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Licensing Update



Online Renewal of Pesticide 

Licenses
Electronic Check Credit Card

Status
Currently

available

Available December 

2017

Account
Checking or 

Savings Account
Credit or Debit Card

Convenience

Fee
$1.00 3%

*Renewal packets coming first week of November



Computer-Based Testing

Adding exam availability at testing centers

Lower Columbia College – in progress since 
2015

Big Bend Community College – Start date 
10/20/2017



Licensing Update
Overall Expectations for Computer Based Testing

 1. Provide examination, administration, and scoring on a

computer-based infrastructure

 2. Provide online mechanism to schedule test dates/times

 3. Provide a broad range of locations throughout state

 4. Rigid security controls for handling of personal information

 5. Maintain Olympia & Yakima locations - paper-based testing

Overall Expectations



Licensing Update
Computer Based Licensing 
Exams

 -Immediate grading of 
exams

 -Score provided to applicant 
along with:

 Number of questions 
answered correctly out of total

 Number of questions answered 
correctly in each category/topic

 -Exam Interface

 Exam progress shown on-
screen

 Confirmation at completion 
of exam



Computer-Based Testing

Contact WSDA Licensing Department for further 
questions:

License@agr.wa.gov

1-877-301-4555

mailto:License@agr.wa.gov
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Non Ag Use inspection, and 

Process



Non Ag Use inspection, and 

Process
Routine inspection, show credentials and work through 

checklist

Request application record for application witnessed

Discuss licensing (if required), pesticide storage, label 
review, etc
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When is Licensing Required?



When is Licensing Required?
 RCW 17.21.220 - Application of chapter to governmental entities—

Public operator license required

 (1) All state agencies, municipal corporations, and public utilities or 
any other governmental agencies are subject to this chapter and its 
rules.

 (2) It is unlawful for any employee of a state agency, municipal 
corporation, public utility, or any other government agency to use 
or to supervise the use of any restricted use pesticide, or any 
pesticide by means of an apparatus



When is Licensing Required?

What an Apparatus is:

Any type of ground, water 
or aerial equipment

Motorized device

Power equipment

To apply pesticides on land 
or anything growing

What an Apparatus is NOT:

 Pressurized hand size 
devices of which the 
person applying the 
pesticide is the source of 
power or energy

Definition of Apparatus RCW 17.21.020





When is Licensing Required?
Apparatus Display Sign Requirements – WAC 16-228-1550

 (1) A certified applicator making a landscape application 

 Display the name and telephone number of the applicator or

 Applicator's employer on any power equipment.

 (2) A certified applicator making a right of way application 

 Requirements of (1)

 Display "VEGETATION MANAGEMENT APPLICATION."





When is Licensing Required?

 (3) Apparatus display signs

 Attached to and prominently displayed on the application 
apparatus 

 Shall be clearly visible.

 (4) Lettering of the apparatus display signs shall be 

 Two inches in height and shall be printed in color 
contrasting to the background.





Examples of Restricted Use 

Pesticide



Washington State Restricted Use 
Pesticides

SRUP



Federal Restricted Use Pesticide 
RUP



Examples of Equipment Used



Examples of Equipment Used



Examples of Equipment Used







Pesticides Must Be Registered 

with WSDA for Distribution
PICOL is a great tool to check pesticide registration for 

Dealer-Managers
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Weather Information Estimated 

at Site of Pesticide Application



Backpack & Hand Held 

Sprayer Calibration
Step #1

• Measure out and mark with turf paint or marking 
flags a 20ft. x 50 ft. area (1,000 sq. ft.)

• Fill your sprayer with 2 gallons of water (no 
chemical)



Backpack & Hand Held 

Sprayer Calibration
Step #2

• Spray the marked off area

• Remember to spray the marked off area just as you 
would when applying product.

• Determine the amount of water sprayed out

• Result is your spray rate per 1,000 sq. ft.







Label and SDS Book



Unlabeled Pesticide Containers

WAC 16-228-1320 (11)

“….. All containers used for pesticide mixtures, other 
than those in an apparatus, shall have a label identifying 
the contents as a pesticide, the active ingredient, and 
appropriate restrictions and precautions…..”







Pesticide Storage









Non Ag Use inspection 

Case Study April 2017

Commercial Operator making landscape applications 
around multifamily unit housing complex

Complaint from daycare workers that witnessed pesticide 
application near playground with kids

Pesticide storage issues





Non Ag Use Inspection 



Final Actions by WSDA
 Notice of Correction to Commercial Applicator and Commercial 

Operator for the following:

 No SDS sheets available during inspection 

 No landscape markers (flags) placed at the main points of entry

 Poor housekeeping in pesticide storage area of landscape trailer

 Pesticides were not secure by laying in the lawn

 Pesticide containers were missing labeling, Commercial Operator 
was unsure what was in them

 Application records were missing several things such as weather 
information
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2,4,D and Triclopyr Herbicide 

Issues
Continuing to receive complaints every year 

When used in landscapes, and road sides:

 Volatilization and weather

 Smell

 Carrier in herbicide that causes several symptoms 



Common Product Used



Case Study with Crossbow
Property owner making Crossbow applications around 

commercial property (Apartment complex.)

Controlling weeds in landscape beds and fence lines 

Morning application in July



Case Study with Crossbow
Tenant claimed the following symptoms from application:

Coughing

Burning throat

Headache

Terrible smell in apartment

Feeling of suffocation 

Talking about things in a manner never spoken before



Case Study with Crossbow



Final Actions by WSDA

No action from WSDA

No evidence to show drift or entrance into apartment

WA State Department of Health still investigating 
complaint



Don’t Forget About Pesticide 

Sensitive Individuals!
PSI Packets of information are mailed out every January 

and June of each year

There are changes EVERY mailing

Required to notify at least 2 hours ahead of pesticide 
applications

Landscape – Adjacent to PSI properties

Right of Way – ¼ mile of PSI property



Case Study Applicator 

Inspection September 2017

Applicator Inspection

WSDA randomly driving by watching applicators prepare 
to treat a site under a powerline right of way

Commercial application company contracted with 
Bonneville Power Company to control blackberries



Applicator Inspection



Applicator Inspection

Lunch



Final Actions by WSDA

Notice of Correction issued to the Commercial Applicator 
and Commercial Operator for the following:

No license plate on powered equipment

No “Vegetation Management Sign” on right of way 
equipment

Poor housekeeping in pesticide storage area of pickup

Pesticides cannot be stored with food or feed
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Posting Treated Landscapes
Common problem for all types of company’s and pesticide 

applicators

Most landscapes must be posted (RCW 17.21.410) including 
but not limited to the following at the main points of entry:

Residential property

Commercial property

Golf course

Schools/day cares

Parks, cemeteries, and rest-stops 



Posting Treated Landscapes

Posting markers shall be:

Four inches by five inches

 "THIS LANDSCAPE HAS BEEN TREATED BY" as the 
headline and

 "FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL" as the footer. 



Posting Treated Landscapes

The company name and service mark shall be included 
between the headline and the footer on a marker 

The applicator's telephone number where information 
can be obtained about the application shall be included 
in the footer of the marker. 

Markers shall be printed in colors contrasting to the 
background



Correct Posting Markers Must 

Be Used



Correct Posting Markers Must 

Be Used
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West Seattle Linden Tree Cases

Several calls this year about dead/dying bumble bees in 
West Seattle

At least one site visit

Citizens worried about bees



West Seattle Linden Tree Cases
Complainant questioned WSDA if City of Seattle was 

spraying

WSDA contacted City of Seattle Urban Forestry and 
Arborist Dept to confirm species of trees





Marijuana Update

2017-2019: WSDA Budget Proposal.

Cannabis Regulatory Support: Approved as 
Part of WSLCB Budget, Pass Through 
Funding for WSDA Activities.

Edible Marijuana Inspections: Approved, 
WSDA Has Started Rule Making Process. 

Voluntary Marijuana Certification: Approved, 
WSDA Has Started Rule Making Process.



Marijuana Infused Edibles



Marijuana Update

2018: WSDA Supplemental Budget Proposal.

Support for Industrial Hemp Research Pilot 
Program.



Washington State Insect

Green Darner Dragonfly

Significance?
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