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BACKGROUND: 2015 STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN (SCAP)

1 Million Trees: 2015-2020
 King County and partners

 “Down payment” on the 30-Year Forest Plan

30-Year Forest Plan: 2020-2050
 Build on 1 Million Trees

 Develop a shared vision & outline 30-year goals related to tree canopy, 
forest cover, forest health

 “There are substantial carbon and climate benefits to maintaining, 
protecting, restoring, and expanding forests and farms in King County.”

 Identify priorities in addition to climate benefits



30-YEAR FOREST PLAN OUTREACH

 Clarify priorities/goals and challenges/opportunities 
with partners and stakeholders

 Internal KC-DNRP meetings and workshops

 External meetings and workshops with partners

 Online survey to collect public input (through 3/8): 
https://publicinput.com/6101/

https://publicinput.com/6101/


30-YEAR FOREST PLAN OUTLINE

We expect to divide the Plan into four sections: 

1. What do we have?

2. What do we want?

3. How do we get there?

 Collecting input: understand priorities in order to set goals and 
strategies

4. How are we doing? 



30-YEAR FOREST 
PLAN:  “WHAT DO 
WE HAVE?”

Ownership of forested land: 34% federal, 13% state, 17% city and county, 4% tribal, 32% private



30-YEAR FOREST 
PLAN:  “WHAT DO 
WE HAVE?”



Tree canopy goals can focus on 
specific objectives…
“…such as reaching the canopy 
percentage necessary to reduce urban 
heat island temperatures to a specific 
range, or to reduce stormwater runoff by 
a projected amount…” (American 
Forests)



30-YEAR FOREST PLAN:  “WHAT DO WE WANT?”

Priorities => outcomes associated 
with forest/tree cover and 
strategies to meet those outcomes

Strategies
 Site-specific examples: e.g. tree 

planting, restoration projects, changes 
in forest management, or other 
actions

 Regional examples: e.g. improve 
exchange of best practices and 
information, improve seedling 
availability

Priorities Outcomes Strategies
Example: Forest 
health in KC Parks

Example: Human 
health

Example: Reducing 
climate impacts

Example: Shift in 
composition & 
structure in KC-
owned forests

Example: Improved 
air quality

Example: More 
carbon stored in KC 
forests

Example: 
Restoration projects 
that harvest alder 
and replant conifers

Example: Increase 
tree planting in low 
canopy areas; 
increase urban 
greenspace 
acquisition

Example: Lengthen 
rotations of existing 
forests; increase 
planting across the 
County



30-YEAR FOREST PLAN: NEXT STEPS

 Compile and understand input received

 Draft set of top priorities for review in March

 Outline goals, strategies, measures

 Draft plan for review by December

Please feel free to contact us with input or questions
 kfarleywolf@kingcounty.gov
 Jessica.Engel@kingcounty.gov
 sbrandt@kingcounty.gov
 elstone@kingcounty.gov
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