
Seattle’s Shorelines Today and Tomorrow: 
Updating Seattle’s Shoreline Master Program 

Citizens Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, August 26, 2008, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

Conference Room 4060, Seattle Municipal Tower, Fifth and Columbia 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
Prepared by Triangle Associates, Inc. 

  
Attendance 
  
Seattle Shoreline Master Program Update Citizen Advisory Committee 
Last First Seat In Attendance? 
Allison Bob Residential Shoreline Property Owner  
Arntz Jan University of Washington  
Ashley Gregory Aquatic Permittees/Contractors  
Bowman Bob Floating Homes  
Ferguson Jim Marine Indust. Bus.: Lake Union/Ship Canal  
Hanson Eric Port of Seattle  
Johnson Mark Seattle Planning Commission  
Lockwood, USCG, Ret John W. Marine Industrial Business: Duwamish  
McCullough Jack Business: Central Waterfront  
Nelson Kitty Environmental: Lk WA and Ship Canal  
Nelson, Jr. Martin O. Commercial  
O’Halloran Vince Labor  
Oppenheimer Martin   Recreation/Public Access  
Owen John W. Citizen At-Large  
Preisler Sarah Citizen At-Large  
Rasmussen James Environmental: Duwamish  
Stabbert Brooke Non-Residential Shoreline Property Owners  
Trim Heather Environmental: Puget Sound  
Tu Trang Citizen At-Large  
Whittaker Gregory Recreation/Public Access  

 
Project Team 
Last First Organization In Attendance?  
Gainer Cole Triangle Associates  
Glowacki Maggie Seattle DPD  
Kern Michael Triangle Associates  
LaClergue Dave Seattle DPD  
Robison Dave Cascadia Community Planning Services  
Skelton John Seattle DPD  
Staley Brennon Seattle DPD  

 
General Public 
Last First Organization In Attendance?  
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Farr Ann Port of Seattle, Consultant  
Forman Diana Houseboat Resident  
Keasler Bill Floating Homes Association  
Kenworthy Lise Attorney  
Lagerberg Eric Shoreline Resident  
Neville Patrick King County Labor Council, AFL/CIO  
Page Heather WSDOT, Consultant (Anchor Environmental)  

 
Meeting Purpose 
This was the third meeting of the City of Seattle’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP) Update Citizen 
Advisory Committee (CAC). The meeting included presentations on a Shoreline Environmental 
Inventory and Characterization process and report, existing and proposed Shoreline Environmental 
Designations, and existing and proposed Shoreline Residential Development Standards.   
 
Welcome and Introductions  
Facilitator Michael Kern of Triangle Associates welcomed the Committee and reviewed the meeting 
materials. He asked Committee members if any of them would prefer not to have hard copies of the 
materials mailed to them, in an effort to reduce paper consumption.  He also confirmed that meeting 
materials are to be emailed to the Committee and posted to the website one week in advance of 
meetings (there was some delay in posting materials online this month due to website revisions). DPD 
will also add a new link to make it easier to find the meeting materials on the website.  Michael 
reviewed the agenda, pointing out intervals for public comment after each discussion topic. He told the 
Committee that Triangle will send out an email for scheduling Committee meetings in January through 
March 2009.   
 
The group then took a look at the revised Committee work plan.  Committee members had no issues 
with their availability and the meeting topics to be discussed as scheduled. DPD will distribute the 
revised work plan to the Committee.  After brief discussion, the Committee decided that it will not 
appoint one of its members to serve as a chair, but rather will consider appointing a spokesperson later 
in the process, when the Committee has developed recommendations and/or other products for 
presentation. 
 
Shoreline Environmental Inventory and Characterization 
Maggie Glowacki of DPD made a presentation on DPD’s Shoreline Environmental Inventory and 
Characterization process (the PowerPoint presentation and a related Excel file are available on the 
SMP update website). Maggie explained that gathering all existing data for a shoreline inventory is a 
requirement of the update process and is the basis for producing the characterization report, which 
includes the map distributed in the Committee’s materials.  In response to Committee questions and 
discussion, Maggie made the following points/clarifications: 

 DPD is very happy with the results of the inventory and characterization, and will post them 
online once the technical consultant has completed a methodology and summary of results. 

 The unit of measurement on the map provided is a pixel, 25 feet by 25 feet.  
 The map provides a composite habitat score derived from the modified model developed by 

King County. 
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 The inventory could theoretically provide information on a specific property, but is based on 
the model, which is not “user friendly” in this regard.   

 The results will not be used to judge “no net loss of ecological function” for individual 
properties, but instead for reaches and the entire shoreline area. 

 This work is the baseline for the subsequent SMP update components.  The inventory and maps 
will be used as a planning level tool, not a regulatory one. 

 Freshwater and marine environment habitat scores are based on two different models and so 
cannot be directly compared on the map by color . 

 DPD is confident that the feeder bluff data took into account all factors, including time of year, 
in developing scores in categories such as sediment. 

 
Shoreline Environmental Designations 
Dave LaClergue of DPD made a presentation on DPD’s proposed changes to shoreline environmental 
designations (PowerPoint available from the website).  The Committee had an active discussion about 
the proposed changes (see attached summary of Committee questions, comments and 
recommendations and DPD responses). The Committee agreed to provide further input on this topic 
via the group email list during the month of September. In addition to more comments on the proposed 
changes, Committee members will focus on providing comments on the proposed management 
policies, since these will help guide the development of allowed uses.   
 
During the first public comment period, Patrick Neville of the King County Labor Council, AFL/CIO 
voiced support for Committee member Vince O’Halloran and organized labor. He said that when 
industrial zones are undermined, they are permanently undermined and industry will never return to 
that the zone.   
 
Heather Page, Anchor Environmental, asked about the timeline for public comments during the SMP 
update process. Maggie replied that comments are being accepted throughout the process. Heather also 
offered support for the suggestion of a Committee member that DPD provide a matrix showing what 
uses are allowed under current environmental designations. Heather also asked why the Urban Mixed 
Use designation is lumped into the Conservancy designation which was clarified by DPD as Urban 
Mixed Use is a designation that straddles high intensity and Conservancy. 
 
Attorney Lise Kenworthy praised the Committee for its comments to DPD on the environmental 
designations, saying they reflect a strong understanding of the City and its water related jobs. Lise 
requested a clear, written statement containing the premise for each proposed change, and advised the 
Committee and DPD to consider the future impacts of these proposed changes,. She also concurred 
with the need for a uses and designations matrix. 
 
Shoreline Residential Development Standards  
Maggie walked the Committee through a one-page document summarizing DPD’s proposed changes to 
shoreline residential development standards, as well as a more detailed spreadsheet outlining those 
proposed changes. The Committee then discussed the proposals and provided feedback (see attached 
summary of Committee questions, comments and recommendations, and DPD responses). As with the 
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environmental designations, the Committee agreed to continue commenting via email during the 
month of September.  
 
During the second public comment period, houseboat resident Diana Forman said she is delighted that 
the proposed changes include a list of preferred uses of aquatic weed control, prioritizing manual 
removal over the use of herbicides.  She said that prior to 1997, pesticides and chemicals were never 
allowed on the shoreline and she hopes Seattle can either go back to that era or institute an integrated 
pest management approach that is effective, environmentally sensitive and uses common sense.  She 
also said it might be worthwhile to extend buffers in appropriate areas of the water. The Committee 
requested that DPD explore the reasons behind the 1997 code change that allowed the use of 
pesticides. 
 
Final Thoughts/Next Steps  
Michael wrapped up the meeting, indicating that a meeting summary will be sent for review and 
approval by the Committee and DPD; the prior meeting summary and all materials from this meeting 
would be posted to the web, and materials for the October meeting will be provided a week ahead of 
time.  He reminded people of the upcoming Seattle SMP Update Shoreline Field Tour and a TBA 
September deadline for submitting comments on this meeting’s discussion topics.  Michael said he 
and/or DPD would be in touch with individual Committee members between meetings, as issues are 
identified and needs arise. He encouraged Committee members to contact him (and/or Maggie) with 
any process questions, comments, etc. 
 
Michael thanked members for their participation and adjourned the meeting. The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, October 28, 2008 from 6:00 PM (5:30 PM “meet and greet”) to 9 PM.   
 
 
 
 


