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Applicant Name: Kim Badwin for Segttle Department of Parks and Recregtion
Address of Proposal: 2200 Martin Luther King Jr. Way South

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ACTION

Master Use Permit to renovate an existing park (Martin Luther King J. Memorid Park) to include
inddlation of dairs, handralls, paths and retaining wdls. A Determinaion of NonSignificance was
prepared by the Seettle Department of Parks and Recrestion.

The following gpprovas are required:

SEPA - Environmenta Determingtion - Chapter 25.05 SMC

SEPA DETERMINATION: [ ] Exempt [ ] DNS [ ] EIS

[X] DNSwith conditions*

[X] DNS involving non-exempt grading or demolition or
involving another agency with jurisdiction

* A Determination of Non-Significance was prepared by the Sesttle Department of Parks and
Recrestion. SEPA review by DPD isfor SEPA conditioning.

BACKGROUND DATA

Site Description

Martin Luther King . Memorid Park islocated in a Single Family 5000 (SF 5000) zone in South East
Sedttle. The siteis bounded by Martin Luther King Jr. Way South on the west, 28™ Avenue South on
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the east, and South Walker Street on the north. Portions of the park are mapped as environmentally
critical areas due to dopes exceeding 40 percent.

Area Devd opment

Devdopment in the vicinity consists of amixture of commercid and residentid uses. The Alpac bottling
company islocated across the Street to thewest. A Lowe's home improvement store islocated on the
block to the south. There are avariety of commercia uses dong Rainier Avenue South one block to
thewest. The Department of Parks and Recrestion operates an indoor tennis court facility on the block
to the north of thisste. Development consists primarily of sngle family resdencesin the large SF 5000
zone to the east.

Proposal Description

The Department of Parks and Recrestion proposes to construct accessibility improvements at the
presently developed park ste. These include concrete pathways and dairs, viewing terraces with
associated retaining walls, agphdt pathway's, tree replacement, pedestrian and feature light upgrades and
minor irrigation upgrades. The pathways and viewing terraces will be incorporated into the existing
terraced wall system.

Public Comments

No comments were received during the comment period which ended June 17, 2005.

ANALYSIS- SEPA

Theinitid disclosure of the potential impacts from this project was made in the environmenta checklist
submitted by the goplicant’s agent (dated March 21, 2005) and annotated by the Land Use Planner.
The information in the checklidt, the supplementa information submitted by the gpplicant, and the
experience of the lead agency with the review of smilar projects form the basis for this andyss and
decison.

The SEPA Overview Policy (SMC 25.05.665) clarifies the relaionship between codes, policies and
environmenta review. Specific policies for each dement of the environment, certain neighborhood
plans, and other policies explicitly referenced may serve as the bass for exercising substantive SEPA
authority.

The Overview Policy dates, in pat, “Where City regulations have been adopted to address an
environmenta impact, it shal be presumed that such regulaions are adequate to achieve sufficient
mitigation” subject to some limitations. Under such limitations/circumstances (SMC  25.05.665)
mitigation can be consdered.

Short - Term Impacts
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Congtruction activities could result in the following adverse impacts. construction dust and storm water
runoff, emissons from congtruction machinery and vehicles, increased particulate levels, increased noise
levels, occasona disruption of adjacent vehicular and pededtrian traffic, and a smdl increase in treffic
and parking impacts due to congtruction workers vehicles. Severd congtruction-related impacts are
mitigated by exising City codes and ordinances gpplicable to the project such as The Noise
Ordinance, the Stormwater Grading and Drainage Control Code, the Street Use Ordinance, and the
Building Code. Following is an andysis of the air, water quality, streets, parking, and construction
related noise impacts as well as mitigation.

The Street Use Ordinance includes regulations which mitigate dust, mud, and circulation. Temporary
closure of sdewaks and/or traffic lane(s) is adequately controlled with astreet use permit through the
Sesttle Department of Transportation (SDOT), and no further SEPA conditioning is needed.

Congtruction is expected to temporarily add particulates to the air and will result in a dight increase in
auto-generated ar contaminants from congtruction worker vehicles, however, this increase is not
anticipated to be ggnificant. Federa auto emisson controls are the primary means of mitigating air
quality impacts from motor vehicles as stated in the Air Qudity Policy (Section 25.05.675 SMC). No
unusud circumstances exist which warrant additiona mitigation, per the SEPA Overview Policy.

Long - Term Impacts

Long-term or use-related impacts are dso anticipated from the proposd: surface water runoff from
impervious surfaces; dte; increased demand on public services and utilities; increased light and glare;
loss of vegetation; and increased energy consumption. These long-term impacts are not considered
sgnificant because the impacts are minor in scope.

The long-term impacts are typica of a park and will in part be mitigated by the City’s adopted codes
and/or ordinances. Specificaly these are Stormwater, Grading and Drainage Control Code
(sormwater runoff from impervious surface); Land Use Code (height; setbacks; parking); and the
Sesttle Energy Code (long-term energy consumption). Additiona land use impacts which may result in
the long-term are discussed below.

Drainage

Water runoff on gte will be generated through stormwater or through controlled irrigation (the exiding
gystem is in place). Stormwater running off the pathway will be absorbed by the adjacent soil and
plantings picked up after infiltration through dte soils by exising sorm drainage systems on dte
(induding exiging wall drain and curtain drain systems). During congtruction, sormwater runoff will ill
be alowed to flow through the site as it presently does, however, inlets to sorm drainage sysems will
be protected from st contamination, and open work areas will be monitored for and protected against
eroson. Therefore, drainage will be directed away from adjoining properties. No additional mitigation
messures will be required pursuant to SEPA.
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Earth

The Environmentally Criticd Areas (ECA) Ordinance and Director’s Rule 3-93 require submission of a
soils report to evauate the Site conditions and provide recommendations for safe congtruction in areas
with landdide potential and/or a history of unstable soil conditions. A geotechnica report was submitted
with this gpplication The congruction plan, including shoring of excavetions as needed and erosion
control techniques received separate review by this department’s geotechnica engineers. Any addition
information showing conformance with applicable ordinances and codes (the ECA Ordinance, the
Stormwater, Grading and Drainage Control Code, Director’'s Rules 393 and 3-94) will be required
prior to issuance of building permits. Applicable codes and ordinances provide extensive conditioning
authority and prescriptive construction methodology to assure safe congtruction techniques are utilized;
therefore, no additiona conditioning is warranted pursuant to SEPA policies.

Plantsand Animals

Songbirds and crows have been observed in the park. No threatened a endangered species are
known to exist on the dte. Approximately 12,300 square feet of turf will be removed. Up to ten failing
cherry trees will be removed and replaced. Up to two deciduous trees will be removed due to grading
work in the area. The proposed landscaping includes restoration of disturbed lawn areas and
replacement of the faling cherry trees No ggnificant adverse impacts to plants or animals are
anticipated to result from this project.

Traffic and Transportation

The Indtitute of Trangportation Engineers (ITE) Manud estimates that public parks generate 1.59
vehicle trips per acre. However, the Department of Parks and Recrestion’ s observations of park use
indicate that vehicle trips per day average five to ten with few on most days and more during specid
events afew times ayear. Pesk volumes generaly occur during daylight hours. The volume o traffic
dong Martin Luther King J. Way South is high and aong 28" Avenue South and South Walker Street
is moderate. Nearby intersections operate at acceptable levels. The amount of traffic expected to be
generated by the park improvements and for specia events severa times per year iswithin the capacity
of the dreets in the immediate area, so no SEPA mitigation of traffic impacts is warranted.

Parking

The ITE Manua estimates that City parks generate a parking demand of 15 spaces per acre per day.
However, this esimate is based on parks in outlying suburban aress rather than a more densely
developed area located adjacent to the Sound Trangt Light Ral under congtruction and a bus line.
There is currently no parking established for this park and the project will not provide any additiond
parking. Onstreet parking is available on 28" Avenue South. None of the existing spaces would be
eiminated. Parking is available across South Waker Street in the Amy Y ee Tennis Center parking lot.
Future phases of park improvements will provide designated parking on 28" Avenue South and a bus
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pullout on South Walker Street. DOPAR will work with The Segitle Department of Transportation to
modify “no parking” sgnage on Martin Luther King . Way South to dlow for limited parking during
daytime hours to encourage park use through easier access by schools and others. Demand for parking
increases for specia events a few times per year. However, the intermittent increase in parking demand
from these occasiona events would not warrant SEPA mitigation. Therefore, no mitigation of parking
impacts is necessary pursuant to SEPA.

Summary

In concluson, severd adverse effects on the environment are anticipated resulting from the proposal
which is nonggnificant. However, no mitigation is warranted.

DECISION - SEPA

This decison was made after review by the respongble officid on behdf of the lead agency of a
completed environmental checklist and other information on file with the responsible department. This
conditutes the Threshold Determination and form.  The intent of this declaration is to satisfy the
requirement of the State Environmenta Policy Act (RCW 43.21.C), including the requirement to inform
the public of agency decisons pursuant to SEPA.

[X] Determination of NonSignificance. This proposa has been determined to not have a significant
adverse  impact upon the environment. An EIS is not required under
RCW 43.21C.030(2)(C).

[ ] Determinaion of Sgnificance. This proposa has or may have a significant adverse impact upon
the environment. An EISisrequired under RCW 43.21C.030(2)(C).

SEPA CONDITIONS

None.

Sgnature; (sgnature on file) Date: October 13, 2005
Malli Anderson, Land Use Planner
Department of Planning and Development
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