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Briefing Outline and Project Area

• Process for 
developing 
alternatives

• Review of 
existing 
conditions

• Overview of 
seawall 
alternatives

• Next steps



Preliminary Project Schedule



Environmental Schedule

Spring 
(June)
2010

Winter 
(February)

2011

Spring 
2011

Fall 
2011

Winter
2012 TBD* TBD*

Define 
project’s 
Purpose and 
Need

Establish range 
of alternatives 
for analysis 

Write 
environmental 
discipline 
reports for 
alternatives

Summarize 
discipline 
reports into 
Draft EIS

Publish Draft 
EIS 

Publish 
Final EIS

Issue 
Record of 
Decision

*Pending schedule coordination 
with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



Seawall Team Working in Parallel

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Waterfront Seattle Team

Public

Establish 
Range of 

Alternatives



U.S. Army Corps Coordination

Coastal 
storm 

damage 
reduction 
measures

Habitat 
restoration 
measures

Potential 
Federal Cost 

Share
(up to 65%)



Coordination with Waterfront Seattle



Working with the Public
• For those most affected, the project is well-known
• Seize the habitat opportunity by using innovative and 

science-based enhancements

• Maintain a responsible project budget
• Create more physical access to water and public gathering 

space 

• Maintain transportation routes, including continuous non-
motorized pathways

• Consider construction impacts to businesses and tourism

• Preserve historical and cultural significance



Shoreline Stabilization Systems: Flexibility



Shoreline Stabilization: Potential Technologies
Drilled Shaft

Ground Improvement
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Seawall Face: Protection of Stabilization



Seawall Zones 1-4



Seawall Zones 5-6



Existing Seawall: Pioneer Square/Ferry Terminal



Existing Seawall: Central Piers



Existing Seawall: Aquarium and Northward



What is an Alternative?

• Wall location

• Habitat enhancement measures

• Sidewalk and railings

• Multi-use trail

• Restored roadway

• Potential early wins

• Flexibility for Waterfront Seattle
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Existing and Proposed Seawall Alignments



Defining Alternatives
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Schedule of Briefings and Meetings

March Activities
March 17
March 22
March 22
March 23

Seattle Design and Planning Commissions
Central Waterfront Stakeholders Meeting #3
Central Waterfront Finance and Partnerships Subcommittee
Central Waterfront Design Oversight Subcommittee

April Activities
April 12
April 12
April 14
Late April

Central Waterfront Executive Committee
Central Waterfront Committee
Seattle Design and Planning Commissions
City Council Briefing (tentative) 



Contact Information

• Email: seawall@seattle.gov
• Website: 

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/seawall.htm
• Phone: Stephanie Brown, SDOT: 206-386-4635 

Jennifer Wieland, SDOT: 206-733-9970
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