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SDOT’s mission & vision 

Mission: delivering a first-rate transportation system for Seattle 

Vision: a vibrant Seattle with connected people, places, & products 
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SDOT’s core principles 

Keep it safe 

Focus on the 

basics 

Build healthy 

communities 

Support a 

thriving 

economy 

Provide great 

service 
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Presentation overview 

• Project purpose & goals 

• Tree & sidewalk assessment process 

• Initial assessment checklist 

• Toolbox introduction 

• Next steps 
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Project purpose 

• Develop options to address conflicts 

• Use case studies to illustrate applications 
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Project goals 

• Accessibility & health 

• Environment 

• Equity 

• Efficiency  
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Draft assessment process 
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Initial assessment checklist 
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Initial assessment checklist 
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• Is this tree healthy & worthy 

of preservation? 

• Is this tree in poor health or 

poor vigor; is there chronic 

trunk wounding? 

• Is this a “hazardous tree”? 

• Does the tree present a 

public safety hazard in terms 

of visibility or accessibility? 
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Piloting the initial assessment 
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Piloting the initial assessment 
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Piloting the initial assessment 
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Tree 60077 at 823 34th Ave 
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• Healthy & worthy of 

preservation 

• Good vigor; no 

chronic wounding 

• Not a hazardous tree 

• Sidewalk width is 

insufficient 

Retain tree & repair 

sidewalk 



Tree 60077 at 823 34th Ave 
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Piloting the initial assessment 
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Tree 60081 at 805 34th Ave 
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• Healthy & worthy of 

preservation 

• Good vigor; no 

chronic wounding 

• Not a hazardous tree 

• Sidewalk width is 

insufficient 

• Adjacent retaining 

wall cause for concern 

Evaluate further 



Tree 60081 at 805 34th Ave 
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Piloting the initial assessment 
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Tree 60084 at 806 34th Ave 
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• Not healthy; poor 

vigor 

• Impacted by pruning 

& adjacent holly 

• Sidewalk width is 

insufficient 

• Opportunity for new 

trees 

Remove tree & 

replace sidewalk 



Tree 60084 at 806 34th Ave 
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Initial decisions 
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Initial decisions 
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Select solutions from toolbox 
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Best practices 

• Current & emerging 

national & international 

policies, programs, & 

practices 

• Current SDOT practices 

• Tree size 

• Tree valuation 

• Tree maintenance 

• Root maintenance 

• Root structure evaluation  

• Sidewalk pavement types 

• Sub-base installation 

• Soil conditions 

• Nutrients 

• Water & irrigation 

• Utility compatibility 

• Accessibility & ADA  

• Surface maintenance 

• Street edge conditions 24 



Solutions toolkit 
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Solutions toolkit 
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UPDATE 



Tool description example 
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Example 1: Pre-repair condition 
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Example 1: Pre-repair condition 
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Example 1: Solutions applied 
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Example 2: Pre-repair condition 
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Example 2: Solutions applied 
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Next steps 

Date Activity 

May Online survey 

May 29 Madrona corridor meeting #3 

June 10 Lake City corridor meeting #2 

June 11 Rainier Beach corridor meeting #2 

Late June Draft operations plan 

July Final operations plan 

Fall Sidewalk repair in Madrona 
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Questions? 

jennifer.wieland@seattle.gov | (206) 733-9970 

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/treesandsidewalks.htm 

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation 


