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SEATTLE URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION

Julia Michalak (Position #1 — Wildlife Biologist), Co-chair
Joshua Morris (Position #7 — NGO), Co-Chair
Joe Sisneros (Position #2 — Urban Ecologist - ISA) « Falisha Kurji (Position #3 — Natural Resource Agency)
Becca Neumann (Position #4 — Hydrologist) « Stuart Niven (Position #5 — Arborist — ISA)
Hao Liang (Position #6 — Landscape Architect — ISA) « David Moehring (Position # 8 — Development)
Blake VVoorhees (Position # 9 — Realtor) « Laura Keil (Position #10 — Get Engaged)
Jessica Hernandez (Position #11 — Environmental Justice) « Jessica Jones (Position # 12 — Public Health)
Lia Hall (Position #13 — Community/Neighborhood)

The Urban Forestry Commission was established to advise the Mayor and City Council
concerning the establishment of policy and regulations governing the protection, management,
and conservation of trees and vegetation in the City of Seattle

Meeting notes
August 17, 2022, 3:00 p.m. —5:00 p.m.
Via Webex call and in-person at the
Seattle Municipal Tower, Room 1872 (18" floor)
700 5" Avenue, Seattle

(206) 207-1700
Meeting number: 2483 066 4221
Meeting password: 1234

Attending
Commissioners Staff
Josh Morris — Co-Chair Patti Bakker — OSE
Julia Michalak — Co-Chair
Falisha Kuriji
Becca Neumann
Hao Liang
Blake Voorhees Guests
Laura Keil Toby Thaler
Lia Hall

Public

Greg Spotts
Absent- Excused Steve Zemke
Joe Sisneros Valerie
Stuart Niven Tina Cohen

David Moehring
Jessica Hernandez
Jessica Jones

NOTE: Meeting notes are not exhaustive. For more details, listen to the digital recording of the meeting at:
http://www.seattle.gov/urbanforestrycommission/meetingdocs.htm
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Call to order: Josh called the meeting to order and offered a land acknowledgement.

Public comment:

Greg Spotts introduced himself to the UFC, as the Mayor’s nominee for director of Seattle Department of
Transportation. He will be starting in the position on September 7 and is introducing himself to folks in
advance of that and noted that he is very passionate about trees. He grew the Urban Forestry Division in Los
Angeles DOT from 95 staff to 250 staff during his tenure there. He really looks forward to collaborating with
the UFC on the challenges regarding street trees and private property trees and trees in public lands. He
hopes to lead SDOT with the knowledge of all of the options in the toolkit to develop multipurpose
streetscapes. He worked with a similar body in L.A. and looks forward to meeting and working with the UFC.

Valerie noted they are very interested in hearing about and is concerned about the project in Lakeridge Park.

Tina Cohen noted regarding Michael Eliason’s presentation, she has some concerns that the European model
referred to is very different from how the U.S. is laid out. The schemes described didn’t allow for large trees;
we need space for large trees to thrive in Seattle.

Chair, Committees, and Coordinator report:
Patti shared information on upcoming meetings and projects:
- Deadhorse Canyon project — Sharon Ricci shared concern at the last meeting about an SPU project in
Deadhorse Canyon. She followed up with information on a meeting that is coming up next Monday,
August 22. This will be a walking tour of the Taylor Creek Restoration Project site in the canyon.
Sharon wanted to ask if a member of the Commission could attend this walking tour.

The options presented and resulting decisions will affect whether hundreds of trees are removed
from the Deadhorse Canyon corridor. This property is owned by City of Seattle and the parks
department but affects residents of Seattle and unincorporated King County who have property the
unfurls into the canyon.

Links to register for this event, and also for details of the project, will be put in the chat.

- Food Action Plan - The City is inviting Board and Commission members to share their thoughts on the
update of the Food Action Plan during a public comment period.

The City of Seattle is updating the Food Action Plan for the first time in 10 years. The Food Action
Plan is the City’s roadmap for an equitable, sustainable, and resilient local food system that supports
healthy, vibrant communities.

They have developed seven draft strategic priorities and 40 draft actions the City can take to improve
our local food system, and are seeking public input on this draft plan until August 26. They have an
online forum to learn about the draft plan, share thoughts on specific strategic priorities and actions,
and express how high of a priority they are to you. Links to the plan website and the online forum will
be put in the chat.

- Trees for Seattle volunteer engagement Request for Proposals — the Trees for Seattle team has a
request for proposals out to recruit for a new consultant to support their ability to deliver volunteer
programming. This consultant would work to host volunteer tree-stewardship and natural-area
restoration events at assigned sites in priority neighborhoods. The consultant will partner with
community groups to host tree care events in priority neighborhoods and develop a model of
volunteer stewardship that addresses planting, protecting, and watering young trees on Seattle
Public School campuses. This is an important need for the Trees for Seattle team and they are hoping
for a robust set of proposals from consultant groups to provide this support. If anyone knows of
consultants who are a good fit for this, please pass this along to them.
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Josh shared several updates:

- The appeal to the SEPA draft tree protection ordinance determination was denied and the city is not
required to do additional analyses and the Council can consider the ordinance. We will work with
Chanda to schedule additional discussion on the ordinance and to further understand the next steps
for that moving forward,

- Aspecial session of the UFC is being scheduled for Wednesday August 24" at 4:00 p.m. to discuss the
canopy cover assessment preliminary results.

- There are some small group meetings scheduled for next week to discuss the Chief Forester
Statement of Legislative Intent.

- The Woodland Park Zoo is planning for an exhibit called Forests for All, which will have a strong
conservation and urban forest preservation component. They are seeking public input on that
exhibit; Josh shared the link to provide that input.

Co-Chair elections — nominations and vote

Patti recapped the need to elect at least one new Co-Chair to provide leadership along with Josh, given Julia’s
need to step down from her Co-Chair position. She indicated that one nomination had been received, as
Becca indicated that she is willing to serve in that capacity.

Commissioners voted on the nomination of Becca as Co-Chair; this was approved unanimously. Patti will
share information with Becca on the next meeting between the Co-Chairs and Patti.

NYC canopy assessment work — finalize prep for September presentation

Josh recapped the start of this discussion that happened at the last meeting. Since the team from The Nature
Conservancy will present to the UFC at the September 7 meeting, the UFC wants to develop a list of
guestions and particular areas of interest to provide to the team in advance of that presentation.

Commissioners compiled the following list for this purpose:

e What was the level of investment (cost of staff time, amount of time) required to do the work?

e How has the work been received by the city government?

e How did you determine feasibility of planting?

e Did you experience any data limitations and challenges? Did you need to create any unusual data
sets? How much was existing city layers, how much did you have to create?

e Did you look at whether there are areas in the city where EcoDistrict-type redevelopment could
occur — depaving, installing parks, planting trees around developments?

e Interested in descriptions of urban forest in terms of land uses distributed across the city. Unlike
Seattle, most of NYC’s urban forest is on city owned land. Interested in comparing/contrasting NYC
and Seattle in this regard, using that to understand the strategies deployed to achieve their canopy
goals.

e What is NYC's Urban Forestry management structure? Are there challenges or benefits in how NYC
manages their trees?

e NYCis looking at changing single family zoning to higher density. Do they have similar patterns in
terms of relationships between zoning, housing density and tree canopy, and solutions for increasing
density? Commissioners are interested in what those projected changes look like compared to what
we’re seeing here.

e How is the city addressing equity areas (redlined areas) for developing their canopy?

e More heat comes from arterials rather than neighborhoods. How is NYC addressing heat caused by
arterials?

e How do they account for root zones in huge arterial settings?

e How has NYC being a coastal city impacted the study?



e NY Times reported recently on Seattle’s new Expedia campus project and associated work, which
includes ecosystem restoration and new design tools in a previously industrial area. How does NYC
introduce “practical canopy” into industrial areas?

e How will increased canopy affect native wildlife? Given that red-tailed hawks already come to the city
despite the challenges.

e How are they going to prioritize planting in certain areas based on equity and habitat connectivity?

2023 City Budget Recommendations, second round

The UFC has had a couple of discussions on the budget already this year, and budget season is ramping up so
it is timely to revisit this topic. Capacity issues at SDCI have been discussed in recent meetings, and some of
the proposed changes in the tree protection ordinance would increase the workload of that staff. So that is
one potential budget recommendation the UFC can make.

The UFC’s previous letter called for a system of tracking urban forestry expenditures for decision-making
purposes. Commissioners discussed potential other recommendations to add to what was submitted earlier,
and discussed the process for requesting a response when letters are submitted.

Josh will draft a letter requesting additional staff support for SDCI and referring back to the original letter
submitted with budget recommendations.

Comprehensive Plan update Environmental Impact Statement alternatives

Josh reviewed the letter that he and Laura drafted, along with initial feedback from David to the letter. The
letter provides background for why urban forestry goals and recommendations should be considered through
the Comprehensive Plan update process and final document, and outlines what those recommendations are.

Commissioners worked through edits to the letter, which includes the following recommendation areas:
Analyze the impact of all growth strategies on urban ecosystem services.

Analyze the impacts of all growth strategies on biodiversity.

Analyze the impacts of all growth strategies on human health and equity

Include an alternative that provides more evenly distributed density than Alternative 5.

Include an alternative based on an EcoDistrict planning model.

Consider a larger diversity of place types.

Consider a greater diversity of housing choices
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Add additional biodiversity and climate impact considerations to Council’s request in Resolution
32059.

Action: a motion to adopt the letter of recommendations regarding the Comprehensive Plan EIS
alternatives as amended was made, seconded and approved.

Public comment:

Steve Zemke noted that in planning cities, considering a matrix of conceptual alternatives doesn’t relate to
how the city is in terms of planning where its streams, roads, etc. are. That complexity needs to be taken into
account. Builders would like to be able to build large units everywhere they can in the city and don’t support
paying a fee for developing them. We need to look at alternative ways of building or we are not going to have
space for trees as development increases. We need to look at the amenities provided in growth strategies —
transit, schools, etc.



Richard Ellison supported Steve’s note about requiring designs to maximize retention of existing trees,
especially where density is increasing. He noted the idea that open space is opportunity for tree canopy, and
if there is lack of open space and development is happening, then that is a lack of opportunity for tree
canopy. There needs to be a way of considering a minimum for open green space on grounds, as a measure
of human density. Develop a way of evaluating that and having a requirement for open space. The idea of
mental health isn’t being incorporated into the Comp Plan currently — we need to consider what is the impact
of sitting in the hot sun or torrential rains. Potentially develop an Alternative 7, where all zones have
increased open space requirements for families and wildlife. He suggests the UFC invite City Council members
attend meetings in order to discuss with them the needs and potential impacts to each of their Districts.

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 5:12 PM.

Meeting Chat:

from Lia Hall to everyone: 3:14 PM

| am very interested in the Dead Horse plan (this is in my neighborhood), but will be out of town. Would like
to know what the community input period is.

from Bakker, Patricia to everyone: 3:17 PM

Deadhorse Canyon project walk: https://brent582.wixsite.com/website-15 and
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/neighborhood-projects/taylor-
creek?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

from Bakker, Patricia to everyone: 3:18 PM

Trees for Seattle volunteer support RFP: https://seattle.procureware.com/Bids/7a6f2ef5-dfdf-4c74-ba7c-
cd6f14d11089?t=Description

from Joshua Morris to everyone: 3:18 PM

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/27L7GDQ

from Bakker, Patricia to everyone: 3:19 PM

Food Action Plan update:
https://seattlefoodactionplan.consider.it/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&tab=Strategic%20
Priorities

from Joshua Morris to everyone: 3:20 PM

Yay!

from Laura Keil she/her (privately): 3:21 PM

Yay!

from Joshua Morris (privately): 3:21 PM

| vote YAE and YAY for Beccal

from Julia Michalak She/Her (privately): 3:21 PM

Yes! Yay!

from Hao Liang (privately): 3:21 PM

Aye

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 (privately): 3:21 PM

Becca, yes

from Lia Hall (privately): 3:22 PM

Yay

from Barbara B to everyone: 3:22 PM

Same happened to me- but found the other link

from Becca Neumann (privately): 3:23 PM

| vote yes!

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:24 PM

just joining meeting. You link on the page announcing the meeting did not work. Checking on agenda had
different sigin

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:31PM



One Seattle EIS Scoping - need to also consider Natural Capital assessment which Council approved but never
funded.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:34 PM

Will add some comments on Scoping -in next texts since missed public comment - include more on health
impacts across city - mental and physical benefits reference Natreand Health Dr Katleen Wolf at
natureandhealth.uw.edu

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:35PM

add to alternative housing condos to look at.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:38 PM

equity concerns also needs to insure that housing built needs to insure access to amenities like grocery stores
and retail and access to bus transit,.sidewalks and parking and increased traffic on narrow streets that could
happen

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 to everyone: 3:39 PM

whatever underlying reports NYC Convervancy may be willing to release to us. it could give us some road
maps to complimentary research we may want to consider conducting in Seattle or if additional data can be
gleaned from our existing reports to proactively consider data in additional ways...

from Lia Hall to everyone: 3:40 PM

yes and achieving stretches of contiguous canopy

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:40 PM

Just Building more housing at market rate does not mean it will be affordable unless city plans for such, eg
low income housing, subsidized housing etc.

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 to everyone: 3:41 PM

True that, Steve. Michael Eliason's report also outlined how they are able to construct livable ecodistricts
well below market rate, which would enable affordable housing pricing.

from Joshua Morris to everyone: 3:41 PM
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/UrbanForestryCommission/2022/2022docs/ADOPTED202
2BudgetRecommendations060122.pdf

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 to everyone: 3:42 PM

Provocative and timely to be sure.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:43 PM

More street trees does not necessarily mean more habitat, need to create more parks, including pocket parks
for habitat and environmental equity as population increases

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:44 PM

Yes it would be good to ask for response to letters

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:48 PM

Couniclmember Teresa Mosqueda Chairs the Counciil Budget Committee. Would be good to cc all Budget
Committee members also on budget issues.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:51 PM

Commission members can also send in individual comments on the EIS scoping process.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:54 PM

One alternative not looked at or considered is a combing of alternatives 2 and 4.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:56 PM

Birds also need ground area with bushes and plants for food and water sources. Some birds nest on the
ground. Others nest in the top of tall trees.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:57 PM

Birds need habitat, which is not just connectivity.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 3:59 PM

Birds need insects for feeding their young. Insects need trees and plants.

from Barbara B to everyone: 4:00 PM

Urban wildlife

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:00 PM



The issue is not just connectivity. It's habitat with diverse plants and animals.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:03 PM

add after pollinators and other insects. Douglas Tallamy says birds rely on insects for 95% of what they feed
their young.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:06 PM

Also stormwater runoff and pollution affects on Orca and other wildlife and plants in Puget Sound

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:08 PM

forgot salmon

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 to everyone: 4:08 PM

i'm trying to understand how this impacts the Cedar River Watershed. | am unaware where Seattle overlaps
with it.

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 to everyone: 4:09 PM

thank you, Josh!

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:10 PM

maybe add sustainability of habitats and ecosystems

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:12 PM

salmon are also in some steams in Seattle eg Thornton Creek watershed

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:13 PM

also add Lake Washington which also can be impacted

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:18 PM

Need to look at how things can be changed, its future development, agree its premature to eliminate
from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:19 PM

Alternative not considered would be combination of 2 and 4 which would combine focused and corridors
from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:23 PM

More transit should help reduce pollution along these corridors.

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:26 PM

Say need to analyze health impacts of different options. More housing near light rail should reduce traffic
impacts in city. Thatt's the concept anyway

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:28 PM

The goal is to reduce both traffic into the city and traffic in the city to reduce pollution.

from Lia Hall to everyone: 4:34 PM

comprising?

from Lia Hall to everyone: 4:39 PM

Just a note: some areas are self-designating as "ecodistricts" https://www.capitolhillecodistrict.org/

from Lia Hall to everyone: 4:39 PM

Do we need to define what we mean then by "ecodistrict"

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:41 PM

Canopy in multifamily zones is currently 23% Making residential zone open to higher density as in option
option 5 will reduce canopy cover in residential zone from current 33% to 20 to 25%. That seems clear to me.
That is what needs to be analyzed in EIS. What is the impact on canopy cover in all the alternatives..

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:47 PM

Its not just building more housing but looking at how increased density can be done while trying to maximize
the retention of existing trees.in neighborhoods. Too often now developers just clearcut lots as current
ordinance does not say they have to be protected unless exceptional.

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 to everyone: 4:48 PM

| do like this definition;

from Blake Voorhees UFC Position 9 to everyone: 4:48 PM

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecodistrict

from Steve Zemke to everyone: 4:50 PM

Understand current comments are a coordinated effort by people wanting increased density but is not a poll
or statistically valid representation of people living in the city.,

7



from Lia Hall to everyone: 4:56 PM

and | think a long dash right after "and more"

from VZenos to everyone: 5:00 PM

Hi, | have to go now. Please email me with addresses so | can respond to the Commission with questions |
have.

from VZenos to everyone: 5:00 PM

Thank you! Valerie

from Lia Hall to everyone: 5:02 PM

to Hao's comment, "similar contexts" | think "environments

from Lia Hall to everyone: 5:02 PM

"makes sense

from Hao Liang to everyone: 5:02 PM

Agree

from Blake Voorhees UFC 9 to everyone: 5:12 PM

All good points, Steve, and those | think our letter discussed today re EIS alternatives endeavors to address.

Public input: (see next page and posted notes):

From: Taryn Coles <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 8:12 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.



The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Please think of our city as a living ecosystem. Please consider how long it takes for these life givers to
reach the grandeur they achieved and how much we benefit. Protect them and make our lives and

community better.

Taryn Coles
tscoles@mac.com

3008 29th ave w

Seattle, Washington 98199

From: Marguerite Tingkhye <tashidelek@igc.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 8:38 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Strengthen Seattle’s Tree Ordinance

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

How can you allow our Evergreen state's beautiful Emerald city to turn into a Stumptown city? Why *why*

mow over our beautiful healthy trees for more cement?

For the climate, for the air, for the pure joy of seeing and living with trees and nature in our community
please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.


mailto:tscoles@mac.com

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30" DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement

Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH

and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development

and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal

and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6’ DBH and

larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal

4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25

years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that

also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
10



Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Marguerite Tingkhye
tashidelek@igc.org

9250 Phinney Ave N
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Vanessa Skantze <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 8:48 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Vanessa Skantze
psychomachia.arts@gmail.com
1534 1st Ave S Ste A

Seattle, Washington 98134

From: Anne ONeill <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 9:08 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Anne ONeill
anneoneill1332@gmail.com
2025 E Morton St

Tacoma, Washington 98404

From: Nicola Green Whaley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 9:11 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while

rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Nicola Green Whaley
nicola.whaleynw@gmail.com
15248 Maplewild Ave SW
Burien, Washington WA

From: David Franklin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 9:29 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

David Franklin
davidnjfranklin@gmail.com
4030 Williams Ave W
Seattle, Washington 98199

From: Kati Guite <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 9:35 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

As last week showed us - we must retain every bit of shade we can!
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We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Kati Guite
gueenannemama@gmail.com
1122 6th Ave N

Seattle, Washington 98109

From: Tracey Kirk <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 9:41 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.
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We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Tracey Kirk
traceylskirk@gmail.com
6801 43rd Ave NE

Seattle , Washington 98115

From: Tracey Kirk <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 9:42 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Update Seattle’s Tree Ordinance

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.
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The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance
1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.
2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments
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3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Tracey Kirk
traceylskirk@gmail.com
6801 43rd Ave Ne

Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Kat Frymoyer <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 10:05 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
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repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Kat Frymoyer
katfrymoyer@gmail.com
3500 27th pl w

Seattle , Washington 98199

From: n. churillo <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 10:10 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: Keep the Emerald City green & SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th there is a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in

size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter) but are at great risk of being removed by the City in a
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sidewalk repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they

can continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. How
great it would be if the City got creative and could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees! Our air,

the birds and our mental health need these trees to keep on living!

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street
tree! So, we are stunned to find that these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk

improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees provide cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district. There are too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County

urban heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted that all these trees could be

removed. Please repost these signs so that the public knows what is proposed.

SDOT has already done creative re-sidewalking in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north
in Shoreline, (@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the
sidewalk design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the

Aurora Sweetgums! Help keep the Emerald City emerald!!

Thanks for reading and for your thoughtful consideration!

n. churillo
nancitaloca@yahoo.com
8010 11th Ave NE

Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Imaan Ramezanzadeh <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 11:39 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Imaan Ramezanzadeh
imaanr2@gmail.com

2701 NE 123rd St Ste C
Seattle, Washington 98125

From: Ellen Hale <us_chickens@earthlink.net>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 11:48 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Please please PLEASE SAVE THE TREES!

Ellen Hale
us_chickens@eatrthlink.net
13740 19th Ave NE
Seattle, Washington 98125

From: Mark Holland <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 11:53 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mark Holland
solarhound@gmail.com
2218 14th ave. S.

Seattle, Washington 98144

From: Cheryl Gordon <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 12:01 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Strengthen Seattle’s Tree Ordinance

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project
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Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Cheryl Gordon
cgordon625@gmail.com
8630 NE 141st Street
Kirkland , Washington 98034

26


mailto:cgordon625@gmail.com

From: Danielle Blick <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 12:42 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Danielle Blick
danielleblick@gmail.com
709 E Pike St

Seattle, Washington 98122
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From: Dianne Kelso <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 12:47 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Dianne Kelso
dkelso96@gmail.com
1106 e Thomas St. #5
Seattle, Washington 98102
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From: Barbara Gregory <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 12:47 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Barbara Gregory
barbara_gregory@yahoo.com
3538 NE 86th St

Seattle, Washington 98115
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From: Max Cerami <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 2:22 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Thanks!

Max Cerami

Max Cerami
maxcerami@me.com

30


mailto:maxcerami@me.com

3120 S. Norman St.
Seattle, Washington 98144

From: Rebecca Baker <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 3:07 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Rebecca Baker
greatkabunk@gmail.com
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PO box 40561
Bellevue , Saint Croix Island 98015

From: Sheila Bishop <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 3:08 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Keep Seattle Livable!

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.
1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees
3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree
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4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6" DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance
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16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Sheila Bishop
sheilabishop@hotmail.com
4005 E Highland Dr
Seattle, Washington 98112

From: Kersti Muul <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 3:14 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Kersti Muul
kersti.e.muul@gmail.com
5623 46th Ave SW
Seattle, Washington 98136

From: Katy Griffith <katygr@msn.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 4:26 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Katy Griffith
katygr@msn.com

2131 N 132nd Street
Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Sarah Norsworthy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 4:58 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Sarah Norsworthy
sknmeep@gmail.com
11745 Evanston Ave N
Seattle, Washington 98125

From: Darrell Howe <dhowe@artcycled.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 5:41 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Darrell Howe
dhowe@artcycled.com

69211 State Route 410 E #139
Enumclaw , Washington 98022

From: Marlowe Zoller <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 5:59 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Save our Trees and Lower the Heat!

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.
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We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6" DBH and larger trees be on site plans

39



13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity
15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Marlowe Zoller
marlowe.zoller@gmail.com
800 Hiawatha PI S Apt F
Seattle, Washington 98144

From: carol ellis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 5:59 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.
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SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

carol ellis
carolynellis99@yahoo.com
4023 46 th Ave SW #1
Seattle, Washington 98116

From: Jaime Exworthy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 6:06 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: PLEASE Save Our Trees!

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and

mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is

urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
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groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any

building permits being approved.
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11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions
12. Keep requirement that all 6" DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity
15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Jaime Exworthy
jaimedot@protonmail.com
314 NE 89Th St
Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Crystal Perez <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 7:42 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Thank you for your time!

Crystal Perez
st34uvS@gmail.com

341 NW 47th St

Seattle , Washington 98107

From: Claudia Link <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 7:44 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Claudia Link
claudial22007 @gmail.com
3962 Evanston Ave N
Seattle , Washington 98103

From: Megan Tully <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 8:11 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Megan Tully
megtully@hotmail.com
13722 Palatine Ave N
Seattle, Washington WA

From: Lynn Shemanski <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 8:39 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Lynn Shemanski
Irshemanski@gmail.com
12557 1st avenue NW
Seattle, Washington 98177

From: Juliet Shen <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 9:58 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Juliet Shen
julietkshen@gmail.com
6552 46th Ave NE
Seattle, Oregon 97115

From: Noemie Maxwell Vassilakis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 11:20 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Noemie Maxwell Vassilakis
noemie_maxwell@yahoo.com

12239 Des Moines memorial Dr. S. 6A
Burien, Washington 98168

From: Richard Lilly <outbacktraveler@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 2:00 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Richard Lilly
outbacktraveler@msn.com
320 Cedar St.

Seattle, Washington 98121

From: Bonnie Miller <bmiller@serv.net>

Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 5:47 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Bonnie Miller

bmiller@serv.net

900 University Street, Apt 15BC
Seattle, Washington 98101

From: Susan Moffitt <susanmoffitt@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 8:07 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Susan Moffitt
susanmoffitt@comcast.net
11300 3rd Ave NE, 219
SEATTLE, Washington 98125

From: Anne Roda <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 8:12 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Anne Roda
imanneroda@gmail.com
1941 Gilman Dr W

Seattle , Washington 98119

From: dunsmore.seven747 @gmail.com <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 10:52 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

dunsmore.seven747@gmail.com
17405 100TH AVE SW
Vashon, Washington 98070

From: Teresa Stern <teresa@teresastern.com>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 1:45 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Save Our Trees!

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please follow recommendations from Don’t Clear Cut Seattle immediately. Also it’s time to implement the
laws we have. If developers damage in order to then remove protected trees or fail to keep or protect or
guard from destruction trees marked as significant that are required to remain, the permit will be
REVOKED. Right now “tree protection” is a joke and only law abiding home owners follow it. You are
condemning Seattle residents to urban heat temperatures rising, and hurting current and future residents
of the city - while also failing to implement City social justice policies. Let's remain the Emerald City

please!!!

Sincerely,
Voting citizen of Ballard, Seattle, WA

-Teresa Stern

Teresa Stern
teresa@teresastern.com
6202 32nd Ave NW
Seattle, Washington 98107

From: Amy Cirio <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 4:54 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS
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Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Amy Cirio
amycirio@gmail.com

2910 N 8th Street

Tacoma, Washington 98406

From: Iris Antman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 8:58 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Iris Antman
antwomaniris@gmail.com
4306 S. Ferdinand St.
Seattle, Washington 98118

From: Rae Rachael Davis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 10:09 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Rae Rachael Davis

heya rea@yahoo.com
6876 Julie St

San Diego, California 92115

From: Ginny allemann <vallemann@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 10:59 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Ginny allemann
vallemann@comcast.net
2344 federal ave e

Seattle, Washington 98102

From: Nancy Conley <icose@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, August 6, 2022 7:20 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Nancy Conley
icose@comcast.net

5003 51st Ave S

Seattle , Washington 98118

From: Shannon Kershner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, August 6, 2022 4:24 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Shannon Kershner
cyndi.kershner@gmail.com
5925 NE 201st St

Kenmore, Washington 98028

From: Jean Myers <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, August 6, 2022 8:21 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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Please be creative and plan a way to improve the sidewalks AND save the big trees on Aurora Ave. N

between 80th-105th. A strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in size, (one measured in
2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk repair project. Aurora
Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can continue to benefit all who

live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Jean Myers
jmyers1050@gmail.com
155 28th Ave

Seattle, Washington 98122

From: James Davis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, August 6, 2022 10:58 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

James Davis
jamesdavis1400@gmail.com
3816 28th Avenue West
Seattle, Washington 98199

From: angeleana bumpas <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Saturday, August 6, 2022 11:00 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Strengthen Seattle’s Tree Ordinance

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,
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Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city livable and people
healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects, while
providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and mental

health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance:

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
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Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive. To not do so is simply lazy and insulting.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees replaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Please stop letting developers (especially those owned by foreign countries) turn Seattle into a wasteland

of shit architecture and irrelevant landscaping ... It's disgusting.

angeleana bumpas
bangeleana@gmail.com
715 24th Ave

Seattle, Washington 98122
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From: ADRIENNE WILEY <ADRIENNEGWILEY @GMAIL.COM>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:21 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

ADRIENNE WILEY
ADRIENNEGWILEY @GMAIL.COM
2809, South Washington Stret
Seattle, Washington 98144
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From: Sharon Ricci <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 12:41 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Sharon Ricci
ricci.sharon@gmail.com
11233 Crestwood Drive S
Seattle, Washington 98178
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From: Eric Schiller <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:00 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Hello,

| love the sweetgum trees on Aurora, please do not remove them. Removing public trees is a tragedy in

our city.

Eric Schiller

Eric Schiller
ericschiller@gmail.com
10744 Phinney Ave N
Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Debbi Pratt <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:00 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands

formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy

67


mailto:ericschiller@gmail.com

highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Debbi Pratt
debbi77777@hotmail.com
3535 27th pl w

Seattl, Washington 98199

From: Vandna Milligan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:09 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

It can be done. Save the Aurora Sweetgums!

Vandna Milligan
vandnah0408@gmail.com
8050 42ND AVE NE
Seattle, Washington 98115
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From: Barbara Broderick <maggieb180@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:09 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Barbara Broderick
maggieb180@comcast.net
3911 NE 82nd St.
Seattle, Washington 98115
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From: Susan Helf <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:16 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Susan Helf

shelf30@gmail.com

8501 12th Ave. NW, Apt. 208
Seattle, WA , Washington 98117
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From: Cezanne Garcia <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:22 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums! Keep Seattle Green!

Cezanne Garcia
cezannegarcia@gmail.com
951 21 avenue east
Seattle, Washington 98112
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From: Jean Trent <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:23 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: Save trees for our health

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can
continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Jean Trent
jean.trent@gmail.com
9100 Roosevelt Way
Seattle, Washington 98115
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From: Barbara Fristoe <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:28 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Barbara Fristoe
bfristoe@mac.com

3418 16th AVE s

Seattle , Washington 98144
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From: Barbara Gross <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:44 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Barbara Gross
barbara.gross48@gmail.com
6536 44th Ave NE

Seattle, Washington 98115
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From: Anne Roda <a.roda@comcast.net>

Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:48 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Anne Roda
a.roda@comcast.net

1941 Gilman Dr W

Seattle, Washington 98119
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From: Dresmond Herling <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:51 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can
continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Dresmond Herling
rdherling@icloud.com

1010 Fairway Terrace
Aberdeen , Washington 98520
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From: Mary Schlater <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 8:56 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mary Schlater
mschlater7108@gmail.com
12003 23rd Ave NE
Seattle, Washington 98125
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From: Tracy Hendershott <lichen@sprynet.com>

Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 9:00 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>

Subject: SHADE, REDUCED TEMPERATURE and BEAUTY: PLEASE SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Sweetgum trees are beautiful and even have a fragrance. They supply shade to walkers and reduce the
temperature of the city. Who hasn't been looking for shade in these latest and increasing heat waves?

Concrete increases our city temperatures.

They reduce the impact on climate change. All tree removal effects climate change. | have taken care of
sweetgum trees. Their leaves are beautiful, especially in the fall. These sweetgums are significant and
cannot be replaced.

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Tracy Hendershott
lichen@sprynet.com

1314 4th PI

KIRKLAND,, Washington 98033-5642

From: Rosemary Sudmeier <schmooeel@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 9:06 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Rosemary Sudmeier
schmooeel@comcast.net
9218 15th Ave NE

Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Kjersten Gmeiner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 9:09 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Kjersten Gmeiner
gmeiner.k@gmail.com
12051 14th Ave NE
Seattle, Washington 98125

From: Elaine Hickman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 9:19 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Elaine Hickman
elaine.hickman@gmail.com
520 N 120th street

Seattle , Washington 98133

From: Anna Hill <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 9:25 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Anna Hill

anna.hill.206 @gmail.com
2711 N.E. 105th St.
Seattle, Washington 98125

From: Scott Species <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 9:31 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk

83


mailto:anna.hill.206@gmail.com

design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Scott Species
sspecies@yahoo.com
1922 9th Ave., # 401
Seattle, Washington 98101

From: Cindy Johnson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 9:50 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Cindy Johnson
britdanhuj@aol.com

5105 1st Ave NW

Seattle, Washington 98107

From: Brent McFarlane <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 10:00 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Brent McFarlane
mcfarmer@me.com

12248 Phinney Ave N
Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Anne HOFF <random@wholebodyintegration.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 10:16 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Anne HOFF
random@wholebodyintegration.com
5116 2nd Ave NW

Seattle, Washington 98107

From: Irene Holroyd <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 10:27 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Irene Holroyd
ijholroyd@gmail.com

1728 NE 55th PI

Seattle , Washington 98105

From: Kathleen Myers <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 10:51 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Kathleen Myers
kdm00001@gmail.com
1336 1/2 13th s

Seattle, Washington 98144

From: vy Durslag <ivyhaley@msn.com>

Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 10:52 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Ivy Durslag
ivyhaley@msn.com

512 N 82nd St

Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Mariana Sintay <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 11:33 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mariana Sintay
mariana.sintay@gmail.com
316 N 160th PI

Shoreline, Washington 98133

From: Carl Wester <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 7, 2022 11:36 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King we County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Carl Wester
cmwester@gmail.com

606 N. 63rd St

Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Gayle Janzen <cgjanzen@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 12:03 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: PLEASE SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS!

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Seattle decision makers are always talking about how much they love our tree canopy, but time after
time, they continue to fail to allow designs around the trees so the trees can be saved. We desperately
need to keep big trees as things are heating up and trees offer us so many benefits including keeping

things a little cooler with their shade.

A current example of possible large tree removal is on Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th which has a
strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter),
are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few
shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and

visit in the neighborhood. Sidewalks can be repaired without taking out the trees.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Please note that sidewalks can now be made out of Trex and raised so the tree roots won’t be disturbed.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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It's extremely frustrating that the @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were
ripped down soon after being put up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted
all these trees could be removed. Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are
considering. And please take some time to research new and improved sidewalk designs that will enable

our trees to be saved.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WSDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

So please contact WSDOT and ask them for guidance on how they were able to save most of the
conifers that were scheduled to be cut down. It's the 21st century with many new innovations that can be

used to save our large trees.

Gayle Janzen
cgjanzen@comcast.net
11232 Dayton Ave N
Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Shelly Leonard <savethetrees@live.com>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 12:38 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Shelly Leonard
savethetrees@live.com

13502 Ashworth Avenue North
Seattle , Washington 98133

From: Michelle Pavcovich <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 2:04 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Michelle Pavcovich
ladiabla333@hotmail.com
11351 20th Ave NE
Seattle, Washington 98125

From: robin Robbins <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 3:58 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

robin Robbins
rkrobbins@hotmail.com
207 n 51st street

seattle, Washington 98103

From: Lisa Clark <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 4:37 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Lisa Clark
seciohc@yahoo.com

PO Box 23286

Seattle, Washington 98102

From: Patricia Cannon <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 5:40 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Patricia Cannon
pattycannon@gmail.com
8160 21 Avenue NE
sea, Washington 98115

From: Ann Prezyna <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 6:06 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We urge our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. Although SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is very rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted, the

sidewalk can and should be repaired without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. They are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street tree. |

am very upset to learn that these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees provide cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up. I am concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted that all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. Our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk

design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We should, too. Please save the Aurora Sweetgums.

Ann Prezyna
houseboata@gmail.com
2031 Fairview Ave E Apt A
Seattle, Washington 98102

From: Leslie Sherman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 6:28 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS EVERY TREE IS PRECIOUS, PLEASE SAVE OUR TREES

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands

formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
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highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

We have so far been lucky to not face the worst of climate change, but when we do, every tree will be

precious. They already are. Don't waste them with projects that can be altered to save them.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Leslie Sherman
alonghairgirl@aol.com
3647 35th Ave W

Seattle, Washington 98199

From: Katherine Dietz <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 6:48 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Katherine Dietz
kcdietz56@gmail.com
4346 36th Av w

Seattle , Washington 98199

From: Robert Blumenthal <rblument@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 6:52 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Robert Blumenthal
rblument@comcast.net
2812 ne 62nd St.

Seattle , Washington 98115

From: Dennis Kinnan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 7:11 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Dennis Kinnan
denniskinna@yahoo.com
2833 NE 115th ST

Seattle, Washington 98125

From: Suzanne Grant <suzanne@grantharper.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 8:14 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Suzanne Grant
suzanne@grantharper.net
2723 4th Ave W

Seattle, Washington 98119

From: Robin Randels <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 8:32 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.
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This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Robin Randels
rkrandels@gmail.com
5124 Palatine ave N
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Janet Way <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 8:35 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

These trees deserve respect. Seattle needs to develop and deploy “sidewalk alternatives” that will protect

its street trees.

Too many beautiful trees are being thoughtlessly destroyed because of developers speculation and

thoughtless lack of design.

This is a State Highway and the Coty should work with WSDOT to develop sidewalk alternatives to save

these beautiful trees as was done recently at WSDOT headquarters in Shoreline!

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.
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We urge our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk

design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done.

Save the Aurora Sweetgums!

Janet Way
janetway@yahoo.com

940 NE 147th St

Shoreline , Washington 98155

From: Mireia Ravell Padial <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 8:45 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.
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We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mireia Ravell Padial
mravell@gmail.com

6303 224th St SW

Mountlake Terrace, Washington 98043

From: Rebekkah Madden <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 9:47 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please consider how important the shade and cooling effect of these trees are as we face climate change

and increasingly frequent heatwaves!

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in

size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
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repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Rebekkah Madden
rebekkahmadden@gmail.com
7541 18th ave nw

Seattle, Washington 98117

From: Robert treat <robertacarol@206pm.com>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 9:48 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in

size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
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repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Robert treat
robertacarol@206pm.com
1119 NE 43 ST, 101
Seattle, Washington 98105

From: Kathleen Hegarty <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 9:56 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in

size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
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repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Kathleen Hegarty
katiehegarty@yahoo.com
9222 30th Ave NE

Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Judith Leshner <jack2729rabbit@earthlink.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:10 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE Valuable AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Good Day to All:
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| could not agree more with the paragraphs below. It is really inconceivable to me that at this time of
climate warming, concern about people experiencing heat exhaustion, birds losing habitat, known
benefits of trees reducing air and water pollutions; that the removal of these beautiful mature trees would
be cut down by our Department of Transportation. Surely there are more brilliant ideas and methods of
design that could both save these trees and improve the sidewalks. Please give this project more time to

accomplish this.

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Judith Leshner
jack2729rabbit@earthlink.net
2568 10th Ave W

Seattle, Washington 98119
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From: charles williams <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:17 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

charles williams
chuckwilliamsl@mac.com

7850 E. Green Lake Dr. N., #102
Seattle, Washington 98103
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From: Stephanie Woods <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:20 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can
continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Stephanie Woods
stephwoodsy@gmail.com
13613 NE 129th St
Kirkland, Washington 98034
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From: Mickey Riley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:27 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mickey Riley
mickeyriley40@gmail.com
5006 37 Ave NE

Seattle , Washington 98105
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From: Judith Bendich <jebendich@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:44 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Judith Bendich
jebendich@comcast.net
1754 NE 62nd St

Seattle, Washington 98115
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From: Frances Pennell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:51 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

This message was originally drafted by the action network to save Seattle's Trees. However, | want to
add that | feel very strongly about the need to protect our canopy. We invest lots of money each year to
give out free trees to our neighbors and for other measures designed to increase Seattle's tree canopy. It
makes no sense to remove these trees. As you drive Aurora, the protection provide by our trees is so
notable. Where there are trees, there is shade. Where there aren't, just dry grass. Please do not remove
these beautiful and climate friendly trees. Thank you.

ok ok

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street
tree! We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options for
rebuilding the sidewalks. The sidewalks are VERY rough in some places - a potential hazard to
individuals with disabilities and the less surefooted. However, the City should be able to fix the sidewalks

without removing these trees.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and urban heat islands are
impacting us right now. These shade trees provide cooling on a busy highway and commercial district
with too few big trees as it is. As shown on the King County urban heat map, removing these trees will

expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned that people have and will not be given adequate notice of the tree removal.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has altered sidewalk design in other areas and our Shoreline neighbors (@saveshorelinetrees)
have also successfully lobbied the City Council and WDOT to alter sidewalk design - saving a long row of

giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora Sweetgums!

Frances Pennell
franniepennell@gmail.com
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8252 43rd Avenue NE
Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Bernice Maslan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:55 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: PLEASE SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

For pity's sake, when you repair the sidewalks on Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th, do not cut the strip
of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter). These
are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few
shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and
visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But it

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Thank you!
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Bernice Maslan

Seattle resident since 1972

Bernice Maslan
bmaslan08@gmail.com
9705 1st Avenue Northwest
Seattle, Washington 98117

From: Mary Keeler <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 11:06 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mary Keeler
mkeeler.uw.edu@gmail.com
1102 NW 83rd

Seatt;e, Washington 98117

From: Kari Olson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 11:14 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Dear Seattle City Members of all parts, places, districts, offices and city council:

Here no too long ago did our fine city council members vote passage to protect Seattle's tree's from
incidents like this on Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th Sweet Gum trees. The ongoing issue with street
trees is their root systems and sidewalks. Nolan Rundquist can attest to this problem. Are urban trees
really healthy in such hostile conditions?

Yes and no. Also there comes the lack of room for tree growth in urban conditions and this includes
sidewalks, walkways, driveways, streets and so on. Too often its the wrong tree in the wrong place...and
too the right tree in the space at the time of planting seemed ideal but becomes too small anyway.
Sweetgum trees, chosen as an acceptable street tree respectively are just one example of the dilemma
we come to face, and to face a fact of removal or mitigation to keep matured trees and work around the
trees. Many municipalities have created materials which save the trees and retain the health of such
kinds of trees.

Too easy is it to cut down a tree or trees as a way to clear the slate. Fix sidewalk problems and replant
new trees that will take another 15 to 20 years to give us what we already have needed shade, fall colors
and leaves in the gutter...

The objective of city tree protection was to keep arborist' at large from systematically cutting down trees
hired by clients...some protection for for urban forests...13 big beautiful conifer trees cleared from a lot
here not too long ago...Sweetgum trees may be removed to fix sidewalks...| would say, keep the
Sweetgum's and find flex sheeting plates to manage tree roots where needed. Our urban cores are
getting hotter and even hotter if we don't curb cutting down our urban forest!!! We'll be sorry in the long

run.

Modern design options are available rebuilding sidewalks and the like. | have seen SDOT crews fixing

sidewalk on 24th Ave East - Montlake saving large Maple tree whose roots pushed up the sidewalk for
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years and we've had to walk over the broken concrete for how long!?!...so it is doable and all means

should be taken to preserve the Sweet Gum's and fix the sidewalks!

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Regards,

Kari A. Olson

Urban Forest Steward

Kari Olson
thedhrgardener@outlook.com
1911 E Eaton PI

Seattle, Washington 98112

From: Melinda Mueller <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 11:51 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

| am a biologist and member of Wallingford Indivisible's Environment Action Group. | live near the stretch

of Aurora Ave N described below.

Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in size,
(one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.
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Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Melinda Mueller
mueller.melinda@gmail.com
7704 16th AVE NW

Seattle, Washington 98117

From: Ramona Gault <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 1:01 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can
continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

Urban trees provide untold benefits, including climate mitigation, reducing the "heat island" effect. They

also make people happier and reduce stress.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.
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Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Ramona Gault
sheepyspinner@gmail.com

1305 N 167TH ST

SHORELINE, Washington 98133

From: Mary P Rutherford <mzsed@oz.net>

Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 1:10 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.
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Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mary P Rutherford

mzsed@oz.net
POB 75024

Seattle, Saint Croix Island 98175

From: Vicki McMullin <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 1:45 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.
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Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Vicki McMullin
vkimcm@gmail.com

112 N 49th St

Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Elizabeth Sundquist <esundquist@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 2:38 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.
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Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Elizabeth Sundquist
esundquist@comcast.net
8613 NE 169 Place
Kenmore, Washington 98028

From: Lynn Ferguson <lynnferguson65@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 2:42 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS Find another way to fix the sidewalks.

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.
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Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Lynn Ferguson
lynnferguson65@comcast.net
6422 NE 60th St.

Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Nancy Penrose <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 3:07 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Preserving fully grown healthy trees is hugely important to Seattle and to me, whether they are in my
neighborhood or not. Please do NOT allow the Aurora Ave Sweetgum trees described below to be

removed!

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Nancy Penrose
mue.rose@gmail.com
2402 E Olive St

Seattle, Washington 98122

From: Ellen Kleyman <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 3:17 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. between 80th-105th (an area with a dearth if trees) there are healthy big Sweetgum
trees, some exceptional in size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter). These trees are at great risk of
being removed by the City in a sidewalk repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already!
Please keep these trees so they can continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the

neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Ellen Kleyman
ellenkley@gmail.com
11733 Dayton Ave. N.
Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Gifford Jones <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 3:37 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Gifford Jones
GiffJones@gmail.com

Houseboat #5, 2600 Fairview Ave E
Seattle, Washington 98102

From: Mary Jones <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 3:42 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Mary Jones
206mej@gmail.com

2600 Fairview Ave East, Slip #5
Seattle, Washington 98102

From: Deborah Zemke <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 4:07 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while

rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Deborah Zemke
schrumgirl@gmail.com
5206 1st Ave NW

Seattle, Washington 98107

From: Tonya Stiffler <tstiffler@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 4:27 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the

131


mailto:schrumgirl@gmail.com

sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Tonya Stiffler
tstiffler@comcast.net

18051 Sunnyside Ave No
Shoreline, Washington 98133

From: Jonny Layefsky <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 4:30 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while

rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Jonny Layefsky
jonnylayefskyl@gmail.com
6013 Beach Dr SW
Seattle, Washington 98136

From: Ruby Madden <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 5:13 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the

133


mailto:jonnylayefsky1@gmail.com

sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Ruby Madden
rubyjamesmadden@gmail.com
7541 18th Avenue Northwest
Seattle, Washington 98117

From: Rebecca Collias <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 5:16 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Rebecca Collias
ricdancer@gmail.com
6003 Greenwood Ave N
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Jennifer Nelson <JennNel@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 5:19 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Jennifer Nelson
JennNel@comcast.net

12216 North Park Ave N

Seattle, Washington 98133-8027

From: Steven Wells <stevenjwells@earthlink.net>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 5:20 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Steven Wells
stevenjwells@earthlink.net
9249 1st Ave NW

Seattle, Washington 98117

From: Catherine Ruha <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 5:52 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

Leave the trees. They proved much needed shade.
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We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

Don't kill the trees. Climate change is happening NOW. Shade is needed NOW.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Love the trees and our city. No more killing.

Catherine Ruha
ruhac@outlook.com

1541 NE 91st Street
Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Michelle Gadeken <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 6:42 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Protect Seattle’s Trees

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City

Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
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ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance
1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement

Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
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and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Michelle Gadeken
mmgadeken@gmail.com
1730 29th Ave S

Seattle, Washington 98144

From: Claire Strevey <clst9611@colorado.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 6:53 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Protect Seattle’s Trees
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Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project
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Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Claire Strevey
clst9611@colorado.edu
4829 51st Ave SW

Seattle , Washington 98116
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From: Alison Inkley <inksea@earthlink.net>

Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 9:05 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Alison Inkley

inksea@earthlink.net

103 N 54th St

Seattle, Saint Croix Island WA 98103
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From: Janice Brookshier <janice@seattlejobs.org>
Sent: Monday, August 8, 2022 10:50 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Seriously, why do we have to constantly defend our few remaining trees by letter writing and reminding
city officials of the need to preserve and plant more trees!? Seattle, the emerald city: our tree canopy is

an embarrassment. Figure it out. You don’t need little old me to explain it.

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Janice Brookshier
janice@seattlejobs.org
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2212 Queen Anne Ave N. #311
Seattle, Washington 98109

From: Allan Davis <northwestpassages@earthlink.net>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 12:05 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Allan Davis
northwestpassages@earthlink.net
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1109 18th Ave
Seattle, Washington 98122

From: Darcy Lewis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 3:55 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

While 1 live in MI right now, | have lived right next to this section of Aurora Ave before, and those trees are
fabulous and an integral part of the neighborhood!

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can
continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!
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Darcy Lewis
darcylynne@gmail.com
14311 Wayford Run

Shelby Twp, Michigan 48315

From: Elizabeth Riggs <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 8:41 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

147


mailto:darcylynne@gmail.com

Elizabeth Riggs
eb.riggs@yahoo.com

N. 63rd St

Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Judith Leshner <jack2729rabbit@earthlink.net>

Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 9:01 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: Paris is saving its trees. Let's SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Good Day to All,

| wrote yesterday to endorse the prepared letter to save the Aurora Ave N Sweetgums. Today | am
referring you to a New York Times Travel article that a friend just sent to me. | chose two paragraphs
from it.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/09/travel/paris-trees.html

... as key assets in the fight against climate change. City lawmakers, arborists and others in Paris are
investing in the tree-scape by planning new urban forests, increasing the number of protected historical
trees and designing walking tours — because trees can also offer a fresh, green-minded perspective of
the City of Light.

“The tree has never been as front and center as the savior of the planet and our well-being in the city as it

is today,” she said. “I've been doing this job for 30 years and I've never spoken so much about trees.”

Please find a way to save these trees for the betterment of our city and its residents. Thank you.

Judith Leshner
2568 10th Ave W
Seattle, WA 98119

Judith Leshner
jack2729rabbit@earthlink.net
2568 10th Ave W

Seattle, Washington 98119

From: Louie Swalby <Iswalby@netscape.net>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 10:40 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS
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Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

This letter below adequately summarizes what | would have written. As a tree ambassador for Seattle
and one who has helped inventory our tree population for its database, | am truly concerned about the

proposed destruction of these magnificent trees.

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Respectfully,

Louie Swalby /s/

Louie Swalby
Iswalby@netscape.net
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9249 1st Ave NW
Seattle, Washington 98117

From: Krystyna Untersteiner <krystynaOl@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 10:56 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Krystyna Untersteiner
krystyna0l@comcast.net
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7412 E. Green Lake Dr. N.
Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Pam Blssonnette <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 11:25 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Pam Blssonnette
pambissonnette @outlook.com
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7402 E Green Lake Dr N
Seattle , Washington 98115

From: Mireia Ravell Padial <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 9:15 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Subject: Please Strengthen Seattle’s Tree Ordinance

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and

mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.
1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees
3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree
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4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance

1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6" DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance
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16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Mireia Ravell Padial
mravell@gmail.com

6303 224th St SW

Mountlake Terrace, Washington 98043

From: AVA SAZANAMI <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 9:38 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

AVA SAZANAMI
avacoe@gmail.com

4207 Burke Avenue North
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Deborah Hodgson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 10:04 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Strengthen Seattle’s Tree Ordinance

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the
ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.
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The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. We believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more
trees in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents. A robust urban forest is critical for climate resilience and environmental

equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced. It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

We support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance
1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH
and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
and outside development.
2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments
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3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Deborah Hodgson
djhodge460@gmail.com
1000 Aurora Ave N Apt 512
Seattle, Washington 98109

From: Gilbert Ward <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2022 12:43 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
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repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Gilbert Ward
giroward@hotmail.com
7501 11th Ave SW
Seattle, Washington 98106

From: Carrie Lafferty <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2022 10:45 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in

size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
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repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Carrie Lafferty
carrielafferty99@gmail.com
705A N. 102nd St

Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Daniel Smith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 10:13 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Strengthen Seattle’s Tree Ordinance

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Please act to update Seattle’s Tree Protection Ordinance. It's been 13 years since the Seattle City
Council first urged the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) to update the

ordinance. We appreciate the recent enactment by the Seattle City Council and Mayor to adopt
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registration of Tree Service Providers in the city as a first step. We also appreciate action finally by SDCI

to release a more complete draft of an updated Tree Protection Ordinance.

The draft Tree Protection Ordinance is currently under a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master Builders
of King and Snohomish County and six development companies. Their goal is to delay and potentially
weaken the ordinance. | believe that Seattle needs to protect its existing trees while planting more trees
in underserved areas with low tree canopy to address adverse climate impacts while also increasing

affordable housing. It is not a question of one or the other. We need to do both.

Trees and the urban forest comprise vital green infrastructure needed to keep our city and people livable
and healthy. Trees reduce air pollution, storm water runoff, and climate impacts like heat island effects,
while providing essential habitat for birds and other wildlife. They are important for the physical and
mental health of our residents and a topic of great concern to my neighbors. A robust urban forest is

critical for climate resilience and environmental equity.

Seattle’s rapid growth and increased density combined with an outdated tree ordinance are reducing
these beneficial effects as trees are removed without serious consideration of ways to incorporate more
of them in the development. Unless exceptional there is no real effort to save them. And what
replacement requirements were in the ordinance since 2001 appears to have seldom been enforced! It is
urgent to act now to reduce this continued loss of existing trees, particularly large mature trees and tree
groves. It is important to promote environmental equity by retaining as many trees as possible and

replacing those removed for climate resiliency.

| support the following provisions in SDCI’s draft ordinance.

1. Lowering the upper limit for exceptional trees to 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) from 30” DBH.
2. Continuing protection for exceptional trees less than 24” DBH and tree groves and heritage trees

3. Defining any tree 6” DBH and larger that is not exceptional as a significant tree

4. Continuing prohibition on removal of trees 6” DBH and larger on undeveloped lots.

5. Requiring replacement of 12” DBH and larger trees removed by developers

6. Creating an in-lieu fee for developers to replace trees 12” DBH and larger that cannot be replaced on
the development site.

7. Requiring in lieu fees be used to replace and maintain newly planted trees

8. Limiting removal of significant trees outside development to those less than 12” DBH

9. Protected trees and replaced trees are covered by a covenant for life of project

Here are key provisions that need to be added to the draft ordinance
1.Expand the existing Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) Tree Removal and Replacement
Permit Program using the Accela database system to include SDCI to cover all significant trees 6” DBH

and larger, and all exceptional trees, on private property in all land use zones, both during development
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and outside development.

2. Require SDCI submit quarterly reports to the Office of Sustainability and Environment on tree removal
and replacement as required by other City Departments

3. Require 2-week public notice posting, as SDOT does on-site, and add online, of any 6" DBH and
larger tree removal and replacement permit requests and keep posted on a lot for 1 week after removal
4. Require that tree replacement numbers increase with the size of the removed tree such that in 25
years or less they will reach equivalent canopy volume lost — either on site or pay a replacement fee that
also increases with the size of the tree removed

5. All replacement in lieu fees and fines should go into a dedicated Tree Replacement and Preservation
Fund (not SDCI budget or city general fund), that yearly reports on their budget to the City Council and
Mayor.

6. Allow the Tree Replacement and Preservation Fund to also accept fines, donations, grants, purchase
land, set up covenants and for educational purposes.

7. Require 5-year maintenance of replanted trees

8. Allow removal of no more than 2 Significant non-exceptional trees in 3 years per lot outside
development

9. Require developers throughout the total development process to maximize the retention of existing
trees with adequate space for trees to grow and survive.

10. Require a Tree Inventory of all trees 6” DBH and larger and a Tree Landscaping Plan prior to any
building permits being approved.

11. Extend ordinance to cover all land use zones, including Industrial, Downtown and Institutions

12. Keep requirement that all 6” DBH and larger trees be on site plans

13. Require tree replacement or in lieu fees by developers for trees removed 1 year prior to property
purchase

14. Allow city certified inspectors to enter property if necessary to ascertain any illegal tree activity

15. Provide adequate funding in the budget to implement and enforce the updated ordinance

16. All trees relaced are protected trees and not subject to removal

17. Require removal of invasive plants, like ivy, from development sites

Sincerely,
Daniel Smith

Central District, Seattle

Daniel Smith
command_z_design@hotmail.com
1123 25th Ave

Seattle, Washington 98122
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From: Daniel Smith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 10:19 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be ideal for the City to fix our sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Sincerely
Daniel Smith

Daniel Smith
command z_design@hotmail.com
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1123 25th Ave
Seattle, Washington 98122

From: Amalia Davalos <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 4:25 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Amalia Davalos
ama.mamag@agmail.com
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942 19th Ave East Apt 106
Seattle, Washington 98112

From: Alanna Hart <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 5:10 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Alanna Hart
hart.alanna@gmail.com
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8414 9th Ave SW
Seattle, Washington 98106

From: Rachel LaRoche <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 7:22 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Rachel LaRoche
rachel.laroche@gmail.com
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10011 21st Ave NE
Seattle, Washington 98125

From: Sara Macko <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 7:53 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Hello!

| am Sara Macko and | helped create a design for SDOT to save a tree in West Seattle from destruction!
Their original project was going to kill a 100 year old tree for a simple ramp project. It was preposterous!
With minimal revisions, we were able to save the tree, and install a safe ramp on the corner of the street.
OUR CITY NEEDS TO PREVENT LETHAL HEAT ISLANDS! Please contact me at

saramacko@outlook.com for ideas for a better plan! We can do this! We can all win!

Below is a letter constructed by the Last 6000!

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Sara Macko
Saramacko@outlook.com
7328 Fauntleroy Way SW
Seattle, Washington 98136

From: lan Jamison <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 8:24 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

lan Jamison
ianjamison2017@gmail.com
705 A N. 102nd st

Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Landon James <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 10:52 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: Please Save The Aurora Sweetgum Trees

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Landon James
landonxjames@gmail.com
8414 9th Ave SW, N/A
Seattle, Washington 98106

From: Conrad Guadagni <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 9:58 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

Aurora Ave. N, between 80th-105th, has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in size,
(one measured in 2008 at 28” dbh), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk repair
project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can continue to

benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WSDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Conrad Guadagni
conradguadagni@gmail.com
14347 Burke Ave N

Seattle, Washington 98133

From: Barbara Sanborn <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 10:21 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Barbara Sanborn
sanbornbarbara@gmail.com
5038B Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, Washington 98105

From: Stephanie Field <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 1:14 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Stephanie Field
aubreelynne@gmail.com
5220 S Myrtle St

Seattle , Washington 98118

From: Steve Zemke <stevezemke@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 3:57 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.
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The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Steve Zemke
stevezemke@msn.com

2131 N 132nd St

SEATTLE, Washington 98133

From: Steve Zemke <stevezemke@msn.com>

Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 4:31 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>; Josh Morris <joshm@seattleaudubon.org>; Julia Michalak
<jmichalak@gmail.com>

Subject: Seattle Hearing Examiner Dismisses Master Builders Environmental Appeal of Seattle's draft Tree
Protection Ordinance Update

CAUTION: External Email
Hi Patti,

Could you please forward the following to the Seattle Urban Forestry Commission, Thanks

Steve Zemke

News Release
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Steve Zemke - Chair TreePAC
stevezemke@TreePAC.org

206-999-6095

For Immediate release: Friday August 12, 2022

Seattle Hearing Examiner Denies Master Builders Appeal, Allows
Tree Protection Ordinance Update to Proceed

SEATTLE - TreePAC, a citizen's group advocating updating Seattle Tree Protection Ordinance, joined
as an Intervenor with the city of Seattle in opposing a Hearing Examiner appeal by the Master
Builders Association of King and Snohomish County. The decision allows Seattle to now move
forward with updating Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance, a process that citizen groups and others
have been urging the city to do for 13 years. TreePAC was represented by Claudia M. Newman of
Bricklin & Newman.

In a strongly worded decision, the Seattle Hearing Examiner dismissed an appeal by the Master
Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties (MBAKS) from a

Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) issued by the Seattle Department of Constructions and
Inspections (SDCI). The appeal was regarding the potential environmental

impacts of a draft update by SDCI of Seattle's Tree Protection Ordinance.

The decision by Seattle Hearing Examiner Ryan Vancil stated, "The Director's decision to issue a
Determination of Non significance for the proposed ordinance is not clearly

erroneous and is AFFIRMED and the Appellants' appeal is DENIED ."

The Hearing Examiner did not equivocate but soundly dismissed the MBAKS arguments and
witnesses' statements as speculation and not backed up by actual data.

You can read the Hearing Examiner's decision and detailed response here.

Quotes:

Steve Zemke, Chair of TreePAC "We appreciate the Hearing Examiner's reasoned and detailed
decision. Trees are critical to maintaining the health and vitality of Seattle's
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communities and its citizens. TreePAC supports the efforts of the city to both increase needed
housing and protect our green infrastructure. It is not an either/or situation

but a priority of the city to address both as mandated in Seattle's current Comprehensive Plan."

Seattle Hearing Examiner Ryan Vancil in his decision "The record indicates that in developing the
proposal, the Department considered the City's goals and policies and

developed a set of recommendations that struck a balance between the City's housing goals related
to housing and future development patterns and the City's goals to

maintain a healthy urban forest that provides sizable tree canopy coverage."

Steve Zemke, Chair TreePAC "Trees are critical to dealing with urban heat island impacts and
stormwater runoff as the climate crisis continues. That requires protecting as

many existing trees as possible and planting more trees in marginalized areas for tree equity and
social justice. The proposed draft ordinance update helps the city to do

that."
Hit#

From: Pamela Austin <freeandflying@live.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 13, 2022 2:50 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

| agree with the below letter, we must work to figure out how to save mature trees and the situation is

becoming critical.

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Pamela Austin
freeandflying@live.com
7320 E Green Lake Dr N
Seattle, Washington 98115

From: Niva Ashkenazi <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 14, 2022 1:09 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Niva Ashkenazi
nivaashkenazi@gmail.com
933, N 89th St
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Sydney Whipple <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 14, 2022 6:35 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the

176


mailto:nivaashkenazi@gmail.com

sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Sydney Whipple
jicama_basis.Ol@icloud.com
1414, N 85th St

Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Hailey Rybak <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Sunday, August 14, 2022 9:17 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Hailey Rybak
Haileycomet@outlook.com
935 North 85th Street, Apt 2,
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Sophia Whipple <sophie.whipple@gmail.con>
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 10:16 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
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sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Sophia Whipple
sophie.whipple@gmail.con
1414 N 85th St
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: gmail <ricci.sharon@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 11:34 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>

Cc: Dayna Hanson <dh@daynahanson.com>; Jeff Brown <jeffbrownpainting@comcast.net>
Subject: Fwd: Taylor Creek Restoration Project Update (Deadhorse Canyon / Lakeridge Park)

CAUTION: External Email
Dear Patricia,

We would like to ask if a member of the Urban Forestry Commission could attend this upcoming walking tour
presentation by SPU for community members on Monday August 22 from 5-6pm. (See email below).

The options presented and resulting decisions will affect whether hundreds of trees are removed from the
Deadhorse Canyon corridor. This property is owned by City of Seattle and the parks department but affects
residents of Seattle and unincorporated King County who have property the unfurls into the canyon. It also
affects everyone who enjoys hiking trails in South Seattle.
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Seattle City Council members have already been engaged about this project by community members who are
very concerned.

Kind regards,

Sharon Ricci

11233 Crestwood Dr S
Seattle WA 98178
206.478.3167

From: Rhiannon Root <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 11:55 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,
(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Rhiannon Root
rhiannonroot@gmail.com
2308 N 44th Street
Seattle, Washington 98103

From: Holly Bream <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 16,2022 11:34 AM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Holly Bream
holly.bream@gmail.com
950 N 86th St

Seattle , Washington 98103

From: Karen Bream <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 1:01 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Karen Bream

breambk@gmail.com

4515 Westwood Square W

University Place, Saint Croix Island WA 98466

From: Ben Bream <ben@bre.am>

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 6:12 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

Ben Bream

ben@bre.am
4802 80th Ave W

University Place, Washington 98467

From: ERIN MOEHRING <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:16 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker @seattle.gov>
Subject: SAVE THE AURORA AVE SWEETGUMS

Urban Forestry Commission Coordinator Urban Forestry Commission c/o Patti Bakker,

On Aurora Ave. N between 80th-105th has a strip of healthy big Sweetgum trees, some exceptional in
size, (one measured in 2008 at 28” diameter), are at great risk of being removed by the City in a sidewalk
repair project. Aurora Ave N has too few shade trees already! Please keep these trees so they can

continue to benefit all who live, work, shop and visit in the neighborhood.

We beg our City officials to save these Sweetgum trees by utilizing modern design options while
rebuilding the sidewalks between 80th-105th, along Aurora Ave N. We know SDOT is concerned the
sidewalk is VERY rough in those places, a potential hazard to disabled folks or the less surefooted. But

would be great if the City could fix the sidewalks without removing these trees.

Sweetgums are prized across the country as street trees for their resilience, resistance to disease,
drought tolerance and beauty. In fact, they are currently recommended by SDOT as an approved street

tree! So, we are stunned to find these beautiful shade trees may be removed for sidewalk improvements.

This is not the time to remove any mature trees in the city. Climate change and the urban heat islands
formed in bare urban areas are impacting us right now. These shade trees providing cooling on a busy
highway and commercial district with too few big trees right now. As shown on the King County urban

heat map, removing these trees will expand the hottest part of the urban heat island.

The @seattledot signs alerting the public of this possible removal were ripped down soon after being put
up, and we are concerned neighborhood people are not being alerted all these trees could be removed.

Please repost these signs so that the public knows what you are considering.

SDOT has already done this in other areas of Seattle. And our neighbors to the north in Shoreline,

(@saveshorelinetrees) similarly successfully lobbied its City Council and WDOT to alter the sidewalk
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design, and thus saved a long row of giant conifers. We can too! It can be done. Save the Aurora

Sweetgums!

ERIN MOEHRING
Emoehrin@gmail.com

8600 18th Ave. W. Apt. B301, B301
Everett, Washington 98204

From: RICHARD E <climbwall@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 11:55 PM

To: Bakker, Patricia <Patricia.Bakker@seattle.gov>; LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov>; Pedersen,
Alex <Alex.Pedersen@seattle.gov>; Thaler, Toby <Toby.Thaler@seattle.gov>; Strauss, Dan
<Dan.Strauss@seattle.gov>; Juarez, Debora <Debora.Juarez@seattle.gov>; Harrell, Bruce
<Bruce.Harrell@seattle.gov>

Cc: Josh Morris <joshm@seattleaudubon.org>; Julia Michalak <jmichalak@gmail.com>; SeattleUFC8
<seattleufc8 @ protonmail.com>; David Moehring <dmoehring@consultant.com>; TreePAC Board
<TreePACBoard@groups.outlook.com>

Subject: Comments on Comp Plan EIS alternatives Regarding Trees and Open Space Requirements

CAUTION: External Email
To: The Seattle Urban Forest Commission

From: Richard Ellison, MS Plant Ecology

8003 28™ Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98115, climbwall@msn.com

Date: August 17,2022
RE: Comments on the Comprehensive Plan Updates

Thank you for listening to my public comments today. | emphasize them by writing them as comments for
the record and so to encourage changes in City policy.

1. Public and private open spaces are an opportunity for a tree to grow its canopy. Equally, the lack of
open spaces due to overdevelopment equals a lack of tree canopy. All Options need to foster more
public and private open spaces with trees.

2. As the City densifies, the ratio of open space/acre/human population numbers diminishes. There
needs to be a more equitable formula for minimum requirements for open green space per
population density for all neighborhoods.

3. Existing transportation corridor areas, such as Aurora Ave N, currently with few large shade trees,
should be required to increase the numbers of pocket parks and trees, with any and all Option
Alternatives.

4. Mental health impacts, as a defined term, should be evaluated for each Option alternative, such as
human health measures as stress from noise impacts, negative visual impacts, excessive heat and
rains, proximity to traffic, and others.

5. The proposed Alternative 6, could be relabeled as the Seattle Sacrifice Zone Alternative. Any
alternative that offers maximum growth in all zones would likely result in the City having a declining
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quality of living. If development runs like the wild west the majority of tree canopy will be lost,
exacerbating many ecological and sustainability issues in a climate change world.

| propose an Alternative 7, the Emerald City Ecological Alternative, that all development zones must
have increased public and private open space requirement with minimum standards such that a
30% tree canopy goal can be met in the next 20 years, and 40% canopy cover by 25 years. This
includes, that all properties within the matrix of ecological zones in the City, are designed to allow for
continuity of a biologic matrix. All properties undergoing development must design for the maximum
retention of existing trees, and enough open space for families with children to play, and wildlife to
thrive.
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