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The urban design goals and objectives establish a broad framework within which
the more specific guiding principles and the visual design guidelines for each of
the portal areas will be established.

Provide for the safety and comfort of pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit,
freight and other vehicles

e Create appropriate transitions from highway facilities to urban streets

e Provide adequate space and linkages for pedestrians, cyclists, and transit
and freight vehicles

e Provide a walkable pedestrian-oriented environment that is supportive of
transit

e Make Universal Design principles and accessibility a priority

e Use Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles
to improve public safety

e Emphasize design features which buffer pedestrians from moving traffic

Reinforce the sense of place and give structure and orientation to the
urban experience

e Maintain key views and vistas to the city skyline, natural features and
iconic elements

e Reveal the features of the natural and urban landscape that contribute to
Seattle’s unique identity and sense of place

e Create an appropriate sense of arrival and departure into and from the
City

e Establish a vocabulary of elements that integrate well with the urban
context and that enhance its legibility

e Enhance intuitive way-finding and a sense of orientation and destination

e Provide lighting that not only meets functional requirements but
enhances the scenic qualities and night-time experience of the city

e Foster opportunities for the integration of public art and artistic elements



Contribute positively to the fabric of the city and the unique qualities of
adjacent neighborhoods

e Support the preservation of historic buildings and the achievement of the
urban potential of adjacent neighborhoods consistent with approved
Neighborhood Plans

e Complement the context and qualities of adjacent neighborhoods with
an appropriate scale, massing and character of the built form

e Foster opportunities for future development and maintain the viability of
existing uses

e Maintain and enhance existing and potential activity linkages and a
continuous system of pedestrian and bicycle friendly public spaces

e Reduce barriers that will limit the future growth and evolution of the city

e Minimize leftover spaces that become opportunities for anti-social
behavior.

e Preserve and respect the continuity and pedestrian orientation of historic
streetscapes

Contribute to the sustainability of the urban environment

e Preserve Seattle’s urban forest and improve tree canopy cover

e Incorporate best management practices in the design of the stormwater
system

e Use lighting that protects the night sky

e Utilize elements that promote energy conservation

e Encourage the use of local and recycled materials

e Encourage an urban environment that supports healthy, active living

e Protect and preserve natural and cultural resources



