Construction Codes Advisory Board
Minutes of June 16, 2016

Board Members present:

Greg Gilda Charlie Beck
Len Whalen Eric Vander Mey
Lily Iftner

Board Members absent:

Steve Simpson Jim Safranek
Joseph Malaspino Lachlan Foss
Rob Lane Judy Tucker
Allan Wakeling
City Staff:
Kathleen Petrie Maureen Traxler
Larry Leet

Minutes of June 2, 2016
CCAB unanimously approved the notes of the June 2, 2016 meeting.

Review of the draft 2015 Seattle Boiler Code

Larry Leet shared proposed amendments to the draft 2015 Seattle Boiler Code:
HOT WATER HEATER, COMBINATION definition: It is not a closed vessel but “potable water”
that distinguishes a water heater from a boiler, so this term was added for clarification to
the definition.
HOT WATER HEATER, POTABLE (FIRED, ELECTRIC, THERMAL, SOLAR, AND INDIRECT)
Definition: Because it is not appropriate to have a requirement in a definition, it was
suggested that “...having an installation permit issued by King County Plumbing Program”
should be removed from the definition.
CCAB recommended that we replace this proposed definition with the definition that will be
used in the Seattle Plumbing, Fuel Gas, Mechanical, and Residential Codes: “WATER
HEATER. Any heating appliance or equipment that heats potable water and supplies such
water to the potable hot water distribution system, and includes only those appliances that
do not exceed pressure of 160 pounds per square inch (1103 kPa), volume of 120 gallons
(454 L) and a heat input of 200,000 Btu/hr (58.6 kW). Appliances and equipment that
exceed these values are classified as boilers.”
JACKETED STEAM KETTLE definition: CCAB members recommended that the following
sentence be moved to become a new Item #2 in Section 3.3 because it is a requirement
which is not appropriate in a definition: “Vessels that are equal to or greater than 1-1/2
cubic feet in volume (11.22 gals capacity), shall be ASME code stamped.”
It was also noted that the term “jacketed steam kettle” isn’t used in the Code except in the
definition. Larry Leet explained that the purpose of the definition is to clarify that these
devices are pressure vessels subject to the code. The group discussed the possibility of




adding an exception to the requirements for installation permits for small jacketed steam
kettles or to the requirement that equipment have an ASME stamp.
CCAB also suggested that the following sentence be deleted; it is more appropriate for the
Fee Ordinance: “Jacketed steam kettles shall be measured in square feet by multiplying the
external diameter by the length (size determines the permit fee)”
Section 3.1 Required Codes of Construction, Item B: CCAB suggested that Item B would be
clearer if it stated that boilers be manufactured according to the listed codes instead of
constructed. This change would clarify that the section applies to the date of manufacture
of the boiler rather than to the date of its installation in a building.
Section 4.1.1 Exemption from installation permits. Larry explained that Iltem B is an
exception. The Board suggested the following modifications to reduce redundancy:

e Potable hot water heater is already included in Item #6, so it should be deleted

from B.

e The definition of combination hot water heater should be modified to state that
it is a type of hot water heater. Since the definition of hot water heater includes
Iltems 1 through 4 of Item B, those items could be deleted. Combination hot
water heater could be listed separately in Item A.

e “Pool heaters,” which are included in Item B, should be listed separately in Item
A.

The Board recommended that Item C is more appropriately located in Section 5,
requirements for in-service inspections.

Section 4.18 Location of Boilers and Pressure Vessels: The Board recommended adding the
term “pressure vessels” to this section because the section heading includes both boilers
and pressure vessels.

The July 7' meeting will continue review of the Boiler Code starting from Section 4.19

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.



