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Trees for Seattle, a program of the City of Seattle, is dedicated to growing and maintaining healthy, awe-
inspiring trees in Seattle. Trees build strong communities by: 
 
- Making our streets friendlier places to walk and bike 
- Soaking up rainwater to keep our streams, lakes, and Puget Sound clean 
- Calming traffic, helping to avoid accidents 
- Cleaning our air, making it easier to breathe 
- And much more! 
 
{ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΗ нκо ƻŦ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ 
by residents. Without those trees, Seattle would be a sad place. Working together, we can have an 
urban forest that is healthy and growing.  
 
You can get involved in many ways:  
 
Attend a Tree Walk: We host free monthly tours of the unique and beautiful trees in neighborhoods 
across Seattle. Self-guided versions are also available on our website. 
 
Volunteer: Our volunteers lead Tree Walks with friends and neighbors and participate in fun events like 
Tree Stewardship work parties to help keep trees healthy and thriving. You can commit for an hour or a 
lifetime. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Plant a Tree: Our Trees for Neighborhoods project supports Seattle residents in planting trees around 
their homes by providing support, free trees, and workshops. 
 
For more information on our work and how you can get involved:  
 
Visit: www.Seattle.gov/trees 
Call: 206-615-1668 
Email: treeambassador@seattle.gov 
Follow Trees for Seattle on Facebook 
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Tree Number 
& Common 
name 
Botanical 
name 

Tree Descriptions 
Notes 

Photos 

 

1. Canadian 
Hemlock  
Tsuga 
canadensis 
 

This tree is native to Canada and 
North America and can live a very 
long time. Some samples are 
recorded to be over 500 years old. 
This specimen here is small and 
delicate-looking, but can potentially 
grow up to 30 meters tall. These 
trees are also a popular Christmas 
tree. 

 
 
2. Star 
Magnolia 

Magnolia 
stellata 
 

These are the first magnolias to 
bloom. These beautiful flowering 
trees can be dated back to 20 million 
years ago. They evolved before the 
bees and bumblebees, developing 
carpels strong enough to withstand 
pollination by beetles. 

 

 
 

3. Kousa 
Dogwood 
Cornus kousa   

These dogwoods are native to 
eastern Asia and bloom in late spring. 
Also known as Korean dogwood. 
Their fruit is edible and sweet and is 
used for making wine. It has pointy 
bracts surrounding its flowers. 
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4. Western 

Hemlock 

Tsuga 

heterophylla 

The Western Hemlock is our very 
own state tree! Compare this tree to 
the Canadian Hemlock earlier on the 
ǿŀƭƪΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
opposite sides of North America, 
they look similar. This one is rather 
short now, but they can grow over 
150 feet and live for centuries. They 
produce small, roundish cones with 
scales that flare out when mature. 

 
 

5. Crabapple 
Malus spp. 
 

Continue south east past the large 
map of the park. You will see a small 
waterfall. The tree will be to the 
right of the waterfall. 

These delightful, little trees are 
easily identifiable in the fall due to 
the clusters of small, red apples, 
they produce, which are edible. The 
flowers can be white, pink, or red. 
They are part of the rose family 
Rosaceae. The bark contains 
cyanide-producing compounds. 
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6. Douglas 
Firs 
Pseudotsuga 
mensiezii 

Continue on the path. On the left 
behind the bench, you will see 3 
Stately Douglas firs. Some of the 
things made out of their wood: 
spoons, harpoon barbs, fishing 
utensils, caulking canoes, and water 
vessels 

 
 

7. Fragrant 
Snowbell 
Styrax 
obassia 

Directly in front of the Douglas Firs is 
the Fragrant Snowbell. These sweet 
sme l l i ng trees are native to Japan 
and K o r e a . Their wh i te flowers 
are bell shaped and very fragrant in 
spring. 
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8. Dogwood 
Cornus spp. 

Right across the path against the 
edge of the grass, you'll find a 
dogwood. Some species of 
dogwoods produce such a bitter 
fruit that it is assumed the name 
dogwood may have come from the 
fact that not even a dog would eat it. 

 
 

9. CƻǊǊŜǎǘΩǎ 
Pink  
Magnolia 
denudata 

To the left of the dogwood, behind 
the lamp, is Forrest's Pink. This 
beautiful large tree is native to 
eastern China and produces a lovely 
flower which was used as a purity 
symbol in the Tang Dynasty. This tree 
blooms through spring, producing 
flowers up to 16 centimeters in 
diameter that smell citrusy. It is the 
same tree as the Yula Magnolia. This 
deciduous tree has a fast growth rate 
and a striking outline when the 
leaves fall off due to its irregular, 
multi-stemmed form. 
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10. Winter-
hazel 
Corylopsis 
spp. 

Continue on the path. This low-lying 
plant will be on the right close to the 
tree line. This is a deciduous shrub 
from the temperate regions of Asia 
that has pretty yellow flowers 
hanging on racemes in mid- winter. 

 
 

11. Sugar 
Maple  
Acer 
saccharum 
 
 

Come back to the path. On the right 
near the path, there is a large maple 
with speakers attached in the 
summertime for events in the park. 
These hearty North American trees 
are responsible for our delicious 
maple syrup. In fall their leaves turn 
a vibrant orange, red and soft yellow. 
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12. Oyama 
Magnolia 
Magnolia 
sieboldii 

A few more paces along the path, 
this magnolia will be on the right 
close to the concrete wall. This is a 
very strong species of Magnolia 
which will even grow in Finland.  Its 
flowers are easily distinguished 
f rom other Magnolias as they have a 
bright red center composed of 
stamens. 

 
 

13. Evergreen 
Magnolia 
Magnolia 
grandiflora 

Continue along the path, and go up 
the ramp when you come to it. Right 
before the fork in the path, this 
magnolia will be to your left. These 
dark green, shiny leaf trees are also 
known for their majestic, white 
flowers that can be up to a foot 
wide. It is the state flower of 
Mississippi. 

 


