
KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Building Urban Forest Health



King Conservation District is…



“We went from knowing nothing about our 
trees, to learning how to manage what is 
here and feeling confident in our ability to 
preserve the forest for future generations.” 

– Alison Clemons



KCD Funding

Rates and Charges ~$8-10 / parcel

• Rural and Urban Forest Stewardship

• Rural Farm Management Services & Community Agriculture

• Shoreline & Riparian Habitat Improvement

• Member Jurisdiction & Regional Food System Grants

• Landowner Incentive Program Cost-share



KCD Programs Overview



Member Jurisdiction Grant Program
(Seattle Community Partnership Grants)

Delridge Wetlands Restoration



Shorelines



Landowner Incentive Program

• Ratio: 50%-90%
• $10,000 - $30,000

• 236 King County 
landowners with cost-
share contracts

• 344 Best Management 
Practices implemented

• $1,964,661 invested in 
local conservation

Financial Incentive 
through Cost-share and 
Technical Assistance



17 Workshops Since 2016
239 Participants

Bellevue
Issaquah 
Kenmore

Kent 
Kirkland 

Maple Valley
Newcastle
Redmond

Renton
Seattle 

Shoreline
Woodinville

Beautify & Care for Your Streamside Property



Better Forests

IN Seattle-
28% Tree Canopy Coverage
63% as Single-Family Residential 
Areas



Rural Forest Health Management
Protect and restore forest cover



Rural Forest Health Management
Forest Stewardship Planning Services

• 51 Forest Stewardship Plans 

• 39 Technical Assistance Services

• 6 Coached Forest Stewardship Courses

• 3 Forest Field Days

• 9 Twilight Tours



Rural Forest Health Management
Forest Health Prescriptions & Cost-share

• 31 landowners with forest health cost-share 

contracts

• 19 landowners with installed cost-share 

projects

• 294 acres of small lot private forest land 

treated 

• (49.8 additional acres pending)

• 51,818 trees & shrubs planted

• $512,520 LIP funds invested



Rural Forest Health –
John and Kathy Matson

“I appreciate KCD’s outreach 
to forested property owners. I 
did not have to beat down 
their door to receive help –
they made the process easy to 
access and were very 
professional” – Jon Matson



Firewise



Firewise -
Redmond ridge community



Firewise -
Vashon Cohousing 

“Firewise provides us with tools for 
monitoring the 8 acres of forest and 4 acres 
of landscaping around our homes. The KCD 
Firewise Plan identifies priority measures for 
protecting our property and support for 
projects we may not otherwise implement.”

– Mark Musick, Vashon Cohousing Resident



A Changing Landscape



Inequality in Forested Environment



Urban Forest Health Management

• 57.5 acres treated/planted

• 62,518 trees & shrubs planted

• 26 jurisdictions engaged

• 19 landowners who installed projects



Urban Forest Health Management
Work Plan Priorities

• Landowner Literacy

• Provide Workshops

• Assist neighborhoods with technical support

• Support public-private partnerships

• Work with jurisdictions to explore partnership 

opportunities



Lakeridge Park/Deadhorse Canyon - Seattle



Toolkit/booklet

Lakeridge Park/Deadhorse Canyon Toolkit & 

Backyard Forest Stewardship Guide 



HOA Pilot Project – East Valley Heights



South King County Tree Canopy Assessment



Promoting Stormwater Benefits from Urban Canopy 
Cover in Puget Sound



Promoting Stormwater Benefits from Urban Canopy 
Cover in Puget Sound

Current Partners
• City of Arlington   
• City of Kirkland   
• City of Seattle   
• City of Tacoma   
• Futurewise
• King Conservation District   
• King County Cities Climate 

Collaboration 
• King County One Million Trees Initiative   
• King County Stormwater Section   
• The Nature Conservancy   
• Pierce Conservation District   

• Pierce County   
• Puget Sound Conservation District Caucus   
• Puget Sound Partnership  
• Snohomish Conservation District   
• Snohomish County   
• Stewardship Partners   
• Stormwater Engineering Representative   
• The Russell Family Foundation   
• USFS / Davie Institute i-Tree Development 

Team  
• Washington Stormwater Center   
• WA Department of Ecology  



KCD is Adapting for the Future



KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Thank You
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