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Tree Management Policy Update

Changes and Updates
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Overview of Key Changes

• Ensuring alignment with current best management practices 
and industry standards

• Incorporation of climate change impacts and considerations

• Adding equity language for prioritization

• Including grounds management practices as part of tree care

• Expanded and updated recreational use language

• General updates and clarification
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General Updates

• New template

• List of affected departments

• Definitions

• References
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Criteria

• Safety

• Park Function

• Urban Forest Health

• Equitable Distribution
of Services
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Policy Versus Procedure

• Sections with procedures and 
practices removed

• ANSI-300 industry standards 
referenced instead

• Removed reference to practice 
of phasing work
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Private Property, Pruning, and Views

• Clarified policy regarding 
property lines

• Expanded language regarding 
cutting for views to add other 
factors that are not considered

• Revocable Use Permits needed
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Recreational Use of Trees

• Addition of tree protection 
language

• Webbing requirements for 
slacklines and  hammocks

• Individual use vs. commercial 
use (permits required)

• Climb at own risk
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Tree Protections

• Do nothing that 
damages trees

• Protect during 
construction

• Added maintenance 
practices to protect 
trees
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Other Updates

• Vegetation Management Plans and other park-
specific plans must be consistent with the 
Seattle Municipal Code and this policy. Any 
exception needs approval by the 
Superintendent.

• Climate resiliency incorporated into planting 
elements, particularly for establishment 
periods.

• Supporting habitat benefits highlighted.
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Stakeholder Outreach

Next steps: reach out to stakeholders 
before review by Park Board

• SPU/SDOT/OSE

• Forterra

• Cascade Land Conservancy

• Friends of Olmsted

• Other ideas?



Questions and Ideas?


