
Seattle Green Factor 
Code standard for livable, functional landscapes 

Dave LaClergue, Urban Designer 
Seattle Department of Planning and Development 

April 2, 2014 



Overview 

• Why Green Factor? 

• How does it work? 

• Code development and 
implementation 

• Results so far 
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Why Green Factor? 

• Concerns about rapid growth 
in urban centers: balancing 
density and livability 

• Growing awareness of 
ecosystem functions: 
stormwater and heat island 

• How to treat “new” 
landscape features? 

• 1st generation LEED: heavy on 
the building envelope, light 
on landscape 
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How does the Green 
Factor work? 

• Provides weighted menu, 
sets minimum score 

• Includes green roofs and 
walls, bioretention, tree 
planting or preservation 

• Requirement for permit 
approval, can “double-
count” toward other 
requirements 
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Score sheet 
• Enter number and/or 

square footage of 
landscape features 

• Score sheet weights each 
feature by a factor (from 
0.1 to 1.0) 

• Total divided by parcel 
size, translates to % or 
Green Factor score 

• Counts layers, right-of-
way improvements, and 
various bonus credits 
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Code development 

• Draft scoring system 
with technical 
experts 

• Test and revise 
through hypothetical 
“retrofits” 

• Fit into broader code 
changes through 
prototype designs 
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Where does Green Factor apply? 

• Each time, introduced as part of broader code changes 

• Same scoresheet in each zone 

Zone Minimum score 

Commercial & Neighborhood Commercial 0.30  (2006) 

Industrial Commercial (in Urban Villages) 0.30 (2010) 

Midrise and Highrise Residential 0.50 (2009) 

Lowrise Multifamily Residential 0.60 (2010) 

South Downtown 0.30 (2011) 

South Lake Union 0.30 (2013) 
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• Higher quality, better-integrated landscape design 
• More layered plantings in or adjacent to rights-of-way 
• Permeable paving, green roofs, and green walls 
• Landscaped rooftop/terrace amenity areas 

Trends in built Green Factor projects 
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UBC study found that Green 
Factor, applied over a 9-block 
area, would result in… 

• 13% reduction of stormwater 
runoff 

• 9% reduction of energy 
demand 

• 12% GHG reduction 

Modeling 
benefits 
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Revisions 
• Clarified score sheet 

• New credits and bonuses 

• Caps on permeable paving and 
vegetated walls 

• Increased credit for trees, 
decreased for shrubs 

• Director’s Rule provides details 
on plant materials, permit 
process, and installation. 
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• Case studies: photos and 
landscape plans 

• Score sheet 

• Plant and tree lists 

• Landscaping Director’s Rule 

• Templates & calculators 

• Research 

tinyurl.com/ 
greenfactor 
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Ongoing work 
• Tracking, consistent 

implementation 

• Quantify functional benefits 

• Better align with stormwater 
regs 

• Maintenance enforcement 

• Fighting “mission creep” 

• Outreach to other cities 
considering green factor 
standards 
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dave.laclergue@seattle.gov 
tinyurl.com/greenfactor Thank you! 

mailto:dave.laclergue@seattle.gov
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