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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Master Use Permit for future replacement of a seven million gallon reservoir with a five million 
gallon buried reservoir (Myrtle Reservoir).  Project includes 18,100 cubic yards of grading.  
Determination of non-significance prepared by Seattle Public Utilities.   
 
The following Master Use Permit components are required: 
 

SEPA - For Conditions Only - (SMC Chapter 25.05)  
 
 
SEPA DETERMINATION: [   ]  Exempt   [   ]  DNS   [   ]  EIS 
 

[X]  DNS with conditions 
 

[   ]  DNS involving non-exempt grading or demolition 
or involving another agency with jurisdiction. 

 
Environmental review resulting in a Threshold Determination is required pursuant to the Seattle 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), WAC 197-11, and the Seattle SEPA Ordinance (Seattle 
Municipal Code [SMC] Chapter 25.05).  Public notice was published on August 4, 2005.  The 
required public comment period ended on August 17, 2005. 
 
*NOTE: SEPA threshold determination issued June 6, 2005 by Seattle Public Utilities 

acting as lead agency. 
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BACKGROUND DATA 
 
Site & Vicinity 
 
The 5.66 acre project site is located in West Seattle between 35th and 36th Avenues Southwest 
and Southwest Myrtle and Willow Streets.  It lies within a Single Family 5,000 (SF 5000) zone.  
The surrounding single family zoning remains constant through out the neighborhood; however, 
the density decreases south of the reservoir due to a shift in zoning from SF 5000 to Single 
Family 7,200 (SF 7200).  Both High Point Secondary School and High Point Community Center 
are located one block to the east.  Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church has a sanctuary, 
school and rectory across 35th Ave. SW. from the reservoir.   
 
Proposal 
 
Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) proposes to replace its seven million gallon Myrtle Reservoir with 
a new five million gallon buried reservoir.  The new reservoir would be located within the 
existing reservoir footprint.  Due to a change in regulatory requirements by the Washington State 
Department of Health, SPU must cover all open drinking water reservoirs and to address 
drinking water security concerns following the events of September 11, 2001.  
 
A secondary benefit of burying the reservoir is the creation of open space for public parks.  As 
directed by the Seattle City Council, the open space development over the buried reservoir is the 
responsibility of Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation (DOPAR).  Seattle Parks and 
Recreation Department would need to submit its changes under a separate permit.   
 
This proposal applies only to the reservoir burying work, which is the responsibility of Seattle 
Public Utilities.  Constructed between 1946 and 1947, the existing open-water reservoir has six 
inch concrete slab panels lining the bottom and sloped sides.  This concrete bottom would be 
removed and material excavated down to firm bearing soils.  Structural backfill would be 
brought in and compacted to construct the new base slab.  The concrete panels on the side slopes 
would either be demolished and crushed for use as partial backfill or left in place during 
construction to help prevent erosion during construction and then covered with backfill.  Further 
excavation on one side of the existing reservoir would require installation of drain vaults.  
Reservoir access hatches, vents and other appurtenances would be clustered into an 
approximately 30 foot wide fenced utility corridor extending along one side of the buried 
reservoir with a paved, single lane access road.  The entire surface area of the reservoir would be 
covered with one to two feet of soil and planted/ seeded with grass.  
 
Two elevated water storage tanks, a one-million gallon capacity tank and a half-million gallon 
capacity tank, lie to the south of the reservoir.  The tanks sit at a higher grade than the reservoir. 
A concrete retaining wall separates them from the reservoir.  Construction work would be 
limited to the area north of the retaining wall.   
 
A small building, located southwest of the reservoir, contains telemetry equipment for the 
reservoir.  The telemetry building will remain unchanged.  A City owned radio communication 
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facility is located to the northwest of the reservoir.  A chain link fence separates this facility form 
the reservoir.  No work is planned at this facility.  
 
At the far north edge of the site (at 36th Ave. SW and SW Willow St.) sits the reservoir’s chlorine 
building.  The building contains equipment and chlorine gas used to disinfect water in the 
reservoir.  While the exterior o the building would remain unchanged, the equipment inside the 
building would be renovated.  The chlorine gas equipment would be replaced by new equipment 
required for on-site generation of sodium hypochlorite, similar to liquid household bleach.  New 
electrical panels and instrumentation cabinets required for the new reservoir would also be 
installed. 
 
After SPU completes the new buried reservoir, the site will be turned over to the DOPAR for 
further site improvements.   
 
Public Comment 
 
No comment letters were received from the public during the comment period, which ended on 
August 17, 2005. 
 
 
ANALYSIS - SEPA (for conditions only) 
 
The initial disclosure of the potential impacts from this project was made in the environmental 
checklist and threshold determination (dated May 19th, 2005) submitted by the applicant's agent.  
The information in the checklist, construction plans, supplemental information submitted by the 
applicant, and experience of the Department with the review of similar projects form the basis 
for this analysis and decision. 
 
Short-term Impacts 
 
The following temporary or construction-related impacts are expected:  minor decreased air 
quality due to suspended particulate from the demolition and removal of the existing structural 
features, hydrocarbon emissions from construction vehicles and equipment; increased traffic and 
demand for parking from construction equipment and personnel; increased noise; and 
consumption of renewable and non-renewable resources.  All of these impacts are minor in scope 
and of short duration.  Several adopted codes and/or ordinances provide mitigation for some of 
the identified impacts (such as the Stormwater, Grading and Drainage Control code and Street 
Use ordinance).   
 
Traffic 
 
SPU has indicated that during construction, dump trucks would deliver and haul materials away; 
and other trucks would deliver equipment and supplies.  Myrtle Reservoir is served by 35th 
Avenue SW which at this location is classified as an arterial.  Adequate capacity is available on 35th 
Ave. SW to accommodate the anticipated increase in vehicular traffic associated with the proposal 
and no further mitigation pursuant to SEPA for this short term impact is warranted. 
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Long-term Impacts 
 
Long-term or use related impacts are also anticipated from the proposal.  These long-term 
impacts are not considered significant because they are minor in scope.  Notwithstanding the 
determination of non-significance, the following impacts merit more detailed discussion. 
 
 
DECISION - SEPA 
 
This decision was made after review by the responsible official on behalf of the lead agency of a 
completed environmental checklist and other information on file with the responsible 
department.  The intent of this declaration is to satisfy the requirements of the State 
Environmental Policy Act (RCW 43.21.C), including the requirement to inform the public of 
agency decisions pursuant to SEPA. 
 
 
CONDITIONS - SEPA 
 
No conditions are warranted.  
 
 
 
Signature:   (signature on file)      Date:  November 14, 2005 

Bruce P. Rips, Senior Land Use Planner 
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