© o0 N o o B~ O w NP

N I T N T N N N T N T X e T = T o S e S S o e
X N o O R W N P O © © N oo ol hd W N P O

podowski

DPD - Building ID Signs Downtown — ORD.doc
November 3, 2010

v.6

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to land use and zoning; amending Section 23.55.034 of the Seattle
Municipal Code, allowing signs on buildings in downtown zones to be placed more than
sixty five feet above ground level under certain circumstances and updating related sign
code provisions in the Land Use Code.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 23.55.034 of the Seattle Municipal Code, which section was last
amended by Ordinance 120466, is amended as follows:

23.55.034 Signs in downtown zones

A. The provisions of this ((seetien)) Section 23.55.034 shall apply to all downtown zones

except PSM, IDR and IDM zones, and portions of PMM zones located in a Historic District. In
areas of PMM zones not located in a Historic District, these regulations may be modified by the
provisions of the Pike Place Urban Renewal Plan. Signs in the PSM, IDR and IDM zones are
regulated by the provisions of Chapter 23.66, Special Review Districts.

B. The following signs shall be permitted in all downtown zones as regulated by this

((seetion)) Section 23.55.034:

1. Electric, externally-illuminated or nonilluminated signs bearing the name of the
occupant of a dwelling unit, not exceeding ((sixty-feur{64})) 64 square inches in area;

2. Memorial signs or tablets, and the names of buildings and dates of building
erection when cut into a masonry surface or constructed of bronze or other noncombustible

materials;
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3. Signs for public facilities indicating danger ((ardfer)), or providing service or
safety information; and

4. Properly-displayed national, state, and institutional flags.

C. General Standards for All Signs.

1. Signs may be electrical, externally-illuminated, nonilluminated or may use
video display methods when the sign meets the development standards in Section 23.55.005,
Video display methods.

2. No sign shall have rotating or moving parts that revolve at a speed in excess of
seven (((A)) revolutions per minute.

3. No flashing signs shall be permitted.

4. Roof signs shall not be permitted.

5. No portion of any ((en-premises)) on-premise or ((eff-premises)) off-premise
sign shall be located more than ((sixty-five{65))) 65 feet above the elevation of the sidewalk at
the street property line closest to the sign, other than for ((en-premises)) on-premise signs that:

a. Identify tenants addressed by subsection 23.55.034.D.1.e; or

b.((enhy-dentify)) Identify hotels ((an€)) or public buildings. ((anre-ahere

sueh-a-sign))

6. Signs permitted by subsections 23.55.034.C.5.a and b shall have no rotating or

moving parts and shall meet the other requirements of this ((seetior)) Section 23.55.034.

D. ((On-premises)) On-premise Signs.

1. Number and Type of Permitted Signs. The following individual or combination

of types and numbers of signs are permitted subject to the standards of this Section 23.55.034:
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a. Each use may have one (({1))) pole, ground, projecting or combination
sign for each ((three-hundred(300))) 300 lineal feet, or portion thereof, of frontage on public
rights-of-way, except alleys.

b. (Hraddition-to-the sighs-permitted-by-subseetion-Dla—eaeh)) Each use
may have one ((€4))) wall, awning, canopy, marquee, or under-marquee sign for each ((thirty

£36))) 30 lineal feet, or portion thereof, of frontage on public rights-of-way, except alleys.

Each multiple-business center may have one (((3))) wall, ground, marquee, under-marquee,
projecting, or combination sign for each ((three-hundred-(3060))) 300 lineal feet, or portion
thereof, of frontage on public rights-of-way, except alleys.

d. ((Ameng the number and type of permitted signs in subsections Dla,

Bib-and-BDieamaximum-offour{(4)-of these)) Each hotel or public building may have wall
signs identifying ((hetels)) the hotel or public ((buHdirgs+may-be)) building. If the signs are

located more than ((skxty-five{65))) 65 feet ((er+ore)) above the elevation of the sidewalk((:)),

the signs shall meet the following standards:

1) The signs shall not identify more than one tenant located in the

building, the building shall not have more than four signs, and each facade shall not have more

than one sign as allowed by this subsection 23.55.034.D.1.d. Provided that if the signs identify a

tenant meeting the requirement of subsection 23.55.034.D.1.e.2, a hotel, or a public building; and

the building is greater than 500 feet in height; then as an alternative to the four signs allowed by

this subsection 23.55.034.D.1.d.1, no more than two signs that identify the same tenant and do

not exceed the size requirement of subsection 23.55.034.D.2 may be placed on the building.
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2) The Director finds after consulting with the Seattle Design

Commission that sign design, materials, scale, and location relate to the architectural style of the

building while preserving the brand design of the establishment; and

3) The sign:

a) Is attached to the building with a mounting system that is

not visible beyond the edges of the sign elements; and

b) Does not project above the top or beyond the edge of anyj

wall surface to which the signs are affixed.

e. One tenant per building, other than a hotel or public building, may have

wall signs located more than 65 feet above the elevation of the sidewalk identifying the tenant, if

the standards of subsection 23.55.034.D.1.d and the following standards are met:

1) The signs are located within the highest 25 percent of the tallest

portion of the facade;

2) The tenant has a lease in force for at least 200,000 square feet of

gross floor area within the structure on which the signs are proposed;

3) The signs are removed within 90 days after the tenant ceases to

occupy at least 200,000 square feet of gross floor area in the building where the signs are

located; and

4) The signs are illuminated by halo lighting with a white light

source; provided, that signs may be internally-illuminated when the surface on which the sign is

mounted is made of glass or other highly-reflective material that would interfere with the

appearance of the sign if is halo-lit. Internal illumination is limited to only those letters or sign
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elements that will appear white when lit. Any illumination shall be designed to ensure that no

lighting source or raceway is exposed. The light source shall be no brighter than the equivalent

of 30 milliamp neon tubing behind a diffuser panel. The applicant shall provide a signed

declaration from the sign manufacturer stating that the illumination does not exceed the limits of

this subsection 23.55.034.D.1.e.4.

1. ((e-Where-the-principaluse-oracthrty-onthedotis-outdeor)) Outdoor
retail sales((;)) uses may have ((banner)) banners ((and)) or strings of pennants provided they are

maintained in good condition ((

Dla, D1b and Dlc)).

2. Maximum Area of Permitted Signs. There shall be no maximum area limits for

((en-premises)) on-premise signs((;)) except; for wall signs on buildings that ((sighs-tdentifying))

) tenants

meeting the requirement in subsection 23.55.034.D.1.e .2, hotels, or public buildings; each sign

shall not exceed 324 square feet in area or exceed 18 feet in height. Provided, if any building

identified in this subsection 23.55.034.D.2. is greater than 500 feet in height and the applicant

chooses to place signs on the building as allowed by subsection 23.55.034.D.1.d.1, the signs

shall not collectively exceed a total of 648 square feet in area or individually exceed 18 feet in

height.
E. (Off-premises)) Off-premise Signs.
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1. When accessory parking is provided on a lot other than the lot where the

principal use is located, ((eff-premises)) off-premise directional signs ((Five{5))) 5 square feet or

less in area identifying the accessory parking shall be permitted.

2. ((oft-premises)) Off-premise directional signs and advertising signs, in
addition to those permitted by subsection 23.55.034.E.1, shall be permitted according to Section
23.55.014.

3. Advertising signs are prohibited in Downtown Mixed Residential/Residential
(DMR/R) zones.

4. Sign kiosks as provided in Section 23.55.015 are allowed in downtown zones.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within 10 days after
presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2010, and

signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this

day of , 2010.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of , 2010

Michael McGinn, Mayor
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Filed by me this day of
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, 2010.

City Clerk




