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Community Rink 
A Holding Patterns Proposal by Seattle Street Hockey 

 
Out of Seattle Street Hockey’s (SSH) need to play their game in a dedicated space comes a greater 
desire to introduce street hockey and rink-related activities to the City of Seattle.  The Community Rink 
is an intimate and accessible approach to meeting that goal. 
 
Rink-Related Activities in Seattle 
The City of Seattle provides many opportunities to pursue mainstream sports such as tennis, soccer, 
baseball, and basketball.  Seattle and other local municipalities have even begun investing in the 
creation of skate parks, a relatively new interest.  Sadly, rink-related sports are still unsupported, as are 
the rinks that are needed to play in. 
A Community Rink could support and encourage several healthy and fun rink-related sports and 
activities.  These activities can also be enjoyed outdoors and in most types of weather: 
 

 Street Hockey (or Ball Hockey) - played on sneakers with a plastic orange ball, one 
only need to bring a stick to play 

 Roller Hockey - street hockey on roller skates - SSH receives many inquiries about 
roller hockey, but only Bellevue has the closest facilities 

 Bike Polo - polo on bikes - Seattle Bike Polo (www.seattlebikepolo.com) has been 
around for several years and has 70+ members 

 Roller Skating - a flat, open, and safe area for kids to skate 

 Dodgeball - as an alternative to playing inside a gymnasium 
 

 
 

The Community Benefit: “Look Mom! Hockey!” 
That’s what the boy exclaimed after he stopped his bicycle next to the fence and looked back to his 
family.  This gave us pause during a recent Saturday SSH game and elicited a friendly cheer from 
everyone.  It feels good to see youth get excited about hockey! 
A relatively new SSH member, Jeff Mazurek has two children who attend Adams Elementary School 
where SSH currently plays.  He recently decided to start the Adams Elementary After-School Hockey 
Program.  He writes: 

http://www.seattlebikepolo.com/


“After two quarters (winter & spring), we have equipped about forty kids in Ballard with hockey 
sticks.  The program accepts 22 boys and girls per quarter.  With a few exceptions, we try to 
accept kids who weren't in it previously.  On both occasions, the program sold out in the first 
day ("unprecedented" according to a PTA rep). 
 

I continue to get really positive feedback - many parents have come up to me and proclaimed 
how much their kid loves it.  I think hockey has some unique appeal that when someone likes it, 
they LOVE it.” 

 
A Community Rink will help energize a neighborhood by creating an active space where kids can play 
and adults can reintroduce themselves to their childhood games. 
 
The Rink Design: Keeping the Ball in Play 
Effective, simple, low-cost, temporary, and green.  These attributes describe how the Community Rink 
can be implemented.  The design consists of three main pieces: 
 

1) The Perimeter and Boards - used to define the area and keep the ball in play. 
2) The Surface - the material upon which sneakers run and skates roll. 
3) The Goals – into which balls are shot and how games are won. 

 

The Perimeter – The playing area would be approximately 175 feet in length by 75 feet in width.  Its 
perimeter would be defined by chain link fencing that measures 6 feet high.  SSH has spoken with 
Security Contractor Services (SCS) (affiliated with All City Fence Co.) to better understand the 
capabilities and limitations of rented chain link fencing.  SCS can provide modified panels that 
withstand tipping (associated with crowds) and are flush to the ground.  A six month rental term for 
400-500 linear feet would cost approximately $2/foot. 
 

 
 

The Boards - The perimeter keeps the ball in play.  The boards help define the play.  Plastic hockey and 
polo balls don’t bounce or rebound well off of chain link fencing.  Another material is needed to do 
this.  SSH has sourced a no-cost, green solution: plastic corrugated panels from Titan, the largest 
Transit advertising company in the world, with whom Metro partners.  These panels, mounted to the 
sides of buses, each measure 2½ feet in width by 12 feet in length.  They are tough, lightweight, 



waterproof, can be easily attached to the fencing using zip-ties, and are normally thrown into landfills 
after several layers of vinyl advertisements have been applied. 

 
The Surface – A smooth and level asphalt surface would be required. 
The Goals – These would be two standalone, metal frames that each measure 4 feet in height and 6 
feet in width.  They would each be outfitted with all-weather nylon netting, similar to that used in a 
basketball net.  They would each be affixed to the asphalt surface, similar in manner to those found in 
an excellent outdoor rink (albeit small) at Valley Ridge Park in Seatac. 
 

 
From Sunset Bowl to Community Rink 

Seattle Street Hockey – A History 
Humble Beginnings 
SSH began when three friends decided to relive a mutual childhood passion: street hockey.  Not 
remembering the last time that they held a hockey stick, let alone strike a ball with one, the three 
young men, including a Canadian Consul at the time, started meeting on Saturdays to play during the 
summer of 2003.  From passersby and word of mouth, the interest grew and soon pickup games 
featuring at least one proper goalie became a common sight on Saturday afternoons. 
Growing Pains 
Since street hockey relies heavily on a perimeter structure (the “boards”) to keep the ball in play, 
location was paramount.  SSH first played in the parking lot behind the Phinney Neighborhood Center.  
As the group continued to outgrow their makeshift setups, SSH watched their Saturday games move 



several locations: St. John Catholic Church, Greenwood Elementary School, and ultimately to their 
current playing area, the playground at Adams Elementary School. 
Throughout these times, homemade boards were needed to help keep the ball in play.  Orange barrier 
fencing, construction fencing, bungee cords, aircraft cable, and ratchet straps were testaments to SSH’s 
determination to keep the “Game On!” 
Picking Up Speed 
In 2007 the SSH website was launched (www.seattlestreethockey.com) and it was no longer necessary 
to discover Seattle’s passion for street hockey by chance.  The website averages 10,000 hits per month, 
with 4-5 new members joining in the same period.  SSH boasts over 250 members hailing from several 
provinces in Canada, throughout the USA, and from around the world including Ireland, Sweden, and 
the Czech Republic.  SSH has 60+ active members and hosts an average of 20+ members every 
Saturday of the year. 
SSH has also been sponsored for, entered into, and hosted a variety of tournaments: Sin City Ball 
Hockey Tournament (Las Vegas, 2008-2010), Vancouver (2008), CanAm Classic (Seattle, 2007-2010), 
and the inaugural East/West Classic (Seattle, 2010). 
 
In Summary 
Seattle Street Hockey is grateful and excited to have the Community Rink proposal considered by the 
Seattle Design Commission.  We’ve worked diligently to come up with a design that would not only 
meet the needs of rink-related activities, but also one that achieves what Holding Patterns is aiming to 
do: create and maintain pockets of vitality throughout the neighborhoods of Seattle in a manner that is 
interesting, easy to use, and whose value can only be measured in terms of the joy and bonds that 
grow there. 
 
Should the Community Rink be chosen for the implementation workshop, a representative for Seattle 
Street Hockey would be happy to attend.  Please find his contact information below. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Adam Holt 
Seattle Street Hockey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contributors:  Adam Holt, Benjamin Dickinson, Dan Manderino, Jason Mercio, Jeff Mazurek, Kevin Saliba, 
Steven Weinreich, Tasha Haley, and Vincent Payette. 

http://www.seattlestreethockey.com/
mailto:adam.holt@yahoo.com



