




LEGAL DISCLAIMER:  This Client Assistance Memo (CAM) should not be used as a substitute for codes and regulations.  The applicant is 
responsible for compliance with all code and rule requirements, whether or not described in this CAM.
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5. Completing the Sun Chart
Using the information obtained in step 4, sketch in the 
outline or silhouette of each object on the sun chart.  
Because the sun chart measures angles and not dis-
tances, the objects drawn will appear much  
narrower than they really are.

6. Reading the Sun Chart
With the sun chart complete, the number of hours that 
the proposed passive solar window or solar system 
will be in direct sun can be determined for various 
dates.  The important dates vary depending on wheth-
er the application is for space heating, service water 
heating, or pool heating.  For instance, DR 13-2002 
requires that space heating systems have a minimum 
of 4 hours solar exposure between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
on January 21, and 4 hours minimum between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. on March 21.  For service water heating 
systems, the requirement is 4 hours minimum between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on March 21.  For pool heating 
systems, the requirement is 4 hours minimum between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on June 21.  (Note that DR 13-2002 
also contains other criteria.)

7. Documentation to be Submitted
Provide the following with the permit application:

	 •	 Completed sun chart indicating the shading by 	
	 buildings and vegetation, and

	 •	 Site plan showing adjacent buildings and 		
	 vegetation.

Further Information
For additional copies of this Client Assistance Memo 
(CAM) or revised versions of it, contact the Seattle 
Department of Planning and Development (DPD) at 
(206) 684-8850.  All CAMs are public domain docu-
ments and may be freely copied without any special 
permission.

For projects within the Seattle city limits, further infor-
mation on Seattle Energy Code requirements is avail-
able from the Energy Code website at www.seattle.
gov/dpd/energy.

Links to electronic versions of DPD Client  
Assistance Memos (CAMs), codes, and forms 
are available on the "Publications" and "Codes" 
pages of our website at www.seattle.gov/dpd. 
Paper copies of these documents are available 
from our Public Resource Center, located on the 
20th floor of Seattle Municipal Tower at 700 Fifth 
Ave. in downtown Seattle, (206) 684-8467.

Access to Information
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