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What is a green street? 
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• Quiet streets (typically non-
arterials) improved to provide: 

• High quality pedestrian amenities 
along key routes 

• Generous landscaping 

• Designated by communities 
through neighborhood plans 

• Detailed concept plans help 
guide improvements, improving 
consistency over time 



How do they happen? 
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• Concept plan sets vision, key 
features, more detail for key 
areas 

• Private development – concept 
plan provides predictability for 
developers 

• Capital projects (when the City, 
County, or other agency builds 
something) 

• Grant funding (Neighborhood 
Matching Fund, etc.) 



Green street features 
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Typical 
• Wide sidewalks (8’ +) 
• Consistent street trees 
• Planting strips and/or rain 

gardens 
• Some on-street parking 

(typically reduced) 
• Curb bulbs 
• Special paving details 

Sometimes… 
• Dedicated bike facilities 

(sometimes) 
• Bike parking 
• Café seating, courtyards 
• Pedestrian lighting 
• Seating 
• Public art 
• Wayfinding signs 

 
 
 



Greenway v. green street 
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• Similar terms, some overlapping 
characteristics… 

• Green streets (Brooklyn, 43rd, 42nd)  
• emphasis on aesthetics, open space 

value 
• Comp Plan/streetscape planning 
• Improved bit by bit 

• Greenways (likely 12th Ave) 
• prioritize safe intersections for bikes, 

peds 
• designated through ped/bike master 

plans 
• Improved by SDOT as a single project 



Example: Terry Ave N. 
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• 2005 “Street Design Guidelines” 
• Low volume industrial street in 

rapidly growing South Lake 
Union 

• Priorities: aesthetics and 
amenity value, pedestrian 
emphasis (maintain low car 
volume) 

• Built out through Vulcan 
development, streetcar project 



Terry “before and after” 
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                          2012 
 
 
2005 



Terry “before and after” 
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Example: Maynard and Lane 
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• 2010 concept plan 
• Priorities: connect open spaces, 

enhance cultural identity, 
support local businesses and 
high ped volumes 

• Phased improvements: private 
development and a grant from 
City’s Neighborhood Street Fund 
 



Maynard “before and after” 
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2011 

2012 



Maynard design details 
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Green stormwater infrastructure: 
cascading cisterns 

Public art: paving inlays 



U District site analysis 

13 



14 

U District Urban Design EIS  
Scoping Meeting 9/24/13 
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Group activity 
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Group 1 (Brooklyn @ 45th): 
Tony Mazzella* 
Jeremy Eknoian 
Scott Soules 
Ruedi Risler 
Cory Crocker 
Lauren Squires 

Group 3 (north end of Brooklyn): 
Marty Curry* 
Steve Wilkins 
Suni Pak 
Mark Griffin 
Roger Wagoner 

Group 2 (43rd approaching campus):  
Rebecca Barnes* 
Doug Campbell 
Jeff Linn 
Matt Hoehnen 
Ron Moe Lobeda 
Patty Whisler 

Group 4 (Brooklyn by Safeway, UHCC): 
Aditi Kambuj* 
Miles Richardson 
David Cohanim 
Dan Eernissee 
Barbara Quinn 

* Table captain 



Discussion questions 
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• What are the key roles of your streetscape detail area? 
 
• What obstacles will constrain the design? 
 
• What features would help this area play its role, providing 

the greatest community benefits? 



Dave LaClergue dave.laclergue@seattle.gov (206) 733-9668 
Aditi Kambuj aditi.kambuj@seattle.gov (206) 615-1739 
 
 
 
 
 

www.seattle.gov/dpd/cityplanning/completeprojectslist/universitydistrict 
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