
City of Seattle 
Seattle Public Utilities 

June 25, 2015 

TO: Recipients of the Non-Project SEPA DNS/Checklist 

FROM: Betty Meyer, SEPA Responsible Official 

SUBJECT: Addendum to the Stormwater Code and Rule Update SEPA Environmental Checklist 

PURPOSE OF THIS ADDENDUM 

In 2014, Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) and the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) began 
updating the City of Seattle Stormwater Code and related Directors’ Rule to incorporate new Washington 
State Department of Ecology (Ecology) requirements, incorporate SPU and DPD policy changes, and 
improve usability.  In February of 2015, SPU prepared a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
Environmental Checklist that analyzed the environmental impacts of the proposed update.  As lead 
agency, SPU issued a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) for the proposed action on March 9, 2015. 

Subsequently, SPU and DPD identified a need to propose related revisions to the 2012 Seattle Building 
Code (SBC), the 2012 Seattle Residential Code (SRC), and those Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) Titles 
regulating Land Use and Grading to incorporate the new Ecology requirements. These proposed revisions 
relate largely to the timing of how the Stormwater Code and Rule Update would be imposed (generally 
referred to as “applicability”).  In addition, SPU and DPD identified two additional proposed revisions in 
the Stormwater Code and Rule Update.   

SPU has prepared this addendum to assess how this new information affects the analyses included in the 
February 27, 2015 Environmental Checklist for the Stormwater Code and Rule Update.  This addendum 
has been prepared in accordance with the authority provided in SMC Chapter 25.05.600 and in 
accordance with the procedures described in SMC Chapter 25.05.625. 

As lead agency for SEPA, SPU has reviewed the findings and concluded the proposed revisions are related 
to the implementation and application of the updated Stormwater Code and Rule and do not alter the 
analyses of impacts contained in the February 2015 Environmental Checklist and will not result in any 
significant environmental impacts.  

UPDATED PROJECT INFORMATION 

The February 2015 Environmental Checklist indicated that there would be a two-step (two ordinance) 
process to update the City’s Stormwater Code and Manual, consisting of the “2015 Revision to 
Stormwater Code” and the “2016 Stormwater Code and Manual Update.”  The 2015 process would begin 
in the 1st Quarter of 2015, and the revisions would become effective in May 2015.  The 2015 process 
actually occurred in the 1st and 2nd Quarters of 2015 and the revisions became effective May 24, 2015.   

The February 2015 Environmental Checklist also indicated that the 2016 Stormwater Code and Manual 
Update process would consist of all other modifications to comply with Seattle’s 2013-2018 NPDES Phase 
1 Municipal Stormwater Permit, provide equivalency with Ecology’s 2014 Stormwater Management 
Manual for Western Washington (SWMMWW), incorporate SPU/DPD policy changes, and improve 
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