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May 19, 2011  Project:  Yesler Terrace Redevelopment 

 
Phase:  Street Vacation 

 Last Reviewed: April 21, 2011; April 7, 2011; Jun 2, 2009; Apr 4, 2009 
 Presenters: Anne Fisk-Zuniga, Seattle Housing Authority 
   Alan Grainger, GGLO  
  

Attendees:  Beverly Barnett, SDOT 
Dave LaClergue, DPD 
Tom Eanes, SHA  
Rebecca Herzfeld, Council staff  
Marieke Lacasse, GGLO  
Bob Messina, public  
Melody McCutcheon, Hillis, Clark, Martin and Peterson, P.S. 
Beverly Barnett, SDOT 
Gary Johnson, DPD 
Peg Staeheli, SvR 
Shane DeWald, SDOT 
Nate Cormier, SvR Design 

 
  

 
Time: 1:30pm – 3:30pm          
 

Presentation 

Seattle Housing Authority proposed to replace the Yesler Terrace housing development with a much denser mix of 
housing, office and retail; its plans require vacating several streets. The Design Commission approved the urban 
design merit of the street vacation on April 21, 2011. 

Seattle Housing Authority presented the public benefit package for the street vacation. The package, as outlined in 
the presentation, included: 1) connectivity within and to the neighborhood, 2) improved street function by 
providing more ROW than vacated with better function for bikes and pedestrians, 3) parks and green streets, and 
4) public realm improvements. These improvements were above and beyond what will be required by new zoning 
and street improvement requirements.  

Seattle Housing Authority also proposed to return to the commission for review of the pocket parks at conceptual 
design, to embed a mechanism in the Planned Action Ordinance to ensure timely delivery, and to promise that the 
public benefits and public realm improvements be made concurrent with adjacent development. 

ACTION 

The Design Commission thanked the Yesler Terrace Redevelopment team for its clear presentation of 
the proposed project and its public benefit package for the street vacation.  

By a vote of 6-0, the commission recommended SDOT approve the street vacation and the public benefit 
package which included increased connectivity within and to the neighborhood, improved street function, parks 
and green streets, and public realm improvements. (See attached for details.) The commission made the 
following conditions: 

 Program, design and advertise the pocket parks and hillclimb to the general public, not just to 
those residents of Yesler Terrace. The parks and hillclimb should have features that draw 
visitors from elsewhere in Seattle. 
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 Pledge to present the design of the pocket parks and hillclimb to the Design Commission for 
review at concept design, schematic design, and design development. 

 Deliver public infrastructure, including the items in the public benefit package, when the Seattle 
Housing Authority or other developers build projects on the adjacent private land. Embed the 
schedule for the delivery of the public infrastructure in the Planned Action Ordinance. 

 Create and publish for public education the unique and innovative elements comprising the 
Yesler Terrace design and development. These could include sustainability features, community 
service areas, and public improvements provided beyond what would be required, so that 
others may learn from the process. 

 Advise city staff to review green infrastructure. Development of green infrastructure and 
stormwater management to “maximum extent feasible” should not be limited to the extent of 
the right-of-way. 
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