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Our team is here to help! Please contact SPU Green Business Program for assistance:

 Food service businesses in Seattle are required to use compostable 
straws and compostable utensils effective July 1, 2018.* 
Using disposable plastic straws and plastic utensils is prohibited.*

TIPS & RECOMMENDATIONS:

 We encourage food service businesses to keep a supply of flexible plastic straws 
available for customers with a physical or medical condition. Some people require this 
for drinking.

 We encourage food service businesses to use compostable packaging whenever 
possible, to provide compostable straws and utensils only upon request, and to utilize 
dispensers when providing them to customers. 

 We encourage the use of durable products. One time use packaging is a wasteful 
practice. Using reusable materials can help save money and cut down on waste!

 Contact us for assistance. This year SPU’s emphasis is on continuing outreach 
and providing education to businesses. Have questions or are working towards 
compliance? Contact the Green Business Program to request a Compliance Reporting 
Document to detail steps towards compliance.

EXEMPTIONS:

The requirement that all single-use food-serviceware be either compostable or recyclable 
currently does not apply to:

 Disposable flexible plastic drinking straws when needed by 
customers due to medical or physical conditions and for whom 
flexible compostable paper straws are unsuitable. Otherwise, straws 
must be compostable or designed to be reusable. 

 Disposable long-handled thick plastic soda spoons when required and used for 
thick drinks and identified as non-compostable by the food service business to 
its customers.

 Metal foil, metal foil-faced papers and engineered composite papers used to wrap hot 
food such as hamburgers and burritos.

 Portion cups (two ounces and under), if used for hot foods or requiring lids and 
identified as non-compostable by the food service business to its customers.
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ALLOWEDBANNED

Disposable Plastic Straws Compostable Paper Straws and 
Compostable Plastic Straws

ALLOWEDBANNED

Disposable Plastic Utensils Compostable Utensils

 Effective July 1, 2010, food service businesses are prohibited from selling or providing 
food for consumption on or off the premises in or with disposable food serviceware.

 Effective July 1, 2018, temporary exemptions for straws and utensils expire. The prohibition 
of disposable food serviceware includes a ban on plastic straws and plastic utensils*. 

 Approved compostable alternatives are permissible. Approved compostable indicates packaging 
and serviceware that has been tested and approved at a local commercial compost facility.

 Disposable flexible plastic drinking straws allowed when needed by customers due to medical or physical condition.

Summary of Seattle’s  
Serviceware Requirements:  
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SMC 21.36.086

ALLOWEDBANNED

Disposable Plastic Utensils 
and Straws

Compostable Utensils, 
Compostable Paper Straws, 

and Compostable Plastic Straws


