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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ACTION 

 

Land Use Application to allow a new 9,000 sq. ft. skate park facility and renovation of an 

existing 8,300 sq. ft. play area at Roxhill Park.  Project includes 900 cu. yds. to grading, new 

landscaping and a rain garden.  Determination of non-significance was prepared by the Seattle 

Department of Parks and Recreation. 

 

The following Master Use Permit components are required: 

 

SEPA - For Conditions Only - (SMC Chapter 25.05) 

 

 

SEPA DETERMINATION: [   ]   Exempt   [X]   DNS   [   ]   EIS 

 

[   ]   DNS with conditions 

 

[   ]   DNS involving non-exempt grading or demolition 

or involving another agency with jurisdiction. 

 

Environmental review resulting in a Threshold Determination is required pursuant to the Seattle 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), WAC 197-11, and the Seattle SEPA Ordinance (Seattle 

Municipal Code [SMC] Chapter 25.05).  Public notice was published on April 12, 2012.  The 

required public comment period ended on April 25, 2012. 

 

 

*NOTE: SEPA threshold determination issued February 22, 2012 by Seattle Parks and 

Recreation acting as lead agency. 
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BACKGROUND DATA 
 

Site & Vicinity 

 

Roxhill Park lies south of Southwest Barton St., north of Southwest Roxbury St., and roughly 

between Southwest 27
th

 and 29
th

 Avenues on the east and west respectively.  The park includes 

children’s play area, parking, ball fields and open lawns.  Surrounding uses include single family 

and multifamily residences, commercial, and institutional (Roxhill School).  A substantial 

portion of the site has a mapped wetland which is the headwaters of Longfellow Creek. 

 

In the area of the proposed skate park, environmentally critical area maps indicate the presence 

of steep slope and peat settlement areas.  Liquefaction and wetland zones lie outside of the skate 

park location.  Based on DPD’s investigation, the area designated steep slope on the maps does 

not qualify due to previous grading.  The construction of the skate park would lay at-grade and 

would not be an issue for the function of the area of peat settlement. 

 

Proposal 

 

Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation (DOPAR) propose to construct a 9,000 sq. ft. 

concrete skate park facility and renovate 8,300 sq. ft. of existing play area.  The project includes 

ADA path connections, seating areas, 18 new trees, turf grass and a bio-retention cell/rain 

garden.  Construction of the skate park requires the removal of nine trees.  Approximately 900 

cu. yds. of soil will be excavated for the construction of the skate facility; however, this soil will 

be relocated within the park. 

 

A sizeable wetland exists to the east of the proposed skate park location.  The skate park is 

separated from the wetland by sports fields, a children’s play area and a lawn.  No work will 

occur in the wetland.  The bio-retention facility will be constructed within 200 ft. of the wetland. 

The hydraulic purpose of the bio-retention cell is to reduce volume and slow stormwater flow 

from the skate park before reaching the wetland.  Runoff from the skate park is considered clean 

as no vehicles drive upon it.  The existing field drainage daylights in the adjacent wetland and 

provides a source of clean water.  The proposed rain garden will connect to this pipe and 

ultimately discharge to the wetland. 

 

Public Comment 

 

No comment letters were received from the public during the comment period, which ended on 

April 25, 2012. 

 

 

ANALYSIS - SEPA (for conditions only) 

 

The initial disclosure of the potential impacts from this project was made in the environmental 

checklist and threshold determination (dated March 15
th

, 2012) submitted by the applicant's 

agent.  The information in the checklist, construction plans, supplemental information submitted 

by the applicant, and experience of the Department with the review of similar projects form the 

basis for this analysis and decision. 

 



Application No. 3013178 

Page 3 

Short-term Impacts 
 
The following temporary or construction-related impacts are expected: minor decreased air 

quality due to suspended particulate from the demolition and removal of the existing structural 

features, hydrocarbon emissions from construction vehicles and equipment; increased traffic and 

demand for parking from construction equipment and personnel; increased noise; increased 

greenhouse gas emissions; and consumption of renewable and non-renewable resources.  All of 

these impacts are minor in scope and of short duration.  Several adopted codes and/or ordinances 

provide mitigation for some of the identified impacts (such as the Stormwater, Grading and 

Drainage Control code and Street Use ordinance). 
 
Traffic 
 
Seattle Parks and Recreation has indicated that during construction trucks would deliver and haul 

materials away; and other trucks would deliver equipment and supplies.  900 cu. yds. of soil will 

be redistributed on site.  No further mitigation pursuant to SEPA for this short term impact is 

warranted. 

 
Long-term Impacts 
 
Long-term or use related impacts are also anticipated from the proposal.  These long-term 

impacts are not considered significant because they are minor in scope.  Notwithstanding the 

determination of non-significance, the following impacts merit more detailed discussion. 
 
Plants and Animals 
 
Construction of the skate park will require the removal of nine trees.  None of these appear to 
qualify as exceptional trees.  The applicant proposes to plant 18 new trees as well as a bio-
retention cell with native plants. 
 
 
DECISION - SEPA 
 
This decision was made after review by the responsible official on behalf of the lead agency of a 

completed environmental checklist and other information on file with the responsible 

department.  The intent of this declaration is to satisfy the requirements of the State 

Environmental Policy Act (RCW 43.21.C), including the requirement to inform the public of 

agency decisions pursuant to SEPA. 
 
 
CONDITIONS - SEPA 
 
No conditions are warranted.  
 

 

 

Signature:   (signature on file)   Date:   July 12, 2012 

Bruce P. Rips, Senior Land Use Planner 

Department of Planning and Development 
 
BPR:drm 
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