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Connectivity 
 
Issues for consideration: 

• How can Uptown leverage its location, neighborhood attractions, and existing and 
future transit service to become a top-rate transit hub that integrates the Uptown 
neighborhood with regional transit efforts? 

• What are the appropriate street typologies (per the Right of Way Improvement Manual) 
for this Urban Center? 

• The Seattle Transit Master Plan and corridor alternatives in the ongoing Ballard to 
Downtown Transit Study identify a high capacity transit station in the vicinity of 1st 
Avenue and Mercer.  Do you support high capacity transit in this area? If there is better 
transit in this area in the future, what should this planning effort identify to take 
advantage of that investment?  

• How can the street grid become better connected with new east-west connections and 
which streets should serve as primary connections for different travel modes? 

• Where does pass-through traffic need to better blend with local traffic? 
• What are ways to enhance connections with existing streets and trail networks to the 

north, south, and east into other neighborhoods? 
• What are examples of neighborhoods or a part of town you have visited or lived in that 

are similar to Uptown and have a street grid that works well? 
 

Economic Vitality 
 

Issues for consideration: 
• What sort of character is appropriate for the Roy/Mercer commercial corridor?  
• What sort of character is appropriate for the Queen Anne Avenue/First Avenue North 

commercial corridor?   
• What uses and/or services are missing or needed in the neighborhoods?   
• How could Uptown strengthen its funky arts and theater identity? 
• What neighborhood retail and services would attract Seattle Center visitors to spend 

time in Uptown? 
 

Living in Uptown 
 
Issues for consideration: 

• What key facilities or uses would encourage a more diverse residential population? 
• Where are greater residential densities desirable?   
• How do we bring in the “funk” or keep existing character by preserving & developing a 

diversity of use and scale of space? 
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• How do we ensure equity in and access for whomever wants to live in Uptown? 
• How do we create housing that is affordable for young families? 
• How do we compassionately serve a full spectrum of residents? 
• How do we create a complex neighborhood and avoid a monolithic culture, type of 

building and income level? 

Public Realm 
 
Issues for consideration: 

• How can Uptown’s sidewalks and alleys be improved to provide a better pedestrian 
experience for both residents and visitors? 

• How can neighborhood street design and signage be improved to strengthen identity 
and aid wayfinding? 

• How can the rich and diverse cultural exchange that happens within Seattle Center be 
felt in the neighborhood? 

• How do we create neighborhood-defining public and private buildings and spaces that 
are truly public, active, safe, and welcoming? 

• How do we encourage art and entertainment uses to spill out and increase the vibrancy 
of the pedestrian experience along the sidewalk? 

• How can the wide sidewalks along Mercer be activated? 
 

Seattle Center 
 

Issues for consideration: 
• How can the physical boundary between Uptown and Seattle Center become more 

permeable both with better visibility and access? 
• What benefits does reclaiming the Memorial Stadium and Mercer Garage bring to 

connecting Seattle Center with its neighborhood? Could it become a location for a 
school or transit center? 

• What options are there for parking that can replace the neighborhood lots?  How can 
parking be designed to be attractive and beneficial to the neighborhood? 

 
 


