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Marginal Markings 

 
 Solid vertical lines indicate technical changes from 2012 IEBC.  

              

 Dashed vertical lines indicate technical changes in Seattle amendments. 

            
                 Solid deletion arrow indicates IEBC text has been deleted. 

             

 Hollow arrow indicates Seattle amendments have been deleted.  

 

Text Markings 

 
  Underlining indicates Seattle amendments.  ADULT FAMILY HOME.   

 Italics indicate a defined term.   A dwelling licensed.                 

  A strikethrough mark indicates Seattle deletions. ((ADULT FAMILY HOME))   

 
CHAPTER 5 

CLASSIFICATION OF WORK 
SECTION 501 

GENERAL 
501.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall be used in conjunction with Chapters ((6)) 7 through ((13)) 11 and 
13 and shall apply to the alteration, ((repair,)) addition and change of occupancy of existing structures, including 
((historic and)) moved structures, as referenced in Section 301.1.2. The work performed on an existing building shall 
be classified in accordance with this chapter. 
Note:  All alterations, additions and changes of occupancy are required to comply with Section 302.  

501.1.1 Compliance with other alternatives. Alterations, ((repairs)) additions and changes of occupancy to 
existing structures shall comply with the provisions of Chapters 3 and ((6)) 7 through ((13)) 11 or with one of 
the alternatives provided in Section 301.1. 

501.2 Work area. The work area, as defined in Chapter 2, shall be identified on the construction documents. 
SECTION 502 

REPAIRS 
502.1 ((Scope. Repairs, as defined in Chapter 2, include the patching or restoration or replacement of damaged 
materials, elements, equipment or fixtures for the purpose of maintaining such components in good or sound 
condition with respect to existing loads or performance requirements.  
502.2)) Application. Repairs shall comply with Section 303((the provisions of Chapter 6)). 
((502.3 Related work. Work on nondamaged components that is necessary for the required repair of damaged 
components shall be considered part of the repair and shall not be subject to the provisions of Chapter 7, 8, 9, 10 or 
11.)) 

SECTION 503 
ALTERATION------LEVEL 1 

503.1 Scope. Level 1 alterations include the removal and replacement or the covering of existing materials, 
elements, equipment, or fixtures using new materials, elements, equipment, or fixtures that serve the same purpose. 
503.2 Application. Level 1 alterations shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 7. 

SECTION 504 
ALTERATION------LEVEL 2 

504.1 Scope. Level 2 alterations include the reconfiguration of space, the addition or elimination of any door or 
window, the reconfiguration or extension of any system, or the installation of any additional equipment. 



 

2  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. The 2015 International Existing Building Code® is a copyrighted work owned by the International Code 
Council, Inc. Without advance written permission from the copyright owner, no part of this book may be reproduced, distributed or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, including, without limitation, electronic, optical or mechanical means (by way of example, and 
not limitation, photocopying, or recording by or in an information storage retrieval system). For information on permission to copy 
material exceeding fair use, please contact: Publications, 4051 West Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL 60478-5795. Phone 1-888-
ICC-SAFE (422-7233). 

 
 

504.2 Application. Level 2 alterations shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 7 for Level 1 alterations as well 
as the provisions of Chapter 8. 

SECTION 505 
ALTERATION------LEVEL 3 

505.1 Scope. Level 3 alterations apply where the work area exceeds 50 percent of the building area. 
505.2 Application. Level 3 alterations shall comply with the provisions of Chapters 7 and 8 for Level 1 and 2 
alterations, respectively, as well as the provisions of Chapter 9. 

SECTION 506 
CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY 

506.1 Scope. Change of occupancy provisions apply where the activity is classified as a change of occupancy as 
defined in Chapter 2. 
506.2 Application. Changes of occupancy shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 10. 

SECTION 507 
ADDITIONS 

507.1 Scope. Provisions for additions shall apply where work is classified as an addition as defined in Chapter 2. 
507.2 Application. Additions to existing buildings shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 11. 

 
((SECTION 508 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
508.1 Scope. Historic building provisions shall apply to buildings classified as historic as defined in Chapter 2.  
508.2 Application. Except as specifically provided for in Chapter 12, historic buildings shall comply with 
applicable provisions of this code for the type of work being performed.)) 

SECTION 509 
RELOCATED BUILDINGS 

509.1 Scope. Relocated building provisions shall apply to relocated or moved buildings. 
509.2 Application. Relocated buildings shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 13. 


