
cost of Sound Transit North Link and its three stations | $2,100,000,000

cost of North and South Portals, tunnel | $2,034,000,000

cost of North and South Portals, tunnel | $2,034,000,000

The Seattle Design Commission: champions design excellence in  
the public realm; promotes design practices that serve as a catalyst 
for innovative sustainable development, equal opportunity and  
social inclusion; and ensures that the city’s built environment  
makes Seattle a world-class example of sustainable urban design 
that strengthens community, public life and economic prosperity.

 
Highlights  
1. Helped to integrate the waterfront tunnel portal areas and realize 

the bold vision for the tunnel operations buildings.

2. Worked with Sound Transit and City Council to improve light rail 
station design and encourage over-building where appropriate.

3. Worked closely with SDOT and DPD to encourage offsite public 
benefits that implement neighborhood goals and plans.

4. Collaborated with WSDOT to create a vision for SR 520 and 
significantly reduce the bulk and carbon footprint of the West 
Approach Bridge.

5. Strengthened interdepartmental collaboration and identified 
resources to infuse tangible community benefits into the long-
awaited Mapes Creek infrastructure project.

6. Worked to increase the quality of design in design build projects.

 

 

Seattle Design Commissioners
Julie Bassuk Chair Urban Planner
Julie Parrett Vice Chair Landscape Architect 
Mary Fialko* Get Engaged Program
Seth Geiser Get Engaged Program
Debbie Harris Licensed Engineer
Lolly Kunkler Licensed Engineer
Shannon Loew At Large Representative
Tom Nelson Architect
Osama Quotah Architect 
Norie Sato* Fine Artist
Ellen Sollod Fine Artist
Don Vehige* Urban Designer

*Terms expired in 2012

Commission

Project Reviews  62
        Capital Improvement Projects  13

 Right-of-Way Projects  19

     Major Projects  25

         Plans, Policies and Programs         5 

 
Estimated Cost                      $8.7 billion 

of  Projects Reviewed
Plans, Programs and Policie

Workload Hours  
Commissioner Hours 1962
 Project Reviews 1468
 Outside Reviews and Workshops   494

 Staff Hours 2998

      

2012 Annual Report

Central Waterfront
Department of Planning and Development + 

Department of Transportation
2 reviews  | $420,000,000

Elliott Bay Seawall Project 
Seattle Department of Transportation

1 review | $300,000,000

Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement -- South End 
and Portals 

Washington State Department of Transportation
4 reviews + 2 subcommittee reviews 

Bike Master Plan 
Seattle Department of Transportation
1  review

Sustainable Building Policy Update  
Department of Planning and Development
1 review

Transit Master Plan  
Department of Transportation
1 review

Staff
Valerie Kinast Coordinator 

Tom Iurino Staff
Valauri Stotler Adminsitrative Staff

Julie Schell Administrative Specialist

Brooklyn Light Rail Station   
Sound Transit 
1 review

Block 93 Alley Vacation   
3 reviews

Fred Hutchinson Skybridge 
2 reviews

CIP

Fire Station 20 - West Queen Anne Interbay 
Department of Finance and Administrative Services 

1 review | $7,863,000

CIP

12th Avenue Park
Seattle Parks and Recreation
1 review | $990,000

CIP

14th Ave NW Park Boulevard   
Seattle Parks and Recreation 

1 review | $1,500,000

CIP

Zoo West Parking 
Woodland Park Zoo 

1 review | $2,800,000

CIP

Arboretum North Entry and 
Multi-use Trail
Seattle Parks and Recreation
2 reviews | $20,329,000

CIP

Jefferson Park Golf Course Facility Improvements 
Seattle Parks and Recreation
1 review | $7,284,000

CIP

Mapes Creek Restoration and 52nd Ave CSO Project 
Seattle Public Utilties and Seattle Parks and Recreation 
2 reviews | $5,000,000

CIP

Denny Substation 
Seattle City Light
1 review + 1 consultant selection| $201,500,000

CIP

Jimi Hendrix Park 
Seattle Parks and Recreation
1 review | $2,000,000

CIP

Mercer West II 
Seattle Department of Transportation 

2 reviews | $88,008,000 

CIP

SR 520 I-5 to Medina 
Washington State Department of Transportation
8 reviews + 3 subcommittee reviews | $3,500,000,000

Roosevelt Light Rail Station   
Sound Transit 
1 review

Alaskan Way Viaduct Replacement 
 -- North End and Portals 

Washington State Department of Transportation
2 reviews 

Northgate Light Rail Station   
Sound Transit 
2 reviews

Trail to Treasure 
1 review 

Bullitt Center PV Array Term Permit
1 review

Swedish Medical Center Cherry Hill Skybridge   
 1 review + 1 subcommittee review

Amazon at Westlake and Lenora 
Street Vacation 

4 reviews 

North Transfer Station 
Street Vacation

1 review  | $41,000,000

CIP

Broad Street IRIS Holdings 
Street Vacation 

2 reviews 

Arena Street Vacation 
1 review 

Duwamish River Habitat Restoration  
Street Use Permit  

1 review 

Spruce Project   Alley Vacation 
 1 review 

4040 26th Ave SW Street Use Permit
1 review 


