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CITY OF SEATTLE 

ORDINANCE __________________ 

COUNCIL BILL __________________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE relating to Seattle Municipal Code Section 22.502.016 and  amending 

Sections 110, 205, 225, 604, 1603, 1604 and 1702 of the 2012 Seattle Plumbing Code, to 
clarify regulations and adopt amendments consistent with  the Washington State 
Plumbing Code. 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of the Seattle Plumbing Code, which Chapter was last amended by 

Ordinance 124274, is amended as follows: 

* * * 

SECTION 110  

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 

110.1  Administrative review by the Authority Having Jurisdiction.  Prior to issuance of the 

plumbing permit, ((A))applicants may request administrative review by the Authority Having 

Jurisdiction of decisions or actions pertaining to the administration and enforcement of this code.  

Requests shall be addressed to the Authority Having Jurisdiction.  

110.2  Administrative review by the Construction Codes Advisory Board.  After 

administrative review by the Authority Having Jurisdiction, and prior to issuance of the 

plumbing permit, ((A))applicants may request review of decisions or actions pertaining to the 

application and interpretation of this code by the Construction Codes Advisory Board according 

to International Building Code Section 103.11, except for stop work orders, notices of violations 

and revocations of permits.  The review will be performed by three or more members of the 

Construction Codes Advisory Board, chosen by the Board Chair. The Chair shall consider the 

subject of the review and members’ expertise when selecting members to conduct a review.  The 
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decision of the review panel is advisory only; the final decision is made by the Authority Having 

Jurisdiction.   

* * * 

Section 2.  Chapter 2 of the Seattle Plumbing Code, which Chapter was last amended by 

Ordinance 124274, is amended as follows: 

* * * 

205.0     –C– 

[W] Certified Backflow Assembly Tester.  A person certified by the Washington state 

department of health under chapter 246-292 WAC to inspect (for correct installation and 

approval status) and test (for proper operation), maintain and repair (in compliance with chapter 

18.106 RCW) backflow prevention assemblies, devices and air gaps. ((A person who has shown 

competence to test and maintain backflow assemblies to the satisfaction of the Authority Having 

Jurisdiction.))  

* * * 

225.0    –W– 

* * * 

[W] Water/Wastewater Utility - A public or private entity, including a water purveyor as 

defined in chapter 246-290 WAC, which may treat, deliver, or do both functions to reclaimed 

(recycled) water, potable water, or both to wholesale or retail customers. 

* * * 

Section 3.  Chapter 6 of the Seattle Plumbing Code, which Chapter was last amended by 

Ordinance 124274, is amended as follows: 

* * * 

604.0  Materials 

* * * 
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[W] 604.11 Lead Content.  The maximum allowable lead content in pipes, pipe fittings, 

plumbing fittings and fixtures intended to convey or dispense water for human consumption shall 

be not more than a weighted average of 0.25 percent with respect to the wetted surfaces of pipes, 

pipe fittings, plumbing fittings and fixtures. For solder and flux, the lead content shall be not 

more than 0.2 percent where used in piping systems that convey or dispense water for human 

consumption. ((Water pipe and fittings with a lead content which exceeds 8 percent shall be 

prohibited in piping systems used to convey potable water.)) 

EXCEPTIONS:  

1. Pipes, pipe fittings, plumbing fittings, fixtures or backflow preventers used for nonpotable 

services such as manufacturing, industrial processing, irrigation, outdoor watering, or any 

other uses where the water is not used for human consumption. 

2. Water closets, bidets, urinals, fill valves, flushometer valves, tub fillers, shower valves, 

service saddles, or water distribution main gate valves that are two inches (50 mm) in 

diameter or larger. 

* * * 

Section 4.  Chapter 16 of the Seattle Plumbing Code, which Chapter was last amended by 

Ordinance 124274, is amended as follows: 

* * * 

1603 Reclaimed (Recycled) Water Systems. 

* * * 

[W] 1603.4 Connection to Potable or Reclaimed (Recycled) Water Systems.  Reclaimed 

(recycled) water systems shall have no connection to a potable water supply or alternate water 

source system. Potable water is permitted to be used as makeup water for a reclaimed (recycled) 

water storage tank provided the water supply inlet is protected by an approved air gap ((or 

reduced-pressure principle backflow preventer)) in accordance with this code. 



 
 
Maureen Traxler 
DPD 2014 Seattle Plumbing Code Update ORD  
May 27, 2014 
Version #1 
 
 

Form Last Revised: December 31, 2013 4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28

* * * 

Section 1604.0 On-Site Treated Nonpotable Water Systems. 

* * * 

1604.12 Inspection and Testing.  On-site treated nonpotable water systems shall be inspected 

and tested in accordance with Section 1604.12.1 and Section 1604.12.2. 

1604.12.1 Supply System Inspection and Test.  On-site treated nonpotable water systems 

shall be inspected and tested in accordance with this code for testing of potable water piping. 

1604.12.2 Annual Cross-Connection Inspection and Testing. An initial and subsequent 

annual inspection and test shall be performed on both the potable and on-site treated 

nonpotable water systems.  The potable and on-site treated nonpotable water system shall be 

isolated from each other and independently inspected and tested to ensure there is no cross-

connection in accordance with Section 1604.12.2.1 through Section 1604.12.2.4. 

1604.12.2.1 Visual System Inspection. Prior to commencing the cross-connection 

testing, a dual system inspection shall be conducted by the Authority Having Jurisdiction 

and other authorities having jurisdiction as follows: 

(1) Pumps and equipment, equipment room signs, and exposed piping in equipment 

room shall be checked. 

(2) Valves shall be checked to ensure that valve lock seals are still in place and intact.  

Valve control door signs shall be checked to verify that no signs have been 

removed. 

1604.12.2.2 Cross-Connection Test.  The procedure for determining cross-connection 

shall be followed by the applicant in the presence of the Authority Having Jurisdiction 

and other authorities having jurisdiction to determine whether a cross-connection has 

occurred as follows: 
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(1) The potable water system shall be activated and pressurized.  The on-site treated 

nonpotable water system shall be shut down and completely drained. 

(2) The potable water system shall remain pressurized for a minimum period of time 

specified by the Authority Having Jurisdiction while the on-site treated nonpotable 

water system is empty.  The minimum period the on-site treated nonpotable water 

system is to remain depressurized shall be determined on a case-by-case basis, 

taking into account the size and complexity of the potable and on-site treated water 

distribution systems, but in no case shall that period be less than 1 hour. 

(3) Fixtures, potable and on-site treated, shall be tested and inspected for flow. Flow 

from an on-site treated water system outlet indicates a cross-connection. No flow 

from a potable water outlet shall indicate that it is connected to the on-site treated 

water system. 

(4) The drain on the on-site treated nonpotable water system shall be checked for flow 

during the test and at the end of the test. 

(5) The potable water system shall then be completely drained. 

(6) The on-site treated nonpotable water system shall then be activated and pressurized. 

(7) The on-site treated nonpotable water system shall remain pressurized for a 

minimum period of time specified by the Authority Having Jurisdiction while the 

potable water system is empty.  The minimum period the potable water system is to 

remain depressurized shall be determined on a case-by-case basis, but in no case 

shall that period be less than 1 hour. 

(8) Fixtures, potable and on-site treated nonpotable, shall be tested and inspected for 

flow. Flow from a potable water system outlet indicates a cross-connection. No 

flow from an on-site treated water outlet will indicate that it is connected to the 

potable water system. 
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(9) The drain on the potable water system shall be checked for flow during the test and 

at the end of the test. 

(10) Where there is no flow detected in the fixtures which would indicate a cross-

connection, the potable water system shall be repressurized. 

[W] 1604.12.2.3 Discovery of Cross Connection. In the event that a cross-connection is 

discovered, the following procedure, in the presence of the Authority Having Jurisdiction, 

shall be activated immediately: 

(1) On-site treated nonpotable water piping to the building shall be shut down at the 

meter and the on-site treated water riser shall be drained. 

(2)  Potable water piping to the building shall be shut down at the meter. 

(3)  The cross-connection shall be uncovered and disconnected. 

(4) The building shall be retested following procedures listed in Sections 1604.12.2.1 

and 1604.12.2.2. 

(5) The potable water system shall be chlorinated with 50 parts-per-million (ppm) 

chlorine for twenty-four hours. 

(6) The potable water system shall be flushed after twenty-four hours, and a standard 

bacteriological test for drinking water shall be performed by a laboratory certified 

for drinking water in Washington state. Where test results are ((acceptable)) 

satisfactory to the Authority Having Jurisdiction, health authority having 

jurisdiction, and the water purveyor, the potable water system shall be permitted to 

be recharged.  

Informative Note: See chapter 246-290 WAC for regulation of Group A Public Water Supplies. 

1604.12.2.4 Annual Inspection.  An annual inspection of the on-site treated nonpotable 

water system shall be required in accordance with Section 1604.12.2.1. Annual cross-

connection testing in accordance with Section 1604.12.2.2 shall be required by the 
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Authority Having Jurisdiction, unless site conditions do not require it.  The test shall 

occur no less than once every 4 years. 

Alternate testing requirements shall be permitted by the Authority Having 

Jurisdiction. 

* * * 

Section 5.  Chapter 17 of the Seattle Plumbing Code, which Chapter was last amended by 

Ordinance 124274, is amended as follows: 

* * * 

Section 1702.0  Nonpotable Rainwater Catchment Systems. 

* * * 

1702.2 Permit. It shall be unlawful for a person to construct, install, alter, or cause to be 

constructed, installed, or altered a nonpotable rainwater catchment system in a building or on a 

premises without first obtaining a permit to do such work from the authority having jurisdiction. 

EXCEPTIONS: 

1. A permit is not required for exterior rainwater catchment systems used for outdoor drip and 

subsurface irrigation with a maximum storage capacity of 360 gallons (1363 L). 

2. A plumbing permit is not required for rainwater catchment systems for single family 

dwellings where outlets, piping, and system components are located on the exterior of the 

building. This does not exempt the need for permits where required for electrical 

connections, tank supports, or enclosures. 

1702.2.1 Plumbing Plan Submission. No permit for a rainwater catchment system shall be 

issued until complete plumbing plans, with data satisfactory to the Authority Having 

Jurisdiction, have been submitted and approved. 
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[W] 1702.2.2 Discovery of Cross Connection. In the event that a cross-connection is 

discovered, the following procedure, in the presence of the Authority Having Jurisdiction, 

shall be activated immediately: 

(1) Rainwater catchment water piping to the building shall be shut down at the meter, and 

the rainwater water riser shall be drained. 

(2) Potable water piping to the building shall be shut down at the meter. 

(3) The cross-connection shall be uncovered and disconnected. 

(4) The building shall be retested following procedures listed in Sections 1603.11.2.1 and 

1603.11.2.2. 

(5) The potable water system shall be chlorinated with 50 parts-per-million (ppm) chlorine 

for twenty-four hours. 

(6) The potable water system shall be flushed after twenty-four hours, and a standard 

bacteriological test for drinking water shall be performed by a laboratory certified for 

drinking water in Washington state. Where test results are satisfactory to the Authority 

Having Jurisdiction, health authority having jurisdiction, and the water purveyor, the 

potable water system shall be permitted to be recharged.  

Informative Note:  See chapter 246-290 WAC for regulation of Group A Public Water Supplies. 

* * * 

Section 6.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by 

the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it 

shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020. 
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 Passed by the City Council the ____ day of ________________________, 2014, and 

signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this 

 _____ day of ___________________, 2014. 

 

      _________________________________ 

      President __________of the City Council 

 

 Approved by me this ____ day of _____________________, 2014. 

 

      _________________________________ 

      Edward B. Murray, Mayor 

 

 Filed by me this ____ day of __________________________, 2014. 

 

      ____________________________________ 

   Monica Martinez Simmons, City Clerk 

(Seal) 


