
Key project protecting the Lower Green River Valley nears completion. 
Flood District grants help communities reduce flooding, increase 
community resiliency, and improve the environment.
The King County Flood Control District undertakes and completes critical �ood protection 
projects to protect people, property, and the environment throughout King County. Businesses 
in the Green River Valley contribute over one-eighth of Washington’s gross domestic product. 
This fall, an important project to protect these economic assets will be completed. The Lower 
Russell Road Levee Setback Project—the District’s largest capital investment ever—wraps up 
after seven years of work and over three construction seasons. The project replaces more than 
a mile of an aging and failing levee and revetment in the Lower Green River Valley to better 
protect homes and businesses and improve riparian and aquatic habitat for �sh and wildlife. It 
also integrates existing road, trail, and park amenities enhancing existing recreational 
opportunities along the Green River. 

More broadly across King County, the Flood Control District is providing Flood Reduction Grants 
to help tribal nations, local jurisdictions, and non-pro�ts reduce �ooding and protect natural 
resources. The original program, which targets medium and small local �ood reduction projects, 
was expanded in 2021 to create three new competitive programs speci�cally targeting urban 
streams, coastal erosion and coastal �ooding, and culvert replacement and �sh passage. 57 
applications were received this year for the approximately $14 million available in grant funding.
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General

Before reentering your home, be cautious of 
potential structural damage, gas leaks, 
electrical shorts, and live wires.
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Have a professional check your heating system 
electrical panel, outlets, and appliances for safety 
before using. Call the gas company to have the gas 
turned back on.

Follow procedures for safe cleanup of household 
items, food, water supply, and property.

Document your losses. Photograph damage and 
record repair costs. Contact your insurance agent for 
�ood loss claims.

Mark the high water point in your home or 
damaged structure.

Pump out flooded basements gradually
(about one-third of the water per day) to avoid 
structural damage.

Do not dump sand from sandbags into creeks
as it impairs water quality. Store for future use. 

Check your local news outlets for updates on 
disaster assistance and registration procedures.

AFTER

Build Responsibly
Any development in the �oodplain needs a permit.
New construction, building repairs, additions, 
excavation, grading, �ll, or any other change to your 
property must be permitted and follow the standards in 
your community’s �oodplain management regulations. 
Any repairs or improvements to buildings in the 
�oodplain that exceed 50 percent of their value are
required to be elevated or �ood-proofed.

Building responsibly ensures that people and buildings 
are safer from �ooding. Floodplain management  
regulations make our �ood-prone areas less dangerous 
for all who live and work there by reducing each 
development’s impact on other properties.

Before starting a project, contact your jurisdiction’s 
permitting agency or the King County Department of 
Local Services, Permitting Division at 206-296-6600 
or go to kingcounty.gov/permits.

Do not walk, swim, or drive through flooded 
areas. Turn around. Don’t drown.

If your vehicle stalls in a flooded area, 
abandon it as soon as possible. Walk back to 
safety the way you came.
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Call the King County Flood Warning Center 
at 206-296-8200 or 800-945-9263 for information 
on �ood conditions and forecasts.

Be prepared for an evacuation notice from 
authorities. If advised to evacuate, do so 
immediately. Follow recommended evacuation 
routes, as shortcuts may be blocked.

If you are unable to safely leave your home or a 
building due to rapidly rising waters, call 911 for 
help. Then move to a higher �oor or to the roof. 
Take warm, weatherproof clothing, a �ashlight, a 
mobile phone, and a portable radio.

When flooding is imminent, but only if time permits:

• Close your main gas valve.

• Turn off all utilities in your building at the main power
switch. Do not touch any electrical equipment unless
it is in a dry area or you are standing on a piece of
dry wood while wearing rubber-soled shoes and
rubber gloves.

• Record �ood statistics such as time, gage reading,
and local �ood elevations for future use in
understanding �ooding in your neighborhood. Include
speci�c observations at your home or business.

DURING
6

BEFORE
1 Know your flood hazard. If you were mailed this

newsletter, your home or property is in or near a 
�oodplain. Learn more at kingcounty.gov/FEMAmap
or call 206-477-4812.

2 Buy flood insurance. Standard homeowners
insurance does not cover loss caused by �ooding, 
and there can be a 30-day waiting period on new 
�ood insurance policies.

Learn more at floodsmart.gov or
call 800-427-4661.

3 Protect yourself and your family.

• Update emergency plans for your family, farm,
or business and choose a meeting place in case
family members get separated.

• Know several routes from your home or business
to high ground.

• Use sandbags to protect your home or property
(see inside map for free distribution locations).

• Pick an out-of-state friend or relative to call with
information if local lines are busy.

• Assemble an emergency kit (see below).

• Talk to neighbors about �ood preparedness,
previous experiences, and any special assistance
you or they may need.

Visit kingcounty.gov/flood to sign up for alerts for different
river systems in King County.

REGISTER
FOR ALERTS

NEED HELP? Call 206-477-4812 if you need help looking up a property, need to con�rm your 
property is in a �oodplain, or want more information about elevation certi�cates.

WHEN IT FLOODS...
Be prepared! Get details about �ooding at kingcounty.gov/floodservices

We can do this!
A message from the King County
Flood Control District

Let’s face it—the past few years have 
been tough. We are all feeling the 
stresses of our ever-changing 
environment, including devastating
weather impacts—scorching heat, 
wild�res, and �ooding. The good news is 
we have met, and will continue to meet 
these challenges. We’re resilient and we 
know that in dif�cult times we’ve got to 
pull together, look out for each other, and 
prepare for what’s ahead.

Today I’m asking you to prepare for a very real risk in King 
County—�ooding.

Flooding is the most common natural disaster in King County, 
which is why the King County Flood Control District is helping 
communities anticipate, prepare for, and recover from �ooding. 
The District looks at the big picture and protects public safety, our 
economy, and the environment using a holistic, integrated �ood 
management approach. Helping people prepare for �ooding is an 
important part of this work.

Here are a few ways you can prepare for �ooding: 

• Know your flood risk. Visit kingcounty.gov/FEMAmap
to check any address in King County or call 206-477-4812.

• Obtain flood insurance. Go to floodsmart.gov to rate your 
�ood risk, estimate premiums, and �nd an agent. 

• Stay informed. Sign up for King County Flood Alerts and 
download the King County Flood Warning App at 
kingcounty.gov/flood.

• Turn around. Don’t drown. Never walk, swim, or drive 
through �oodwaters.

• Share this information. Inform your family, friends 
and neighbors.

Thank you for preparing yourself and your loved ones for this 
year’s �ood season. 

Dave Upthegrove
Chair, King County Flood Control District

kingcountyfloodcontrol.org  |  @CMUpthegrove

BE FLOOD READY
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YOUR GUIDE TO FLOOD PREPAREDNESS IN KING COUNTY

516 Third Ave. Room 1200 • Seattle WA 98104

kingcountyfloodcontrol.org

FREE KING COUNTY
FLOOD WARNING APP
Get real-time flooding info with our free app! 
Monitor current river flows, river stage data, 
forecasts, and real-time flood phases.

Sign up at kingcounty.gov/flood.
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Sign up for free automated 
flood alerts. You can 
personalize alerts by river 
and flood phase. 

kingcounty.gov/flood or call 206-477-4899 

KING COUNTY RIVERS MAP

If you are receiving 
this brochure by mail, 

your home or property is 
in or near a floodplain.

FOLLOW US!

@KCFloodDistrict and 
@KCDNRP

@KingCountyDNRP

@KingCountyDNRP

Protect your property and pets from flood hazards.

• Move vehicles, equipment, and livestock/pets to
higher ground and store valuables and household
chemicals above �ood levels.

• Anchor and secure propane tanks and other
fuel containers.

• Install check valves in building sewer traps to prevent
�oodwaters from backing up in sewer drains.

• Never dump waste in storm drains; dispose of litter
and animal waste in trash cans; and sweep sidewalks,
gutters, driveways, and other paved surfaces. Clean
storm drains require less maintenance and help keep
our rivers and streams clean for drinking, wildlife,
and recreation.
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Chair Dave Upthegrove

• Battery- or crank-operated radio
and extra batteries

• First aid supplies and a whistle

• Flashlight with extra batteries

• Copies of important documents in a plastic bag
(driver's license, insurance and bank information,
and contact information)

• Several days’ worth of water and nonperishable
food for your family and animals

• Warm clothing, sturdy shoes/boots, and blankets

• Personal hygiene and sanitation supplies

• Prescription medicines

• Comfort items for children (blanket, books, toys)

• Cell phone with chargers and backup batteries

Recommended Emergency Kit Supplies More at: Ready.gov/kit

Interpretation and translation services are available to you at no cost. If you need them, please contact us at 206-477-4812 (TTY Relay: 711)

Hay servicios de interpretación y traducción a su disposición sin costo alguno. Si nos necesitan, llámanos a 206-477-4812; TTY:711

The Lower Russell Levee Setback Project’s design includes features to de�ect �ow and enhance habitat, April 2022.




