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Meeting Notes

Table 1. Facilitated by Geoff Wentlandt

Climate

Are there other strategies you would suggest for less dense areas near very good transit
service?

Who pays for needed infrastructure?

Not all new growth respects the traditional neighborhood and helps maintain affordability.
Amenities: shuttle buses, tree coverage, sidewalks.

City facilitate “listening” among all parties in neighborhoods undergoing change.

We also must find ways to make our homes more energy efficient. Which tool or tools do you
think would be the best way to achieve this?

Low-tech solutions: “awareness” campaign

Rebates

City long-term financing

Urban Design

What are the physical qualities that make Seattle Seattle?
Trees

Water

Hills & valleys

“Skid road”(row)
Streetcar communities
Historic bldgs

Diverse cultures

Elliot Bay/shipping
Locks

Water transit

Pioneer personality
Ferries

Music

Fishing industry
Hi-tech industry
“Market”

Is Seattle still a city of distinct neighborhoods?



How can we design the future Seattle so that we enhance its unique qualities while
continuing to grow?

Better preserve view corridors.

Better preserve older bldgs.

Encourage diversity in new bldgs; bldg materials/design should reflect our history, values.
More gathering places

Better housing diversity, e.g. incentivize in urban villages, middle income housing.

City should land bank.

Schools in urban villages

Include off-leash areas.

More pocket parks

Green infrastructure

Transit Communities

Which communities in Seattle (or elsewhere) best illustrate this vision of a Transit
Community?

Ballard: Transit, parks, restaurants, population diversity, maritime industry.

Fremont: Neighborhood businesses

Capitol Hill: Walkable, but not enough parking (?)

Identity?

W. Seattle Junction: Alki — hard to reach by transit .

White Center, Burien

How can the city support the vision of Transit Communities while preserving neighborhood
character and minimizing displacement?

Embrace public art and cultural centers.

Respect natural features.

Transplant trees.

Establish gathering places within neighborhoods.

City, Metro, ST must work together to develop transit oriented development.

Jobs in the neighborhood for neighborhood people.

City must build creative public-private partnerships with emphasis on public benefits.

Table 2. Facilitated by Tom Hauger

Climate

Are there other strategies you would suggest for less dense areas near very good transit
service?

Difficult to change nabe lifestyle.

Expand infrastructure and business area.

Mandate growth accommodation.

Parks, open spaces, bikeways in SF areas.

Can encourage people to walk more.

Change zoning to allow MF in some SF areas.



Easier to build on existing main streets.

We also must find ways to make our homes more energy efficient. Which tool or tools do you
think would be the best way to achieve this?

New architecture of townhouses that use less energy and more housing density with joint community
spaces.

City make options available.

No Hummers in the city.

Education about what is possible.

Urban Design

What are the physical qualities that make Seattle Seattle?
Hilly

Mountains

Sound

Lake Washington

Temperate weather

Weather — rain

Proximity of Sl nabes to bustling areas.
Street grid w/curved sts

Quiet nabe w/easy access to light.
Fabulous skyline

Working waterfronts

Focus on downtown waterfront.
Diverse cultures, races

Less poverty than in eastern cities.
Signage of independent businesses
Wonderful, different neighborhoods
Pike Place Market

How can we design the future Seattle so that we enhance its unique qualities while
continuing to grow?
Built environment has happened organically — new buildings.
Could be less interesting.
Need more flourishes on buildings.
Expand urban centers/keep growth in them.
Lid over I-5 to connect Yesler Terrace to ID/DT.
- Asaplaza
Maintain views of natural beauty.
More green space



Transit Communities

Which communities in Seattle (or elsewhere) best illustrate this vision of a Transit
Community?

Beacon Hill — grocery store, light rail, few stops from downtown neighborhood character.
Lower QA & upper QA

Ballard

West Seattle Junction

U-District

ID — high transit density, low-cost housing.

Need more east-west transit.

Capitol Hill

How can the city support the vision of Transit Communities while preserving neighborhood
character and minimizing displacement?

Remove non-building related costs to make rents more affordable.

Develops need to build for local businesses.

OED — promote small business so that businesses can afford rents.

Vancouver, B.C. keeps mixed incomes near rail stations (x% units@ certain income level).

Housing density bonus at stations.

Community gathering spaces in station areas.

Table 3. Facilitated by Kevin McDonald

Climate

Micro park ‘n’ rides
Mix with jobs, grocery stores into communities.
How will City put together demographics, density, and commercial/amenity needs?
Typologies need to be granular.
How generate sufficient foot traffic to leverage the market?
e e.g., Jitneys to bring customers to market.
Vision 2040 assumes jobs are in C.B.D. and Bellevue, contrary to T.O.C. vision.
Need park ‘n’ rides at suburban transit stops.
Carbon footprint coming from suburbs, Vashon Island.

Urban Design

No tall buildings, quaint one-story homes.

Views

Green (front yards)

Wider range of housing choices.

No tall trees that block views.

Step down bldg. height to preserve view corridors — not just downtown.
“Public amenities” shouldn’t be concrete and should be multipurpose.
Sidewalks should be broad enough for 2 umbrellas, mailboxes, café tables, etc.



Not continue lot-line development, need relief through setbacks, (plazas, etc.).
Quantity of open space is appropriately distributed (with reference to Comp Plan open space metrics).

Transit Communities

Respect n’hood character through materials, good design.

Affordable, small floor plate and small footprint.

Good access to transit, shopping.

Don’t need a car but want to use it.

“Night out” restaurants and walking.

Keep retail dollars in n"hood by supporting robust range of businesses.
Need a more robust definition of “transit”.

Table 4. Facilitated by Morgan Shook

Climate

Are there other strategies you would suggest for less dense areas near very good transit
service?

Localized transit solution to link more isolated n’hoods to major transit links.

More accessible (working escalators) and better safety.

Feel isolated at transit stops in less dense area — streetlights.

Don’t abandon parking near transit stops.

Taxi deregulation, shuttle, . . ..

Reaching different demographics is a challenge.

No express/commute options to areas a few miles from downtown.

We also must find ways to make our homes more energy efficient. Which tool or tools do you
think would be the best way to achieve this?

Information isn’t out there.

Hard to know about, how to know about.

SCL sends good info.

Helpful to use meters to gauge home energy use.

Address plug load issues — people don’t turn off entertainment systems if they take 20 minutes to re-set.
Incentives for programmable thermostats.

Neighborhoods competing.

Urban Design

What are the physical qualities that make Seattle Seattle?
Hills/topography

I-5

Shoreline/water

Linear/narrow shape

Mountain views

Evergreen trees



Fine grain texture of Seattle. Many low neighborhoods, but densely packed.
Neighborhoods/walkable communities
NW materials — wood and stone

How can we design the future Seattle so that we enhance its unique qualities while
continuing to grow?
Attractive to see points of interest anomalies that make some spaces/blocks more memorable .
- Unique, creative uses
- (Zoning can be homogenizing. Variations are important).
- / Incentives that lead to alternatives to just maximizing build-out.
0 Ex: limiting parking req’s
0 Living Building Challenge incentives
If€entives that work in the marketplace.
Flexibility in meeting regulations for variation, better performance, and more benefits.
The little things matter - -
Pocket parks, traffic circles

Transit Communities

Which communities in Seattle (or elsewhere) best illustrate this vision of a Transit
Community?

Capitol Hill

Access to all, variety, hard to park

Potential:
Roosevelt — has all elements for good foundation
More transit and housing coming
Ballard — quality transit, good trail links
Fremont — buses, pedestrian-oriented
Burke-Gilman
A lot of area precludes hsg. because zoned industrial
McClellan Station area has potential —
Connectivity
Broad spectrum of housing

How can the city support the vision of Transit Communities while preserving neighborhood
character and minimizing displacement?

Concern about eliminated bus stops between major transit stations. Hurting businesses between stops.
Varied approach — not always neighborhood character to preserve (lots of vacant land).

Encourage design and incentives to avoid displacement.

Preserving neighborhood character is often a proxy for not changing single-family zoning. But change
has to come — respect dynamism of change.

More process to engage neighborhoods in the planning.

Even in dense neighborhoods, lots of parking lots not developed. Focus incentives first to develop those
lots.

Table 5. Facilitated by Sara Snider




Climate

Are there other strategies you would suggest for less dense areas near very good transit
service?

More walkable destinations, better access.

Like U-Village rather than typical parking lot.

How is UV absorbing jobs? Are there ways to incentivize jobs in UV - e.g. West Seattle — 23 jobs above
store — can’t expand.

Lots of demand for more office space - - how can we replicate in UV?

Lots of vacant lots right on Rapid Ride.

Provide incentives for businesses that use less space.

Strategies that encourage markets and other cultural uses.

We also must find ways to make our homes more energy efficient. Which tool or tools do you
think would be the best way to achieve this?

Difference between how it’s designed and used.

Not sure it will affect home buying decisions.

No impact —renter

Utility - can tell you how much you use and how you compare — use similar technical methods
If you incentivize, will low-income households end up with less efficient buildings

Energy source is the big problem.

Energy here is cheap — hard to get them to save.

Don’t use taxes —too much impact on small businesses.

Work in partnership —how can we do this together - - small businesses.

Energy efficiency at point of sale —too much burden for 1* time buyers.

Good to give people info.

Marketing to get realtors and buyers interested.

Urban Design

What are the physical qualities that make Seattle Seattle?
Hills

Conifer trees

Port of Seattle

Canals

Water in general

Nice architecture — historic buildings

Views — e.g. coming into Ballard

Very linear, north-south

Routes that avoid the hills

Preserving natural features — e.g. trees

Continue to enjoy/support industry.

Dedicated freight corridors — jag south I-5 to I-90 — Spokane St
Seattle lost business to Tacoma because of congestion.

New development where there is wide ROW, but elsewhere sidewalks are too narrow.
Temp widen sidewalks — see how works.



Grid of streets — ID places where it could be connected.
Stairways and hill climbs

Traffic calming circles — neighbors care for.

Gardens — front yards and at curb

Distinct neighborhoods — character — how do design guidelines.
Nice to be able to go somewhere “different”.

Fishing industry, and smaller industries

Preserve industrial lands.

Better trails — connect

Bike lanes, trails, off main arterials

Pedestrian signals — too long — need to change faster.

Transit Communities

Which communities in Seattle (or elsewhere) best illustrate this vision of a Transit
Community?

Capitol Hill

Ballard

SLU

Pearl District, Portland

Pioneer Square

Whole downtown

U-District

West Seattle Junction

Places you can live without a car.
Wallingford — only use a car 1x/wk.
Uptown

How can the city support the vision of Transit Communities while preserving neighborhood
character and minimizing displacement?

There make sure new fits in with existing.

Othello/ID have regional cultural identity.

Make a requirement to have affordable housing.

Neighborhoods go through evolution of change —big houses broken into units.

Brooklyn — What should it be

How do you have more people?
Need more amenities.

Places to gather

Get off of being a buzzing street.
Students might not take as good care
Could be like Harvard Square

High speed rail PDX-SEA-VAN

London Transport — lots of art, awesome.
Good design of the stop

Northgate - get rid of barrier.




Table 6. Facilitated by Jeanne Krikawa

Climate

Are there other strategies you would suggest for less dense areas near very good transit
service?

Build sidewalks on transit arterials.

Safe and attractive paths from housing to transit.

Incentives for new businesses near transit.

Citywide planning to look at less dense areas and adjust zoning as appropriate.

When transit is provided it should be frequent, reliable, and electric.

Excellent bicycle transit interface with bike parking and bike sharing.

Allow more on-board bikes on dial-a-ride.

Compare zoning with frequent service. Upzone for single family zones if they have frequent service.

We also must find ways to make our homes more energy efficient. Which tool or tools do you
think would be the best way to achieve this?

Expense is an issue — justify cost comparison of energy and bill savings.

Concerns about social equity for low-income, seniors, others.

Urban Design

What are the physical qualities that make Seattle Seattle?
Public art (esp. murals), performing arts

Water

Combo of working places, living places, walking waterfront
Topography

Dynamic views of Olympics and Cascades

Unique neighborhood structure

Vertical water — aka rain

Trees, greenery, natural environment

P-patches and community gardens

Great library system

How can we design the future Seattle so that we enhance its unique qualities while
continuing to grow?
Improve what is already good.
Improve pedestrian routes.
More clear and visual connections between neighborhoods — way finding, memorable paths to help
visualize routes, identify centers they connect.
Simplify transit — simplify route connections and bus stops.
Pay more attention to historical fabric of city — better historical preservation.
Preserving Olmstead legacy
Connecting Lake Union to Puget Sound (non-motorized)
One overall strategy that all the above can fit under to make city improvements.
- To ensure no missed opportunities



More family-friendly city core — schools.

Commit to 1*" class school system.

Enhance neighborhood character to make it more visible and attractive.
Neighborhood awareness campaigns

Transit Communities

Which communities in Seattle (or elsewhere) best illustrate this vision of a Transit
Community?
Roosevelt, maybe in 5 years
- Already has 3 transit, it will just get more dense
Uptown and SLU due to open space, amenities, libraries, bikes
Pike/Pine, Capitol Hill
University District
- Needs people that live next to where they work.
North Beacon Hill around the station
Ballard — HUB developing w/inappropriate building form (design of high rises).
When increasing density, design is very important. Must be careful with design. Sympathetic to
context.
Community character should be maintained. Need to define before we can preserve it.
Understanding context and history.
Tension between preserving “classic” old buildings even if old and outdated. How do we resolve that
tension?
- Maybe replace w/pedestrian shopping?
Spaces between buildings are important.

Note: Planning Commission left off Upper QA and Wallingford
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