to Mayor Greg Nick-
els, c/o Vicki Baucom, Code Development Analyst at
vicki.baucom@seattle.gov. In keeping with Mayor
Nickels’ Paper Cuts program, electronic submissions
are strongly encouraged. Questions about CCAB
or submissions may be directed to Vicki at the email
address above or by calling (206) 233-2757.

For more information on CCAB and its functions,
please visit our web site: www.seattle.gov/dpd/
codes/technical_codes/Overview/ and click on the
“Construction Codes Advisory Board” link on left side
of the page.

CUSTOMER ALERT |||

Amendments Proposed for 2006 Seattle Building and Residential Codes

Seattle is proposing changes to the 2006 residential and building codes that could take effect in August or Sep-
tember 2008. Some of the proposals reflect changes made by the State Building Code Council and others clarify
certain sections or solve problems that have arisen since the codes were adopted in 2007.

All of the proposed amendments to the residential code are amendments previously adopted by the State
Building Code Council (SBCC). Changes to live load requirements for decks and exterior balconies, and changes
to clothes dryer exhaust duct protection provide consistency with the current requirements in the building and
mechanical codes. Other proposed amendments clarify the requirements for moisture protection of exterior
walls and siding, and modify the structural independence requirements for townhouses.

New Seattle Building Code amendments add a definition of “suite” for hospitals and add related interpretations;
clarify requirements for elevator machine rooms; clarify sizing and power requirements for elevator cars;and

modify Seattle requirements for single-exit buildings.

We anticipate the proposals will be considered by the City Council in July and take effect at the end of
summer. The draft amendments are posted on DPD’s Technical Codes website under “Code Amendments” at
www.seattle.gov/dpd/Codes/Technical_Codes/Code_Amendments/default.asp. For more informa-

tion, contact:

Vicki Baucom
(206) 233-2757
vicki.baucom @seattle.gov

Maureen Traxler
(206) 233-3892
maureen.traxler @seattle.gov
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||| CODE COMPLIANCE

We're pleased to offer periodic tips on
complying with Seattle’s many codes,
courtesy of DPD’s Code Compliance staff,
whose daily work fosters safety and quality
of life.

Code Compliance staff enforce regula-
tions that govern construction, land use,
environmental protection, housing and
building maintenance, just cause evic-
tion, tenant relocation due to develop-
ment activity, vacant buildings standards,
vegetation overgrowth, and noise from
construction and equipment.

For more information or to report a
potential code violation, call (206) 6 15-0808
or visit the Code Compliance website at
www.seattle.gov/dpd/Compliance.
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Summer Cleanup in Seattle

Summer weather means more of us are
spending time outside in our yards and
gardens. Now would be a good time to
take an inventory of those things that
you may have intended to get rid of
over the winter, but that are still clut-
tering up your outdoor environment. If
you have recently undertaken a garage
or basement cleanup, be sure that the
results of that cleanup are disposed of appropriately, and not left out-
side in your yard or on your porch.

The City of Seattle has an ordinance that prohibits junk storage in
all residential zones. “Junk storage” means the temporary or per-
manent outdoor storage of junk or garbage, discarded, salvaged or
used materials, or inoperable vehicles or vehicle parts. Junk storage
includes, but is not limited to, the storage of used lumber, scrap metal,
tires, household garbage, furniture, and inoperable machinery.

Junk storage violations in residential zones are enforced by a cita-
tion process. If the department receives a complaint of junk storage,
an inspector will visit the property to investigate. If DPD has received
no previous complaints about that property, the property owner will
received a warning. A citation will be issued if the problem is not
resolved after the warning. A first offense carries a penalty of $150,
and subsequent citations are $500. The cited person has the option
of contesting a citation or asking for a hearing to explain the circum-
stances to the City Hearing Examiner.

Junk storage is unhealthy and unsightly, and can lead to an increase
in crime and graffiti, and rodents and other pests. If your yard con-
tains items that could be considered junk storage, please consider
taking steps now to clear those items from your property. ltems can
be recycled, given to organizations in need, or taken to the transfer
station. Please do your part to help Seattle remain one of the most
beautiful cities in the country.

This

Becomes

This




|| CITY PLANNING |

Planning Commission Addresses Seattle Center Master Plan

The Seattle Planning Commission recently reviewed
the proposed Seattle Center Master Plan and provided
its comments and recommendations to City Council.
The review focused on two areas of particular impor-
tance to the commission; transportation connectivity
and the adjacent land use.

In general, we found that the master plan, devel-
oped by the Century 21 Committee, creates a
compelling vision for a critically important element of
Seattle’s urban fabric and experience.We agree with
the plan’s effort to develop more open space in the
city, especially downtown.

The commission also believes that Seattle Center
is important to both Seattle and to the region. As a
regional and local destination, mobility and connectiv-
ity is essential. We recommended that pedestrian, bike,
and transit connections to surrounding neighborhoods,
nearby landmarks, and the region need to be top prior-
ities for the master plan.

Seattle is a growing city, and as such we strongly rec-
ommended that the land use and zoning surrounding
Seattle Center be examined in conjunction with the
master plan.The areas directly adjacent to the Center
provide a great opportunity for significant increases in
residential density. We believe that those new house-
holds could take advantage of the superb open space
and amenities that the Center offers and proximity to
the central business district and theater district.

The commission also provided some more specific
recommendations, and categorized these recom-
mendations as relating to either transportation infra-
structure and strategies, and zoning and density. Those
recommendations are:

®m More opportunities for getting on and off the
bus near Seattle Center should be provided. Bus
facilities could be improved near the Center.

B Regardless of the Aurora Avenue outcome, a
pedestrian/bike overpass should improve connec-
tivity to the East.

B The edges of the Center are one of its great-
est weaknesses, as they make it difficult to locate
entry points.The only real examination of improv-
ing the edges has been Memorial Stadium, and the

B Walking to and from the Center to surround-

B When exploring projects such as State Route

® Pedestrian elements should be unified with design

new proposal creates the same sort of problem.
Portals need to be more welcoming and visible to
make the Center more permeable and to create a
better sense of place and identity.

ing neighborhoods to the East and South is not
comfortable, convenient, direct or safe. Pedes-
trian connections and access should be priori-
tized, and connections to downtown need to
be enhanced. In particular, pedestrian access to
and from the East and South must be improved,
particularly connections between the Center and
downtown, South Lake Union and Capitol Hill.
Connections between the waterfront, Sculpture
Park, and other open space near the Center
should also be a top priority.

99 and Mercer Street the city should look for
opportunities to create better pedestrian con-
nections to the Center.

elements. Pedestrian infrastructure, including
sidewalks, lighting and crossings, should all be
improved along the pedestrian corridors leading
in to the Center.World-class wayfinding to and
within the site is necessary.

see COMMission on page 8

It's easy. Simply visit www.seattle.gov/dpd/
publications/info and sign up to receive a
newsletter posting alert by email with a direct
link to the month'’s headlines.

If you'd like to be removed from our printed
mailing list, call (206) 615-1486.
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_|__CITY PLANNING |

commission, cont. from page 7

B The Center should reexamine its prohibition
of biking through the campus. A cross-campus
bicycle connection through the Center could
improve the city’s bike network considerably, and
should be considered.

B Expansion of the Seattle streetcar network to
include service to the Center will better enhance
connectivity to other Seattle destinations, land-
marks, and neighborhoods.

m The likely conversion of Mercer Street to two
ways should incorporate opportunities for
enhancing connection to the Center.

m Allowable densities and heights should be increased
around the edges of the Center, both due to the
presence of nearby open space and public transit
for residents and for the potential benefits addition-
al residents in the area could provide the Center.

B The theatre district in particular would be a
prime opportunity for increased density, as it rep-
resents a desirable place to live.The City should
look to New York’s Central Park as an example
of successful high density neighborhoods abutting
open space.

B The current 40-foot height limits applicable
to land adjacent to the North edge of Seattle
Center should be reexamined in order to better
achieve mixed use compact development appro-
priate for this area. The City should employ land
use and economic tools and strategies to focus
on the redevelopment of the vast amount of
nearby surface parking lots.

We look forward to providing the Mayor and Council
with additional assistance as the master plan preferred
alternative for Seattle Center moves forward.

Lake Union

At its June 3 meeting, the South Lake Union Friends
and Neighbors (SLUFAN) Community Council
approved three alternatives for increased height and
density that it recommends the City study in an EIS
process. This action marks the conclusion of a six-
month public engagement process with the goal of
developing consensus visions for the future of the
South Lake Union neighborhood. SLUFAN’s recom-
mendation to the Mayor builds on the ideas gener-
ated at an urban form charrette held in January that
engaged a broad cross-section of neighborhood and
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citywide stakeholders.

The Urban Form Study is the first step in imple-
menting the new South Lake Union Urban Center
Neighborhood Plan adopted by the City Council in
December of 2007. The Urban Form Study is evaluat-
ing how increases in height and density can be used to
advance Neighborhood Plan goals through provision of
public benefits such as affordable housing, open space,
and other priorities identified in the plan.

SLUFAN'’s recommendation will be reviewed by

dpdINFO | 8

the Mayor and used to inform development of specific

SLUFAN Completes Work on Height and Density Alternatives for South

alternatives to be studied in an EIS. In addition to the
development scenarios set out in each alternative, a
‘no-action’ alternative will be studied to understand
impacts of development under existing zoning and how
that compares to impacts associated with increased
height and density. It is anticipated that this work will
begin later this summer. SLUFAN’s recommendation
can be found on its website, www.slufan.org.

For more information about the City’s South Lake
Union Urban Form, contact:

Jim Holmes, DPD Planner
(206) 684-8372, jim.holmes@seattle.gov




Seattle Shorelines Citizen Advisory
Committee

DPD is revising the City’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP) for the
first time since 1987. The SMP establishes policies and regulations
governing land use along marine and freshwater shorelines. Seattle’s
shorelines include Puget Sound, Lake Washington, the Duwamish
River, Green Lake, and Lake Union and the Ship Canal. For each of
these bodies of water, the shoreline jurisdiction is generally 200 feet
landward from the waterline. DPD is working with the Washington
Department of Ecology to complete the update by spring 2010.

To provide input on the Shoreline Master Program update, DPD
has convened a Citizen Advisory Committee made up of a range of
stakeholders.Together with the public visioning process and DPD's
technical analysis, the committee will help shape policy affecting
Seattle's shoreline jurisdiction. Committee meetings are open to the
public and are held from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. in room 4050/4060 of the
Seattle Municipal Tower. Meeting dates and tentative discussion topics
are listed below.

Meeting |
Tuesday, May 27,2008
Introductions, SMP Overview, Review Charter and Work Plan

Meeting 2

Thursday, June 26,2008

Visioning Process, Inventory and Characterization,
Environmental Designations

Meeting 3
Tuesday, July 29,2008
Vegetation Management, Residential Shorelines

Meeting 4
Tuesday, August 26,2008
Commercial and Industrial Shorelines

Meeting 5
Tuesday, October 28,2008
Shoreline Modifications

Meeting 6
Tuesday, November 18,2008
Public Access and Views

Meeting 7
Tuesday, December, 16,2008
Non-Conforming Structures and Uses

Meeting 8
January or February, 2009
Permitting Process

CITY PLANNING

City Planning, a part of
Seattle’s Department of
Planning and Development, is
responsible for the following
planning- and design-related
activities:

m Area Planning

m CityDesign—the City’s
urban design function
Comprehensive Planning
Green Building

Growth Management
Land Use Policy

Seattle Design
Commission

m Seattle Planning
Commission

“Working together to
articulate, advocate and
advance our community’s

vision for an exceptional

and vibrant Seattle.”

8007 AInf

o4NIPdp | 6




_|__CITY PLANNING |

Waving the DPD Flag at Community Festivals This Summer

DPD will be on hand to help celebrate two community festivals this summer as part
of our outreach to Seattle’s broader community. Our two-way objectives are to
teach the community about DPD and what we do, and to learn from the people we
meet how best to engage more citizens in Seattle planning and development.

On Saturday, July 12, and Sunday, July 13, DPD will host an information and
conversation booth at the Chinatown-International District Summer
Festival, and on Sunday, July 27, we will be part of Pista Sa Nayon, the Filipino
cultural celebration held at Seward Park. Our presence at these events is the
start of a sustained effort to reach people who might not choose to attend a
DPD open house or a public hearing, but have ideas about Seattle’s future and
our quality of life. They are festivals to celebrate communities to which many of
our DPD colleagues belong and they give us opportunities to make connections
based on shared values, connections that are fundamental to the quality and
validity of our work.

The Chinatown-International District Summer Festival will be at Hing
Hay Park, 411 Maynard Ave.S., | 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Saturday and |1:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Sunday. The festival will include lion dances, Taiko drumming, drill teams,
art, food, and a variety of performances on the Dragon Stage — Cantonese Opera,
Rhythms of India, the Emerald City Jazz Ensemble and many more.

Pista Sa Nayon is the Filipino-American community’s major cultural cel-
ebration and the largest outdoor Filipino-American gathering in the U.S. Danc-
ers, singers, drill teams, and dignitaries fill the amphitheater in Seward Park with
color and history. The festival runs from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Come and enjoy
music, laughter, and delicious lumpia in the beautiful 300 acres of Seward Park.

Join us this summer!

Spotlighting DPD’s New Website

DPD has redesigned its website in an effort to make it
more helpful and user-friendly. The revised site is now
separated into DPD’s three main service areas: permits,
planning and compliance. The site’s two new sections
(Online Services and Resource Center) compile the most
frequently used tools and resources. This article provides
detailed overview of items available on the Online Ser-
vices page: www.seattle.gov/dpd/onlineservices.

B Payment Center: pay fees, renew and pay for
trade licenses, 2008 permit fee estimator

B PermitTools: check status of a permit, request
an inspection, track your projects, apply for a self-
issued electrical permit or a side sewer repair
permit, view estimated wait times for service

® Mapping Tools: activity locator, GIS tools, engi-
neering wind map, parcel data, side sewer cards

farHome | [i]About Us Contact Us.

Diana Sugimurs, Diractor

Compliance w Resource Center
Online Services

and maps, SPU GIS map services, zoning maps

m Compliance: check the status of a complaint,
file a complaint

Skip the trip with DPD's online services.
DPD has several onling senvices that allow our cUStomers to access information, make inspection
requests, pay permit fees or submit comments, all frem the home or office.

Did you know? B Subscriptions: Land Use Information Bulletin,

You can now frack your projects with the new DPD Dashboard

July 2008
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[5] Payment Center

= PayFees Online

= Renew and Pay for Trade Licenses
= 2008 Permit Fee Estimator

5 Mapping Tools

= DPD Activity Locator (beta) - view permitting activity in Seattle
from July, 2005 to present

= DPD GIS - build, view, and print maps using Seattle GIS data;
includes an integrated property research tool

= Wind hlap - resource for engineers designing

[= Permit Tools

= Checkihe status of 3 permit - includes project, permit and
case information from 1983 - present

= Requestan inspection
= DFD Dashboard NEW! - track your projects, appointments

structures for wind loads in Seattle

= Parcel Data - view parcel information in Seattle

= Side Sewer Cards & Maps - search for side sewer cards,
lateral maps, and aerial photagraphs for selected parcels
‘within Seattle

m SPU GIS Man Gounter Services - link n the Seatfle Puhlic

RSS feeds, dpdINFO

Other Serivices: land use Q & A, registered
billboards, design review, comment on proposed
land use actions, environmental sign installation
notification




| ||| PUBLICATION UPDATES || ||

Interdepartmental Permit Coordination
Program Improvements Goes Live July 1

In an effort to improve the existing interdepartmental permit coor-

dination program, to simplify the preliminary permit application pro-
cess, and to provide more comprehensive information to applicants,
the following changes will take effect July 1, 2008:

m Construction Projects: For all projects that involve new struc-
tures, applicants will receive: a Preliminary Assessment Report
(PAR) that includes information on right-of-way code and
design requirements from DPD Land Use and Seattle Depart-
ment of Transportation (SDOT); on-site and off-site drainage
and sewer infrastructure and requirements from DPD and Se-
attle Public Utilities (SPU); and clearance, easement, and utility
relocation requirements and conservation program informa-
tion from Seattle City Light (SCL). This early assessment is to
aid applicants in better preparing their submittal documents.

m MUP Projects: There are no changes to the MUP process
included in this improvement effort. That will occur in 2009.

B We have eliminated the requirement for the applicant to iden-
tify interdepartmental issues.

® The SDOT Opt-Out program and fee for ROW preliminary
analysis is no longer in effect.

Questions about the changes? Contact:

Luke McQuillin
DPD IDT Project Manager
(206) 615-0721
luke.mcquillin@seattle.gov

CI. l g . l n l
UPDATED

m CAM 208, When Environmental
Review Is Required in Seattle, to reflect
the latest SEPA threshold ordinance.
m CAM 236, Home Occupations
Allowed in Residential Zones, to clarify
when home occupations are allowed
in accessory dwelling units.

CAM updates are available online at www.
seattle.gov/dpd/publications. Printed
copies are available from the Public Resource
Center, 20th floor, Seattle Municipal Tower,
700 Fifth Ave, (206) 684-8467.

New “Neighborhood Complaints” Card Available

- ‘ Neighborhood Complaints ‘

Call DPD when you see:

Concerned about unhealthy conditions in your neighborhood? Then pick up
DPD’s new “Neighborhood Complaints” card. This card lists the types of con-
cerns that Seattle residents can to bring to DPD’s attention. The department

typically addresses concerns such as junk storage, inoperable cars, and rental
housing problems (e.g., broken locks, exposed wiring, and sanitation problems).

The back of the card provides four methods for submitting your complaint
to DPD. A separate list includes common complaints handled by other City
departments, including contact information.

The “Neighborhood Complaints” card is available in English and five addition languages: Spanish, Somali,
Korean,Vietnamese, and Chinese. If you would like copies of this card, please contact:

Moon Callison

DPD Community Relations

(206) 615-1486

moon.callison @seattle.gov
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HOW TO REACH US AT DPD 1]

Permits Violation Complaint Hotline
General Applications (Applicant Svcs Ctr) ......... 206-684-8850 Construction, Housing & Land Use Complaints ... 615-0808
Address ASSIGNMENT L...viiiiiiiii 684-8850 .
Y 3869780 | Information |
Design REVIEW PrOGIAM ..o 233-3823 Gengrol Deporfrmen’r Information ........ccceevveiinin, 684-8600
Drainage & Sewer Review (incl side Sewen) .............. 684-5362 | Applicant Services Center (ASC) ..., 684-8850
Master USe PEIrMItS wvveoeooo 684-8467 Hours: M,\W,F: 7:30am-5:30pm; Tu,Th: 10:30am-5:30pm
PIANS ROUTING ©.vovvvoerreeeeesesseesseeseeeesseresseesssseesseensens 684-8169 Code Compliance Division (enforcement info) ..... 615-0808
Over-the-Counter (OTC) PEIMITS ..., 684-8464 | EVENIS & CIOSSES ovvvvvvvvivivviiis 684-8443
PIUMbINg & Gats PIDING PEITS w...vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvverennees 684-5198 | CISMODPS & SEIVICES ovvvvvvviii, 684-0965
SIGN PEIMITS ovvvveovveoeoveseesseceesseeee s 684-8419 Licensing & Testing (gas piping. steam eng, refrig) ... 684-5174
. Media Relations ..., 233-3891
Inspections MICIORIM LIDIAIY vvvvoooeevveeeves e 233-5180
Inspection Requests: General ..o, 684-8900 Hours: M,W,F: 9am-4:30pm; Tu,Th: 10:30am-4:30pm
INnspectors: General ... 684-8950 Property Owner/Tenant Assistance .........c..cc.oovs 615-0808
Preconstruction Meetings Public Resource Center (PRC) .........cccevvviivveiiinnn, 684-8467
(projects with special INSPECHONS) ... ....ccvvvveieiiiiireen, 684-8860 Hours: M,W.F: 7:30am-5:30pm; Tu,Th: 10:30am-5:30pm
Plannin PUBIICAtiONS ..o 684-8467
; X g ) ) Site Development ... 684-8860
CityDesign (urban design office) ... 615-1349 | gstainable (Green) BUIAING ......ervecrreveeienrenes 684-8880
Comprenensive PIaNNINg ..., 233-0079 Tech Support: Building Code (1-4:150m)................ 684-4630
Land Use Policy ......... P 684-8880 Tech Support: Electrical Code (7am-4:30pm) ....... 684-5383
seaftle Design COMMISSION ... 615-1349 Tech Support: Energy/Mech Code (1-4:150m) ..... 684-7846
Seattle Planning COMMISSION ..o, 684-0433 Zoning Info (general, not site-Specific®) ..............oo.... 684-8467
Administration Zoning Info (site-specific Single Family*; 1-4:15pm) .... 684-8850
Office of the DIreCtor .......ccociviiii, 684-8899
Community ReITTiONS ....oovvviiiiiiiiic 233-3891
ACCOUNTING 1 1vviiiiiiiiit i 684-4175
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