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Public input to Draft 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan 
12/9/20 

 
 
Below is input provided on the draft 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan via emails sent to 
Sandra Pinto (Urban Forestry Policy Advisor with the City’s Office of Sustainability & 
Environment). The Urban Forestry Core Team will be discussing this input along with comments 
provided through an online comment form.  
 
The purpose of this document is to make the ‘raw data’ available to the public for process 
transparency.  
 
 
From: James Davis <jamesdavis1400@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 3, 2020 3:17 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Re: Seattle 2020 Draft Urban Forest Management Plan - public input open through November 
30 

CAUTION: External Email 
Hello Sandra,  thank you for asking for input.  I will follow up with the comment form but there are three 
items that I believe should be adjusted or added.    
 
First of all,  the attached Seattle Urban Forest Today page indicates Seattle had between 1.6 and 3 
million trees as of 2007.   I question the inclusion in the draft report that we have 4 million trees.    
 
Additionally,  I believe that the report should include that 64% of the trees are 12 inches in diameter or 
less,  per the attachment.  It is important to give readers a sense of what our trees consist of from a size 
perspective from the last time we looked.  (And it is okay to say our information is limited and further 
studies are required.) 
 
Finally,  for the tree benefits description,  it should be clearly stated that the bulk of the environmental 
benefits come from larger trees of 20 inches and greater in diameter and Evergreen trees of that 
size  provide even more benefit because of their year long duration.  That is why, in my opinion,  we 
can't skim over tree size and solely use the more vague canopy measure.     
 
It is a big day for the future of democracy and I had a moment while waiting for the election results later 
this afternoon to write this.  I will also spend more time looking at the draft but felt these items were 
important to discuss at the next UFC meeting. 
 
Best regards,  Jim Davis  
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From: heidi calyxsite.com <heidi@calyxsite.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 9:17 AM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Cc: David Moehring <moehringconsultant@gmail.com>; Stuart Niven <panorarbor@gmail.com>; Kevin 
Orme <ovaltinelatte@hotmail.com>; Steve Zemke (stevezemke@msn.com) <stevezemke@msn.com> 
Subject: Comments on Urban Forestry Management Plan 
 

CAUTION: External Email 
Dear Sandra: 
 
I filled out the survey monkey associated with the draft urban forestry management plan. I also include 
it as an attachment here for the public record. An additional priority not listed in your drop down list in 
the survey is that all the actions that relate to environmental priority communities must apply to ALL 
communities throughout the city. This is a huge omission. 
 
Please let us know how you plan to address public comments and whether these comments will be 
shared with all City departments. Thank you for your work on this initial draft. 
 
All the best, 
Heidi Siegelbaum 
 
 
Heidi Siegelbaum 
Heidi@calyxsite.com 
 

mailto:Heidi@calyxsite.com
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From: Kathleen Wolf <kwolf@uw.edu>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 9:11 AM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Cc: kwolf@uw.edu 
Subject: Re: Seattle 2020 Draft Urban Forest Management Plan - public input open through November 
30 
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CAUTION: External Email 

Dear, Sandra, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the UFMP. The document is thorough in presenting the 
situations of urban forestry in Seattle, and action goals going forward. 
 
I completed the online comment form. But I also did a complete read through of the plan and 
provided comments in the .pdf. The doc is attached. Most of my comments are copy editing 
suggestions, but I did offer some responses to the presentation of sections, and their order. 
 
I offer two high level responses (repeating some comments in the .pdf): 
 
1. Balance of benefits and challenges. First, these sections are presented some distance 
apart in the document. Taken as a whole the document is weighed much more heavily to the 
challenges. If I were a reader who is less supportive of trees, the practical concerns in the 
challenges section would be far more influential in my take-aways from the document. I suggest 
a more extended treatment of benefits, and offer the same level of detail as the challenges (or 
edit the challenges to the same general level of statement as the benefits). And perhaps place 
this related content closer together, knitting them by way of content about trade-offs, net benefit, 
and need for innovation. 
 
2. Where is the plan? I read a lot of interesting and informative content before getting to the 
purpose of the document, goals and aspirations, on page 28. It seems that this content should 
be more prominent earlier in the document. For instance, the last subsection of Chapter 1, say 2 
pages should be an executive summary of the goals, strategies, and action agenda. Otherwise, 
the reader has no idea where the 20+ pages between Chapters 1 and 4 is going. 
 
Hope this is helpful! 
 
Kathy 
  
Kathleen Wolf, Ph.D. 
Research Social Scientist  
kwolf@uw.edu 
  
University of Washington, College of the Environment 
      School of Environmental and Forest Sciences 
  
info at: 
Green Cities :: Good Health  
Human Dimensions of Urban Forestry & Urban Greening 
  
 
(Comments provided throughout Draft UFMP document – too long to paste in this document. Is 
provided separately).  
 
From: michaeloxman <michaeloxman@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 12:23 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Comments on UFMP 
 

CAUTION: External Email 

mailto:kwolf@uw.edu
http://www.greenhealth.washington.edu/
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=e9e4db3a-b67fe225-e9e4f38a-8630ffab37ab-392639e1abaf276f&q=1&e=0722b54f-b75c-4d64-92d2-bc3b3083c9b0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.naturewithin.info%2F
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Howdy, 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to send public comment on the draft 2020 Aeattle Urban Forest 
Management Plan. The survey monkey form didn't work, so I'm sending the comments here. 
 
1) Lack of a tree inventory database excludes decisions based on science. The original 2007 UFMP 
stressed scientific data as the basis for making good management decisions. The substitution of aerial 
photos every few years is a cheap replica of keeping a record in a single searchable spreadsheet, and 
requiring staff to update info each time they make contact with a particular tree.  
2) Tree assessment methods are subjective and lack metrics to view progress towards goals 
recommended by the city auditor. 
3) Wasted efforts abound in current staff efforts, with records unavailable to citizens, even presenting 
redacted results of public records that we requested.  
 
4) The UFMP Survey Monkey form attempts to slant equity concerns to higher priority. 
5) Highest priority should be to assess viability of an individual tree's health & structure, and conserve it 
in it's location. 
6) The 2037 goal, while admirable, does not contain short term goals, and we should have 1 and 5 year 
goals. 
7) The 2018 Davey Resource Group report's scoring system, of how well staff thought their performance 
was doing, showed upper managers & low budget prevent effective forest cultivation. 
8) Nowhere in the draft UFMP does it say that developer profit should be the highest and best land use, 
and that forest ecosystem integrity is subservient, but that is the reality of the hurdle the draft should 
be addressing. 
9) Contiguous wildlife corridor enhancement should be created by acknowledging the 'groveness' of a 
neighborhood, not only by emphasizing the ethnic or economic status of the people living there. 
10) The spell checker in the survey monkey form changed words and my intended meanings. The survey 
monkey form changed my priority list while I tried to scroll upwards or downwards to see choices out of 
view on my screen. The survey monkey form timed out before I finished composing my comments, and 
my ranking responses were lost (but not these comments, which were copied prior to the crashing of 
the survey monkey session). 
 
11) The draft UFMP is 2 years late. The Comp Plan goal was changed from requiring a 1% increase in 
canopy cover each year, to a watered-down 'net increase in canopy cover', and then to a 5 year UFMP 
update, and now we can't even do that. 
12) When the Urban Forestry Commission was appointed 11 years ago, there was a discussion whether 
to give it advisory powers or regulatory powers. The decade of the UF Commission's more than a 
hundred white papers giving specific advisory recommendations has shown the the Seattle 
administration discounts ecological land management, and the UF Commission needs to have it's power 
expanded to require UF Commission regulatory approval of zoning and building permits. 
13) The 'disarray' of the secret meetings among city urban forestry staff can be helped by implementing 
the Washington Public Meetings law, to open up agendas, minutes, and attendance to the public. 
14) The auditor recommended a single authority to improve coordination between departments, yet a 
decade has passed with weak mayors failing to appoint a leader. 
15) No department-wide urban forestry budget request has ever been submitted by the Mayor to the 
Council for funding. 
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16) A list of all urban forestry expenses was asked for in a 2019 public disclosure request, but the reply 
failed to respond with anything other than "The entire $6 billion dollar city budget is posted on the 
website; just go there and dig it out yourself", which is a violation of the public records law. 
I'll repeat the request: "Please list all staff and equipment expenses spent on urban forestry in 2019, 
according to department and individual staff job description".  
17) The draft's emphasis on location of trees shown by photogrammetric data is quantitative data that 
fails to give qualitative data to tree managers. 
 
Arboreally yours,  
 
Michael Oxman 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-0756A 
www.treedr.com 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 
From: Ann Stevens <annbstevens50@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 2:36 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Seattle 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan 

CAUTION: External Email 
In reading over the draft 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan I have these comments:  
 
1. The increase in housing density does not have to mean removal of trees in the single family residence 
zones, where a large portion of the large trees grow in Seattle.   The plan could recommend that the 
footprint limit be reduced on single family lots.   This would leave more unbuilt area to preserve existing 
trees or add addiitonal trees, and probably reduce the price of the houses built so that they are more 
affordable. 
 
2. Much of the plan lays out all the different agencies that deal with the urban forest and what they 
do.   However, I do not see a recommendation to reduce this complexity and focus urban forest 
protection and assessment in one office whose priority is the health and retention of the urban forest. 
 
3. The plan used the lidar study (2016?) as the baseline for canopy.   That study included very small trees 
as part of the canopy.   This does not recognize that such trees contribute very little to the 
environmental services provided by trees.   The results of a study with that flaw is a poor baseline to 
assess progress or deterioration in the urban forest in Seattle. 
 
4. The Davey report findings state that Seattle has a "Strong tree protection ordinance focused 
on maintaining mature trees with effective procedures."   I believe most informed Seattlittes, other than 
developers and builders, would strongly dispute this finding. 
 
Ann Stevens 
Seattle resident 
From: Calvin Burnap <cburnap@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 3:52 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Comments for Urban forest management 

CAUTION: External Email 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=40ebebb2-1f70d280-40ebc302-8697e44c76c2-fa31f54b10cd4828&q=1&e=35404fdb-e6f0-48d6-a11d-d901178427da&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treedr.com%2F
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Hello!  
If it’s not too late, please include my comments to request city attention and funds towards: 
 
protection and care of existing trees; 
steward city lands for overall canopy and floor health; 
increase overall quantity of green spaces; 
increase habitat for insects and animals; 
and, accordingly, ensure housing for all such that no life is superior to another so that no competition is 
required and no displacement is needed to make space for an other life. 
 
Sincerely, 
Calvin Burnap 
Seattle, 98102 
From: aileen langhans <aileenmargaret@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 4:32 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov>; Pedersen, Alex 
<Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov>; Durkan, Jenny <Jenny.Durkan@seattle.gov>; aileen langhans 
<aileenmargaret@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Comment Letter on the Urban Forest Management Plan 2020 - Draft 

CAUTION: External Email 
Please review and enter our comment letter into the records. 
 
The Langhans Ladies 
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From: kevinorme <kevinorme@protonmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 4:36 PM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Durkan, Jenny <Jenny.Durkan@seattle.gov>; Pinto 
Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov>; DOT_SeattleTrees <Seattle.Trees@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Brazier, Maketa <Maketa.Brazier@seattle.gov>; Pinto Urrutia, Sandra 
<Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Comments for Draft Seattle Urban Forest Management Plan 
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CAUTION: External Email 

hello and thanks for considering my comments to the Draft Seattle Urban Forest Mgmt Plan - PDF 
attached.  I will fill out and submit the online survey separately right now too. 
 
Kevin Orme 
Greenwood 
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From: MartinWesterman <artartart@seanet.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 5:06 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Michael Oxman <michaeloxman@comcast.net>; Steve Zemke <stevezemke@msn.com>; Elaine Ike 
<elaineike@hotmail.com>; Mary Fleck <maryfleckws@gmail.com>; Peggy Sturdivant 
<peggysturdivant@gmail.com>; David Moehring <dmoehring@consultant.com>; Annie Thoe 
<neighborhoodtreekeepers@gmail.com> 
Subject: SGSC comments: Draft Urban Forest Management Plan 

CAUTION: External Email 
Hi Sandra,  
 
Here are SGSC’s comments on the draft: 
 
The phrase we want to see in all zoning and development-related legislation is this: 
 
“Whereas, Seattle’s open and green spaces are a tangible asset essential to public health, urban 
resilience, equity and sustainability,  
Therefore the City of Seattle will integrate development within this context, to meet the needs of 
communities, neighborhoods, and the entire city.”   
 
So far, the City Council has rejected. 
 
All the best, 
Martin Westerman, Co-director 
Seattle Green Spaces Coalition 
 
 
 
 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=903b0b89-cfa032a7-903b2339-86c89b3c9da5-272203ee6ad316ab&q=1&e=1c4d0855-2c1c-41c4-82f5-730c84d3920f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fseattlegreenspaces.org%2F
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From: Janet Way <janetway@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 9:04 PM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Durkan, Jenny <Jenny.Durkan@seattle.gov>; Pinto 
Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov>; DOT_SeattleTrees <Seattle.Trees@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Brazier, Maketa <Maketa.Brazier@seattle.gov>; Pinto Urrutia, Sandra 
<Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Subject: Comments on Draft Seattle Urban Forestry Management Plan 

 

CAUTION: External Email 

Dear Mayor Durkan , Seattle City Council, and Ms Pinto Urratia: 

 

Please accept my comments on the Draft Seattle Urban Forestry Management Plan. (below and attached.) 

 

Thank you. 
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Janet Way 

11/29/20 

Subject: Comments on Draft Seattle Urban Forestry Management  Plan 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Please accept my comments on the Draft Urban Forestry Plan.  

The Emerald City is rapidly losing its verdant color because of the mistaken belief that every tree is 
expendable and that density is the answer to every problem.  

I urge Seattle to strengthen this plan and make tree protection a Seattle Value. 

I would recommend that Seattle study the Lake Forest Park tree ordinances and Urban Forestry Plans. 
While obviously that is a much smaller city, they have done a great deal to preserve existing forest and 
have an effective permitting system that provides mechanisms to promote tree protection and replacement 
tree planting. Even Shoreline has a “fee In Lieu” system for when a tree must be cut which has recently 
allowed for a substantial number of trees to be planted. 

These are the most important priorities for improving this Draft Urban Forest Management Plan: 

• Preserve existing trees. Because it takes decades for most trees to reach their ultimate size, trees already 
growing in Seattle generally provide immediate and ongoing benefits that cannot be matched by small/younger 
placement trees. …Focus especially on Evergreen Trees…Mid-large trees…Forests, woodlands and tree 
groves…Unique wildlife habitat. 

•  Maintain existing trees 

•  Habitat restoration and maintenance 

•  Plant new trees to replace those that have been cut 

•  Increase awareness of the value and proper care of trees. 

 

Urban Forest and Climate Change Links - 

Direct links to Climate Change must be made when assessing the value of preserving Seattle’s Urban 
Forest. This link must be strongly emphasized in this management plan.  

On of the clearest most obvious tools we have against Climate Change is protecting existing forests..  

Environmental Justice and Climate Change – 

 How does the decimation of the Urban Forest through systematic loss of mature tree cover impact 
communities of color or economically distressed Seattle communities? And how does Urban Forest 
reduction impacts on Climate Change affect poor people and their children? These impacts should be 
studied and included in the Urban Forest Management Plan. 

Permitting decisions that leave cutting of mature trees to a cookie cutter approach by developers are 
irresponsible. Increased urban development does not have to require all trees to be cut. Deploying a 
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creative approach for town home development and even larger scale development could include design 
options that preserve many existing trees for an attractive and healthy outcome for future residents and 
existing residents living nearby.  

Protecting mature conifers has a proven benefit of shade and air quality. There have been studies 
published in recent years that show links from reductions of lead from automobiles to reductions in crime 
rates. The theory being that the pollution which plagued California over the last century such as lead 
pollution actually contributed to higher crime rates because of the impacts of lead on brain development 
in those regions. Similarly, other pollutants which are still present, such as smoke from summer fires 
could contribute to health problems in urban areas. This is not a stretch. Asthma is another huge concern 
in poor communities and the Urban Forest is one of our best tools to clean the air. 

 

Urban Forest and Links to Water and Air Quality – 

What a lot of people even in the City government don’t realize is that Seattle is still Salmon Habitat. 
Several major stream systems, the largest being Thornton Creek flow through Seattle. And, of course 
Salmon habitat surrounds the City in both Lake Washington and Puget Sound and flows right through in 
the Ship Canal and Locks linking them both and the route to other important salmon stream systems 
beyond. Under law, Seattle is required to protect and restore salmon ecosystems. Urban Forests are one of 
the most important tools we have to protect our streams and water quality. Trees shade these creek edges 
and filter storm water that flows into them.  

The Urban Forest Management Plan should emphasize the links of trees to salmonid ecosystems and the 
City’s obligation to protect these elements together. 

Urban Forest as a Shield Against Heat Island Effect 

It has long been understood that the Heat Island Effect is a dangerous phenomenon that is only getting 
worse with each succeeding year. Protecting our existing trees and replacing those we’ve lost is a no-
brainer. And it should be addressed seriously in the Urban Forestry Management Plan. 

The EPA has a web page that strongly advocates for protecting trees to reduce the dangerous Heat Island 
effect which is a health hazard to humans and animals and exacerbates Climate Change. 

https://www.epa.gov/heatislands/using-trees-and-vegetation-reduce-heat-islands 

“Trees and vegetation lower surface and air temperatures by providing shade and 
through evapotranspiration. Shaded surfaces, for example, may be 20–45°F (11–25°C) 
cooler than the peak temperatures of unshaded materials.1 Evapotranspiration, alone 
or in combination with shading, can help reduce peak summer temperatures by 2–9°F 
(1–5°C).2,3 

Trees and vegetation are most useful as a mitigation strategy when planted in 
strategic locations around buildings or to shade pavement in parking lots and on 
streets. Researchers have found that planting deciduous trees or vines to the west is 
typically most effective for cooling a building, especially if they shade windows and 
part of the building’s roof.” 

https://www.epa.gov/heatislands/using-trees-and-vegetation-reduce-heat-islands#1
https://www.epa.gov/heatislands/using-trees-and-vegetation-reduce-heat-islands#2
https://www.epa.gov/heatislands/using-trees-and-vegetation-reduce-heat-islands#3
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Protecting our Urban Forest would be a cost-effective solution to combatting this Heat Island Effect 
problem. 

 

Cumulative Impacts – 

A cumulative impacts of assessment of the services lost from   

allowing up to, 4000 mature trees to be cut each year in Seattle should be conducted.  The 
impacts studied should be linked to development that causes these thousands of trees to be lost. 
And conversely what benefits could be gained by preserving them. 
 
Urban Forests in Parks 
 
The tragic devastation that is occurring in Seattle’s Parks and Open Space cannot be missed in a 
discussion of an Urban Forestry Management Plan. It will be impossible to manage our beautiful 
forest if then are under heavy use and abuse because of homeless encampments. Legally, 
camping is not permitted, but clearly these laws are being ignored because of concerns about 
homeless people who seem to think these parks are there for the purpose of camping. These 
encampments are ironically usually erected right under large trees. Some of these trees are being 
damaged.  
 
But the primary concern is that it is impossible to care for these forests as long as they are being 
used as unregulated campsites. There are many pollution problems resulting. And other impacts 
to the forests. These homeless encampments must be addressed in order to preserve these 
valuable open spaces for everyone. 
 

In conclusion, I urge Seattle to strengthen this Urban Forestry Management Plan and implement it 
forthwith. It is urgently needed to preserve what’s left of the Emerald City. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Janet Way 

 

From: RICHARD ELLISON <climbwall@msn.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 11:49 PM 
To: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Pinto Urrutia, Sandra 
<Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov>; Thaler, Toby <Toby.Thaler@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Comments to the 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP) 

 

CAUTION: External Email 
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Attached as a PDF is the full report (intro below). I include it because the City has been 
kicking this urban forestry can down the road for over 20 years, and the problems are 
basically the same as the City refuses to really deal with the problem of saving trees and 
protecting the environment.  

---------------------- 

 

Summary of Stakeholder’s Workshop  

 

December 2, 2000 Seattle Central Community College 

 

A. Workshop Goals 

A stakeholder’s workshop, sponsored by the City’s Office of Sustainability and 
Environment was held on Saturday, December 2 to bring together members of 
Seattle’s urban forestry community (NGOs, community organizations, community 
councils and neighborhood groups) to obtain their input on the City’s Strategic 
Plan for the Urban Forest. Specifically, the purpose of the stakeholders’ 
workshop was to provide participants with an opportunity to comment on 
objectives developed earlier in the year by Seattle’s Urban Forest Coalition (UFC, 
an interdepartmental team of City staff involved in urban forestry.) 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

My new comments submitted today, Nov 20, 2020, are below 

 

Comments to the 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP)  

From: Richard Ellison, MS Plant Ecology, climbwall@msn.com  

 
 

“The 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP) provides a framework for policy and action 
that guides city government decision making to help Seattle maintain, preserve, enhance, and 
restore its urban forest.”  

Seattle used to have an Urban Wildlife position that was central to finding ways to mitigate 
policy decisions and their effects on wildlife. It was eliminated in the 1980’s in budget cuts. Is it 
time to elevate the importance of wildlife (and trees) in Seattle to “protect and serve” our wildlife 
and urban forest?  

mailto:climbwall@msn.com
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WILDLIFE.  Pg 4 + 6 mention wildlife briefly : “Wildlife habitat. Urban trees provide terrestrial 
habitat for urban wildlife including bees, birds, mammals, and insects.”  There is not much of a 
discussion of details how birds and wildlife are impacted by tree species losses, canopy cover 
losses, etc.   

References show how the loss of Seattle’s native bird species diversity and number is 
correlated with loss of Seattle’s tree canopy, is detailed in a UW Phd thesis  “Avian responses 
to a gradient of urbanization in Seattle, Washington”, by Stephen Thomas Penland, 1984.  
Things have likely only gotten worse since then, in regards to avian losses.  

  

How the loss of native conifers impacts birds was studied at the UW Arboretum. This is another 
example of how birds are severely negatively impacted by canopy loss:  “Can birds tell the 
difference between native and introduced conifers in the Arboretum?” Washington Park 
Arboretum Bulletin 54: 3, 7-9 by 1991 Boersma, P.D. and *K.N. Almasi . Yes, some birds 
simply disappear from Seattle as their habitat is lost forever.  

  

How can we better protect the WA State Bird Species of Concern or Candidate Species known 
to exist in Seattle? What of other species that nest and roost in native trees? Cavity nesting 
birds like the Piliated Woodpecker should allow for large DBH trees to be preserved, alive or as 
retained snags. This protection would allow other cavity nesters to also improve. What does the 
loss of these Exceptional trees mean to eagles, osprey, woodpeckers, etc?  

  

Pg 6 Importance of urban trees – missing mention of soils and functions- intercept water, 
improve water quality of runoff. Trees slow down the rainwaters from reaching our overtaxed 
combined sewage system. How do trees improve the situation of the quantiy and quality of 
precipitation runoff? Regarding impacts to salmon, how to quantify non-point pollution runoff 
increases from tree removal on a watershed basis. Would there a value in supporting a tree 
retention, storm water refund/impervious surface tax?  

Pg 7 Timeline – missing- In 1997, the City Council protected the tallest Chinese Tree Privet in 
Washington State with a $2500 bond, the first construction tree bond ever in Seattle.  The City 
Council Urban Forest Work Group held meetings in 1997-2000 to find ways to protect the trees 
in Seattle.  

Pg 15 Challenges to the urban forest. – Missing impacts of invasive vegetation threatening 
mature trees, understory recruitment, biodiversity, slope stability, habitat quality, etc.   

A big challenge is the poor coordination with other state and federal jurisdictions (WDOT, Corps 
of Engineers), and within the different City departments, as well as UW, and the many public 
and private schools and colleges.   

Examples of problems and needs:  

WDOT: Heavy infestations of invasive vegetation in trees along highways including steep slope 
areas. The expansion of the 520 bridge in the UW Arboretum area shows many exceptional 
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trees removed and no snags retained for wildlife. Trees are treated as just “in the way.” 
Replanting sometimes is not proper mitigation when groves of trees are removed. A twig is not a 
tree.  

Corps of Engineers: large canal trees trees being removed for “improvements” affecting roosts 
and nesting. How to better interact with Federal jurisdictions?  

UW: official tree policies ignored in massive construction projects , Husky stadium parking, etc..  

Private schools: Seattle Prep HS, Seattle Hebrew Academy – are examples of campuses with 
trees heavily overgrown with invasive vegetation, many on steep slopes. There is no 
maintananice of these areas.  

Public schools : Ingraham HS’s removal a large grove of trees resulting in communities filing 
litigations.  

City of Seattle “Orphaned” steep slopes along Westlake, Highway 99, Lake City Way, are 
examples of steep slopes with many exceptional trees and groves choked with invasive 
vegetation threatening both trees and slope stability.  

DCI- variances:  Give aways:  with many exceptional tree removals and grove removals 
reducing Seattle’s tree canopy in many neighborhoods.  

Seattle City Light: overpruning, tree removal controversies are common.  

Seattle Parks:  Promises of snag preservation by Seattle Parks results in losses of both tree 
canopy and cavity nesting habitat. For example, back when Mark Mead was in charge of Parks 
forest programs, Interlaken Park when a group of 40” DBH cottonwoods were removed but no 
retention.  

Seattle Port Commission. Many trees and groves are removed for airport activities. Are they all 
necessary or is it overkill? Dealing with aviation safety sometimes can be overzealous, and who 
is measuring the gains and losses?  

Natural capital assessment?  

Pg 18 - Development and urban design. Accommodating trees in urban areas pose additional 
issues. – missing discussion of building taller to maximize on ground open space allowing for 
mature trees and play space.  

Pg 19 – Invasive plants.  It does not discuss economic effects of invasives, such as threats to 
habitats, steep slopes failing when saturated, or large broken branches overloaded with vines 
falling on roads in storms. It does not map areas where invasives threaten either slope stability 
of steep slopes (like along Westlake and Lake City Way for example). Are these private property 
or public? These steep slopes have been abandoned for decades, and are found throughout our 
city. Some of the wealthiest communities in Seattle (Capital Hill for example) still neglect their 
backyards, not knowing, not caring, not realizing how easy it might be to hire crews to begin the 
restoration of these areas. Homeowner might be happy to donate monies if only they knew of 
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the problem and possible solutions. Private properties, schools, churches, highways, etc with 
steep slopes are the remnants of the urban forest, neglected because of the difficulties to allow 
development.   

Now these are our last treasured groves and they are under threat. Communities with lack of 
funds might need more financial assistance. Where could the funding come from? The City 
must adopt a Tree Ordinance with fees and fines, and charge developers fees to help maintain 
the urban forest infrastructure.   

Pg 20   Chapter 3: Existing management approach – missing a discussion of delays to update 
Tree Protection ordinance, and the impacts to tree canopy.   

The City has been “kicking the can” for decades on supporting and defending the urban forest. 
Below is attached a December 2000 City “investigation” into the urban forest. We keep trying to 
ignore the problem by discussing it to death and not doing enough to protect our urban forest 
resource.   

“A stakeholder’s workshop, sponsored by the City’s Office of Sustainability and Environment 
was held on Saturday, December 2 to bring together members of Seattle’s urban forestry 
community (NGOs, community organizations, community councils and neighborhood groups) to 
obtain their input on the City’s Strategic Plan for the Urban Forest.  “  

Pg 25 – Existing Programs – No mention of the Seattle Urban Forest Commission efforts since 
2009.  

Pg 26 – Green Seattle Partnership – No mention of the invasive problem on private properties, 
both adjacent to City properties and separate. Missed opportunities to educate community 
members how to control invasives, options to hire crews or create volunteer neighborhood 
control groups, and the risks of neglecting controls.  

Pg 27 - Management of public and street trees. Missing a discussion of the decline or death of 
many newly planted trees due to lack of watering in Parks and ROW’s.  

 Pg 31 - UFMP goals – Preserve History - Many trees have a human history that were planted 
for special events, like the International Peace Trees.   

Pg 32 - UFMP strategies – No mention of preserving and enhancing wildlife habitats, especially 
examples like heron rookeries, etc.  

Pg 33 - Chapter 5: Action agenda – No mention of supporting native wildlife (birds), their habitat 
needs, flyways  

Pg 34 Action Agenda- Environmental Justice – missing is any discussion of the needs for 
focusing on open space for children, families, and retired people concurrent with the loss of 
open space for both affordable housing and denser housing. Lack of play yards and open space 
in new development projects leads to lower quality of life in a denser, urban island heat affected 
city.  

--------------------------------------------- 

From: heidi calyxsite.com <heidi@calyxsite.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 6:35 PM 
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To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov>; Torgelson, Nathan 
<Nathan.Torgelson@seattle.gov> 
Cc: David Moehring <moehringconsultant@gmail.com>; Stuart Niven <panorarbor@gmail.com>; Kevin 
Orme <ovaltinelatte@hotmail.com>; Steve Zemke (stevezemke@msn.com) <stevezemke@msn.com>; 
David Moehring <dmoehring@consultant.com>; heidi calyxsite.com <heidi@calyxsite.com> 
Subject: RE: Comments on Urban Forestry Management Plan 

 

CAUTION: External Email 

Thank you Sandra.  

 

Implications Beyond the “Tree” agencies 

The UFMP has very important implications for air quality/health; stormwater; habitat; climate change 
and green infrastructure. In some cases, the interdepartmental team that addresses the urban forest 
does not include organizations like the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, other parts of SPU (like all the 
folks I work with on stormwater), the American Lung Association or the Department of Neighborhoods. 

The silos between the “tree” agencies and SDCI, the Dept of Community Development, the Dept of 
Neighborhoods, OSE, the Chamber network and classic natural resource agencies almost always means 
that trees lose. The DADU/ADU new laws are a perfect example.  

Need for a centralized and organizing theme based on values of biophilia 

In many ways, our tree failures are really connected with our inability to create a cohesive set of values 
and strategies that run like veins through a blue cheese, to protect our biological resources as a meta 
priority for the city and to have the backbone and political will to enforce the laws we have on the 
books. 

Buildings have embodied carbon and are not carbon sinks- trees are; 6-packs create compacted soils and 
stormwater run off- room for trees would not; building without design and community focus has led to 
completely haphazard development which only appears to benefit those in the private building industry. 
Most of the trees being cut are for views, at the behest of developers and to build market rate housing. 
What’s happening on the south end is just criminal and completely at odds with our platitudes about 
race and equity. 

 

The need for meaningful public engagement 

Based on what I read and hear in community blog posts and other posting boards, the residents who live 
here are frustrated beyond their ability to process their frustration. As an old friend said not long ago, 
it’s like engagement theatre- the results baked in the cake through back room deals and then aired with 
the citizens with minimal, if any changes to the policy or approach under consideration.  Rather, we 
have elected officials pointing fingers at these residents, calling them names (YIMBYs) or well -intended 
NGOs calling people who value trees racist. It’s like being in grade school. 
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The tone and approach of the City must change… or maybe the hiring process and election results will 
force that change.  We just cannot treat the city like a toilet. 

The UFMP must address the entire city, not just parts of it. OSE also deserves to have more staff. A while 
ago we were engaged in a conversation about tree related staffing- that issue also needs to be 
addressed in any final plan.  

Please make sure the comments in this email are also included in the public record associated with the 
UFMP and the Tree Ordinance we are still waiting for. 

 

All the best, 

Heidi Siegelbaum 

 

Heidi Siegelbaum 

Heidi@calyxsite.com 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/HeidiSiegelbaum 

From: Julie Knight <jknightiwa@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 10:18 AM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Urban Forest Mgmt Plan 

CAUTION: External Email 

Dear Ms Pinto Urrutia,  

I would like to urge continued prioritzation of preservation and growth of Seattle’s tree canopy to better 
promote citizens physical and mental health.  Please consider this request for the Urban Forest 
Management Plan:  "Update the City's Tree protection regulations” and “Focus tree planting 
in environmental equity priority communities” as the top 1 and 2 priorities respectively.   

 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Julie Knight Iwayama  

98107 

 

mailto:Heidi@calyxsite.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/HeidiSiegelbaum
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From: Susan Ward <barrettmw@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 10:55 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Seattle Urban Forest Management Plan draft 
 
CAUTION: External Email 
 
Dear Sandra and City of Seattle, 
 
I am sending this after the survey closed, because unfortunately I only saw notice of this survey a day 
after it closed. I wish it had been better publicized, and much earlier. 
 
I think that while the consolidation of trees and canopy oversight, now proposed by the Council, to 
replace so many different entities having control over street trees, private property trees, trees under 
wires, park trees, etc,, may be a good thing, we need to ensure protections sooner. I am concerned that 
SDCI is currently the department responsible for protecting trees- a conflict of interest that rarely, i 
believe, protects them from developers. 
 
More emphasis should be given to preserving mature, large trees in neighborhoods.  It takes decades to 
replace them, and all the benefits they provide. 
 
I agree with the statements below from don’tclearcutseattle: 
 
The draft Seattle 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP) needs to be strengthened to more 
aggressively protect Seattle’s existing trees and urban forest citywide. 
Resolution 31902 passed by the Seattle City Council in 2019 lists a series of regulations and actions to be 
considered on protecting trees, however many items are missing from the proposed UFMP. For 
example, the adoption of a fee-in-lieu if trees cannot be replaced on site, would help to provide needed 
funds to achieve Seattle’s goal toward planting trees in low-income and low canopy neighborhoods. 
Portland, Oregon just amended their tree ordinance to charge a fee in lieu of $450/inch for all trees 
removed by developers that are over 20 inches DSH. In 2018 when the fee-in-lieu applied to trees over 
36 inches DSH, they collected some $1.44 million for their Tree Removal and Replacement Fund. 
 
The 2020 draft UFMP devotes only one page to the “importance of urban trees” while the 2013 Urban 
Forest Stewardship Plan devoted 5 pages. However, five pages are still devoted to “challenges” and 
“competing uses.” Please devote more explanation to the benefits and documentation of the 
importance of urban trees as was done in the 2013 Plan. 
 
The following Priority Actions listed in the 2013 Plan have been removed. They should be added back 
with their more detailed explanation. 
• Preserve existing trees. Because it takes decades for most trees to reach their ultimate size, trees 
already growing in Seattle generally provide immediate and ongoing benefits that cannot be matched by 
small/younger replacement trees. …Focus especially on Evergreen Trees…Mid-large trees…Forests, 
woodlands and tree groves…Unique wildlife habitat. 
• Maintain existing trees 
• Habitat restoration and maintenance 
• Plant new trees 
• Increase awareness of the value and proper care of trees. 
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Eighteen Action items are mentioned in the current (2020 UFSP) draft. One of the most important items 
is listed last and is not bolded as a priority item. “Update the City’s tree protection regulations.” Seattle 
City Council Resolution 31902specifically says, “Submit legislation in 2020 for consideration by the 
Council.” The specific lack of emphasis on the need to update SMC 25.11, the City’s Tree Protection 
Ordinance, is unfortunately consistent with the city’s current 11 year delay in modernizing and updating 
the ordinance. 
 
The proposed key metric tracking does not track tree removal. SDCI is not included in tracking tree 
replacement or tree loss in key activity metrics. As noted, SDCI’s private property oversight covers some 
72% of the trees in Seattle and should be the entity doing the most tracking of tree retention, loss, and 
replacement. They should do this by requiring permits to remove and replace trees as many other cities 
have been doing for years. All metrics should be tracked on a quarterly basis and publicly posted on the 
city website. 
 
There needs to be more details around the push for increased housing density and construction in the 
city. Lots are literally being clear-cut across the city, removing trees not even in the proposed building 
footprint. Many trees are being lost, including large old trees that provide the most benefits to people 
living and working in the city. The city and this plan are not attaching a cost to this loss of trees and their 
benefits or looking for ways to both build and protect more trees. SDCI is not even willing to incorporate 
the phrase requiring developers “to maximize the retention of existing trees” in landscaping plans. 
Meanwhile Portland, OR in 2018 amended their tree ordinance to require permits to remove any tree 
outside the building development footprint to reduce the unnecessary loss of existing trees. Seattle 
should follow suit and also aggressively work with builders to develop alternative building design plans 
that could save more trees. 
 
Inclusive community involvement is a vital part of the solution, but the same development pressures 
facing areas with lots of trees also affect all communities, including the BIPOC and low-income 
communities. As the 2013 Urban Forest Stewardship Plan noted, replanting of trees to compensate for 
large trees cut down will take decades to compensate for the benefits lost, no matter where they are 
planted in the city. The loss is even more significant to the traditionally underserved communities that 
have low tree canopy to start with. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Susan Ward 
 
 
From: Steve Zemke <stevezemke@msn.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 12:26 AM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Comments on draft Urban Forest Management Plan 

CAUTION: External Email 

Hi Sandra, 
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I am forwarding to you and the UFC my written comments on the draft Urban Forest 
Management Plan. Survey Monkey did not include links in my comments.  

In particular I would like to bring attention to an article "Google Tree Canopy Lab taps AI to help 
cities plan tree planting projects ". Venturebeat.com Nov 18, 2020 

"Tree Canopy Lab aims to address some of the blocks by analyzing satellite images 
collected from planes during the spring, summer, and fall seasons. Pairing these with 
the data analysis capabilities of Google AI and Google Earth Engine, the tool pinpoints 
all trees in a city and measures their density. The imagery used for Tree Canopy Lab’s 
calculations includes color photos that closely represent how a city might be seen from 
the sky. To extract even more information about a city’s canopy cover, near-infrared 
photos reveal colors and details that human eyes can’t see, comparing images from 
different angles to create a height map." 

 
A second article also on this "Google debuts an AI tool for tracking tree canopy coverage 
with LA", ArchPaper.com Nov 2020 

 
"Per Google, it plans to share data and insights gleaned from Tree Canopy Lab with “hundreds” 
of cities in the coming year while it continues to improve the technology based on the pilot roll-
out in Los Angeles. City officials and planners who are looking to beautify and cool down their 
respective burgs are also encouraged to proactively reach out and get involved." 

 

Comments by Steve Zemke for TreePAC.org on Seattle’s draft 2020 Urban Forest Management 
Plan  - Nov 30, 2020 

The draft Seattle 2020 Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP) needs to be strengthened to 
more aggressively protect Seattle’s existing trees and urban forest citywide.  

The first Seattle Urban Forest Management Plan in 2007 adopted a goal of 30% tree canopy 
cover by 2037 for Seattle. The 2016 Seattle Tree Canopy Assessment has Seattle’s tree canopy 
at 28%. But the 30% canopy goal is still set at 30% for 17 years from now. Meanwhile Tacoma in 
2018 determined they had a 20% tree canopy cover and set a goal of getting to 30% by 2030.  
Seattle needs to adopt a more aggressive goal and join Tacoma in setting 2030 as their target 
date to reach 30% tree canopy.  

 While tree canopy cover is an important metric to track trees, the data collected should also 
include 3-D slices to get an idea of canopy volume changes as well as tracking loss of large trees 
which provide the most ecosystem services to the city. Periodic 5 year assessment of canopy is 
an important tracking metric.  

The 2020 UFMP needs to update the statement that the “replacement value of Seattle’s 
existing urban forest ... is close to $5 billion dollars” to reflect current values. The figure of 

https://venturebeat.com/2020/11/18/googles-tree-canopy-lab-taps-ai-to-help-cities-plan-tree-planting-projects/
https://venturebeat.com/2020/11/18/googles-tree-canopy-lab-taps-ai-to-help-cities-plan-tree-planting-projects/
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=3a107df5-658b4511-3a105545-8621b744bf41-baf30e039f6ae350&q=1&e=c5754f95-c99b-4c4d-97f1-272efa19c80e&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.archpaper.com%2F2020%2F11%2Fgoogle-debuts-tree-canopy-lab-la%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=3a107df5-658b4511-3a105545-8621b744bf41-baf30e039f6ae350&q=1&e=c5754f95-c99b-4c4d-97f1-272efa19c80e&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.archpaper.com%2F2020%2F11%2Fgoogle-debuts-tree-canopy-lab-la%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=745d0eaa-2bc6364e-745d261a-8621b744bf41-dc32f3bba2201fe0&q=1&e=c5754f95-c99b-4c4d-97f1-272efa19c80e&u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FjAAXqqDcbBrxdkW67
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/UrbanForestryCommission/Resources/UFMPv11_100620.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/Trees/Mangement/Canopy/Seattle2016CCAFinalReportFINAL.pdf
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$4.99 billion dollars was from a 2012 Seattle's Forest Ecosystems Values report when the tree 
canopy was estimated at 23% and is outdated. It would also greatly help to conduct a Natural 
Capital Assessment to get a better grasp on the ecosystem service value of the urban forest to 
the city.   

 The 2020 draft UFMP devotes only one page to the “importance of urban trees” while the 2013 
Urban Forest Stewardship Plan devoted 5 pages. However, five pages are devoted to 
“challenges” and “competing uses.” Please devote more explanation to the benefits and 
documentation of the importance of urban trees like was done in the 2013 Plan.  

The following clear Priority Actions listed in the 2013 Plan have been removed. They should be 
added back with their more detailed explanation.  

• Priority Action – “Preserve existing trees. Because it takes decades for most trees to 
reach their ultimate size, trees already growing in Seattle generally provide immediate 
and ongoing benefits that cannot be matched by small/younger placement trees.” 
…Focus especially on Evergreen Trees…Mid-large trees…Forests, woodlands and tree 
groves…Unique wildlife habitat. Priority Action -Maintain existing trees… 

• Priority Action – “Restore…” 
• Priority Action - Plant new trees…” 
• Priority Action - Increase awareness of the value and proper care of trees. 

Eighteen Action items are mentioned in the current draft. One of the most important items is 
listed last and is not bolded as a priority item. “Update the City’s tree protection regulations.” 
Seattle City Council Resolution 31902 specifically says, “Submit legislation in 2020 for 
consideration by the Council.” The specific lack of emphasis on the need to update SMC 25.11, 
the City’s Tree Protection Ordinance, is unfortunately consistent with the city’s current 11 year 
delay in modernizing and updating the ordinance.  

Unlike many other cities, in Seattle  

• no permits are required to remove most trees on private property, 
• tree replacement by developers of exceptional trees and trees over 24 inches DBH even 

when required by law since 2001 are usually not replaced,  
• no in lieu fee is in place if trees cannot be replaced on site; significant trees removed are 

not required to be replaced, 
• maximizing retention of existing trees during development is not required, 
• arborists are not required to be licensed and sign off on knowledge of tree regulations,  
• a separate detailed tree inventory prior to any development is not required and the list 

goes on and on.  

Resolution 31902 passed by the Seattle City Council in 2019 lists a series of regulations and 
actions to be considered on protecting trees, however a complete list is not in this Plan. For 
example, the adoption of an in-lieu fee if trees cannot be replaced on site, would help to 

https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/Trees/Mangement/EcoSystem/Seattles_Forest_Ecosystem_Values_Report.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/Trees/Mangement/2013_Urban_Forest_Stewardship_Plan.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/Trees/Mangement/2013_Urban_Forest_Stewardship_Plan.pdf
https://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4129523&GUID=6AC9ED61-D479-4DC9-9EAF-3C765F83E0C6&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=31902#:%7E:text=Title%3A,increase%20Seattle's%20tree%20canopy%20cover.&text=title-,A%20RESOLUTION%20declaring%20the%20City%20Council's%20and%20the%20Mayor's%20intent,increase%20Seattle's%20tree%20canopy%20cover.
https://library.municode.com/wa/seattle/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT25ENPRHIPR_CH25.11TRPR_25.11.100ENPE
https://library.municode.com/wa/seattle/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT25ENPRHIPR_CH25.11TRPR_25.11.100ENPE
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provide needed funds to plant trees in “low-income and low canopy neighborhoods.” As the 
2016 City Canopy Study confirmed, in “Census tracts with lower counts of tree canopy more of 
the population tends to be people of color and lower income.” Portland, Oregon just amended 
their tree ordinance to charge a fee in lieu of $450/inch for all trees removed by developers 
that are over 20 inches DSH. In 2018 when the fee in lieu was for trees over 36 inches DSH, they 
collected some $1.44 million for their Tree Removal and Replacement Fund.    

Key activity metrics conspicuously lack tracking tree removal and only note tree planting.  All 
metrics should be tracked on a quarterly basis and publicly posted on the city website. SDCI is 
not included in tracking tree replacement (or tree loss) in key activity metrics, even though this 
is mentioned elsewhere as one of their key priorities. Since all trees are supposed to be on a 
site plan for development, the information of existing trees, trees removed, trees replaced, in 
lieu fees paid and the location where replacement trees were planted should all be tracked.  As 
noted, SDCI’s private property oversight covers some 72% of the trees in Seattle and should be 
the entity doing the most tracking of tree retention, loss, and replacement, both during 
development and outside of development. They should do this by requiring permits to remove 
and replace trees as many other cities have been doing for years.  

The elephant in the room, but not discussed in detail in the draft plan, is the push for increased 
housing density and construction in the city. Lots are literally being clearcut across the city. 
Many trees are being lost, including large old trees that provide the most benefits to people 
living and working in the city. The city and this plan are not attaching a cost to this loss of trees 
and their benefits or looking for ways to both build and protect more trees. SDCI is not even 
willing to incorporate the phrase requiring developers “to maximize the retention of existing 
trees” in landscaping plans. Meanwhile Portland, OR in 2018 amended their tree ordinance to 
require permits to remove any tree outside the building development footprint to reduce the 
unnecessary loss of existing trees. Seattle should follow suit and also aggressively work with 
builders to develop alternative building design plans that could save more trees. 

It is a long overdue priority to address the race and social justice and environmental inequities 
occurring in communities of color and lower income communities. Inclusive community 
involvement is a vital part of the solution, but the same development pressures facing areas 
with lots of trees also affect these communities. As the 2013 Urban Forest Stewardship Plan 
noted, replanting of trees to compensate for large trees cut down will take decades to 
compensate for the benefits lost, no matter where they are planted in the city. The loss is even 
more significant to the communities that have low tree canopy to start with.  

I find the list of 18 items a very selective list that has some very leading statements that don’t 
present alternatives to the items mentioned. A better way to select priorities is to provide a list 
of 50 or 75 possible action items and ask people to select the top 15 or 20. As it is these are the 
IDT Teams selection of 18 priorities and as such limits the public’s response to priorities. 

https://www.portland.gov/bds/news/2020/11/12/portland-city-council-adopts-updates-citys-tree-code-strengthening-tree
https://www.portland.gov/bds/news/2020/11/12/portland-city-council-adopts-updates-citys-tree-code-strengthening-tree


 

39 
 

 Regarding Tree canopy       Google’s Tree Canopy Lab taps AI to help cities plan tree planting 
projects. Venturebeat.com Nov 18, 2020 

"Tree Canopy Lab aims to address some of the blocks by analyzing satellite images collected 
from planes during the spring, summer, and fall seasons. Pairing these with the data analysis 
capabilities of Google AI and Google Earth Engine, the tool pinpoints all trees in a city and 
measures their density. The imagery used for Tree Canopy Lab’s calculations includes color 
photos that closely represent how a city might be seen from the sky. To extract even more 
information about a city’s canopy cover, near-infrared photos reveal colors and details that 
human eyes can’t see, comparing images from different angles to create a height map." 

A second article also on this "Google debuts an AI tool for tracking tree canopy coverage with LA", 
ArchPaper.com Nov 2020 

"Per Google, it plans to share data and insights gleaned from Tree Canopy Lab with “hundreds” of cities 
in the coming year while it continues to improve the technology based on the pilot roll-out in Los 
Angeles. City officials and planners who are looking to beautify and cool down their respective burgs are 
also encouraged to proactively reach out and get involved." 

 

From: Elby Jones <ejones@forterra.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 1:17 PM 
To: Pinto Urrutia, Sandra <Sandra.PintoUrrutia@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Seattle Urban Forest Management Plan Comments 

 

CAUTION: External Email 

Hi Sandra, 

Our Green Cities teams went through the plan and I compiled all the comments - See attached. Hope 
you’re well and talk to you shortly! 

Thanks, 

Elby Jones 
Green Cities Program Manager 
Forterra | Land for Good 
T 206-905-6890 |  W forterra.org 
Pronouns: they/them/theirs 
 

Seattle Urban Forest Management Plan Comments – Forterra Green Cities Team 

12-9-20 

Page 4: Seattle’s Relationship to Trees 

• Timeline centers European settlers and has a voice of written by colonizers, for colonizers 

https://venturebeat.com/2020/11/18/googles-tree-canopy-lab-taps-ai-to-help-cities-plan-tree-planting-projects/
https://venturebeat.com/2020/11/18/googles-tree-canopy-lab-taps-ai-to-help-cities-plan-tree-planting-projects/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/11/google-debuts-tree-canopy-lab-la/
https://forms.gle/jAAXqqDcbBrxdkW67
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=56a3b951-093881a7-56a391e1-8681010e5614-b0ddd0dc08f5c7a1&q=1&e=98ab243b-c5df-468f-82b2-f3a8a69ed669&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forterra.org%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=c18d55fd-9e166d0b-c18d7d4d-8681010e5614-cecf7d207713690c&q=1&e=98ab243b-c5df-468f-82b2-f3a8a69ed669&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mypronouns.org%2Fwhat-and-why
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=074e70ac-58d5485a-074e581c-8681010e5614-2599350ea3eea767&q=1&e=98ab243b-c5df-468f-82b2-f3a8a69ed669&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mypronouns.org%2Fthey-them
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• More of a call out of native folks prior to 1700's 
o Specifically mention how they managed forests 
o Add more history - goes from one line of mentioning native folks, to European 

settlement – skips thousands of years 
• Mention how land was not managed the same way after the City was incorporated 

o Mention that native folks were not allowed within city limits after the city was 
incorporated – had no say in parks and natural resource management 

• 1700s box: “Local population” is confusing, could refer to populations of plants. Should 
specifically call out indigenous people. Glosses over violence of removal of native people. 

• Add a more specific line to call out specific neighborhoods that were impacted by redlining 
 
Page 16: Unsanctioned Encampments  

• Section could be flushed out and more nuanced 
• “Normal use of public property" – With so many varied uses of natural spaces, “normal” is not a 

great word to use here 
• Term "temporarily down on their luck” seems cavalier - instead address that the system has 

failed people and homelessness is beyond their control 
• Could specifically mention that the system is broken, housing needs to be addressed - what is 

Seattle doing to address it? 
o Reference resources that the city has allocated to address the problem 

• Views (Page 14) – glosses over destruction cause by tree removal for views 
o This is problematic because so much is focused on encampments damaging trees, but 

does not address the damage done by wealthier people hiring contractors to top and/or 
remove tree – sometimes trees on public property.  

 
Page 31:  

• No support for private homeowners to maintain trees - people often remove trees because they 
can't afford to maintain them.  

o This is called out on Page 31 in box 4, but not in the challenges sections (Page 12) – 
Establishment and maintenance costs somewhat addresses this, but it could be flushed 
out more. 

 
Page 36:  

• Tons of research is already out there on trees and gentrification. Go a step further and add steps 
about how to stop gentrification.  

 

 

Typos: 

• Page 15 
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• Page 19 – sentence doesn’t seem to be finished/ends oddly 

 

Overall 

• Who is your audience? Reframe how you talk to/about people. Seems aimed at affluent, 
educated, white people. 

• Outline plan for HOW they plan to work with BIPOC communities 
• No mention of cultural importance and/or uses of trees 
• Add maps: Tree canopy map? Maps of tree canopy overlaid with race and/or income? 
• Add a GSP photo (Page 23) – Forterra can share photos, if needed 
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