Rainier Valley South
Stay Healthy Street

2022/2023 Evaluation




Our Vision, Mission, Values, & Goals

Seattle is a thriving equitable community powered by dependable transportation.
We're on a mission to deliver a transportation system that provides safe and
affordable access to places and opportunities.

Core Values & Goals:

Equity, Safety, Mobility, Susta‘ii[lability, Livability, and vac_ellil_enc.e.
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Making life easier
during COVID-19

Stay Healthy Streets were added to:

* Create space for you to walk and bike
6 feet apart close to home

* Connect you to groceries stores,
pharmacies, and businesses

* Reduce car traffic to keep you safer
while walking and biking

* Reduce impacts to hospitals and
essential workers




STAY HEALTHY STREETS

Process for Identifying Permanent Stay Healthy Streets

1 2 3 4 5
DESIGN Permanent
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Is this street a good candidate for permanent implementation?

PILOT A
TEMPORARY STAY
HEALTHY STREET

Observe
Listen
Evaluate

Permanent

EVALUATION OF A PILOT STAY HEALTHY STREET

":F

Are there more
people walking,
rolling and biking?

ofia

Is there
neighborhood
support for
keeping the Stay
Healthy Street?

e%0%%
O 4 &
How well did this
Pilot SHS serve
the diversity of the
neighborhood?
(Race, Gender,
Age, Ability)

vehicles driving on
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Are there fewer

the street?
Are the vehicles
traveling slowly?
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Data Collection Location
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People walking and biking per hour
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People biking per day (7 day average
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Vehicles per day (7 day average)
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Average number of daily vehicles (ADT)
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Vehicles SpEEd (85% of vehicles drive this speed or slower)
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Online Survey ~ 340 Responses for Rainier Valley

How do you feel about the Stay
Healthy Streets that were put in

Dislike
31%

your neighborhood during the
pandemic?

Useful during
and after COVID
50%

(n=340responses)

Neutral
7%

Is there
neighborhood
support for
keeping the Stay \
\ Seattle
Healthy Street? 12 le Department of

Results as of July 6, 2022 Transportation



Online Survey

Have you or your household used the Stay Healthy Streets?

If yes, how?

Walking 217
Biking 166
Errands 66
Driving 55

Yes. How?

Playing 50
Other (please specify) 28
Wheelchair § 2
Generally dislikes SHS concept 22

No need/Not effective 18
Location is inconvenient 17

< SHS not accessible 1
| § Prefers using sidewalks 8
g Never had opportunity to use
ﬁﬁ& SHS feel unsafe
Is there
neighborhood |
support for (n= 340 responses) (n= 326 responses)
keeping the Stay
Healthy Street?

5

5

More difficult to get around 4
3

Feel profiled or excluded
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Online Survey

When using Stay Healthy Streets do you feel safe? If you

answered no, where on the Stay Healthy Street do you
feel unsafe?

P o [

Is there
neighborhood
support for
keeping the Stay
Healthy Street?

(n=320responses)
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Online Survey

Why do you feel unsafe on the Stay Healthy Street?

P o [

Is there
neighborhood
support for
keeping the Stay
Healthy Street?

Too many vehicles

Vehicles driving too fast

Bicycles not sharing the space

Intersections with busy streets

Signs have fallen down

Fear of racial violence

Interactions with aggressive people

Crowded with people, fear of getting COVID-19
Sidewalk/street infrastructure needs to be improved
No need/Not effective

General dislike SHS concept

Too difficult to get around

Other (please specify)
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Online Survey

Thinking about the future of your neighborhood after COVID-19: How

could Stay Healthy Streets improve your community?

P o [

Is there
neighborhood
support for
keeping the Stay
Healthy Street?

Improve physical and mental health

Build community, more opportunities to meet neighbors

Safer streets for people of all ages

Space for recreation

Space for community dinners and block parties

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

I, 637
I 60%
. 65%
— 61%
I 47%

Art that highlights the community's culture and history |GG 39%

Gardens and planters

Other (please specify)

General dislike SHS concept

N 43%
I 8%
s 18%

(n=295 responses)
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Online Survey

Do you want Stay Healthy Streets to be permanent in your community? Why?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Improves safety 56
More open space 41
Encourages sustainable transportation modes 33

More enjoyable neighborhood 31

Yes

Fewer cars on street 23
Encourages healthy habits 8
Easier to get around 10

Wants to see more locations with SHS 5

Generally dislikes SHS concept 43
No Need/Not Effective 23
More difficult to get around 20

Disrupt traffic flow 18

No

Felt profiled and excluded 14
SHS feel unsafe 11

SHS are not accessible 4
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Location is inconvenient 1

(n=227 responses)




Site Visit Photos

S Willow St & 44t Ave S (facing south, entering HS on
44t Ave): only one barricade (without sign on it) S Holly St w/o Rainier Ave S
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2022 Evaluation Decision:

Recommendations:

e (Continue Pilot:

* Returned to neighborhood

greenway:

* S Willow St between 42nd Ave S

and 46th Ave S

* 46th Ave S between S Holly St

and S Willow St

* Holly St between 46th Ave S

and Rainier Ave S
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Outreach Activities and Community Feedback in 2023

Outreach Activities and Community Engagement

* 45 posters along each intersection of the Rainier Beach
and Othello Healthy Street

* 132 mailers sent to residents living along the Rainier
Beach and Othello Healthy Street

* Bike Bus to Dunlap Elementary and South Shore PK-8
outreach with over 40 kids and parents

* Meetings with our Safe Routes to School team
for information gathering and feedback sharing

|\ Seattle
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Bike Bus and Walk Group to School

SDOT is supporting Seattle Public Schools,
Peace Peloton, and Cascade Bicycle Club to
lead walking and biking groups to Dunlap
Elementary and South Shore PK-8.
 Eachweek in May and June
2023, about 20-30 students are
biking together to school along the
Healthy Street starting at Brighton
Playfields
* Parents feel comfortable biking
with their kids on this route because
people driving are required to slow
down with speed humps, signage,
and push button crossings
* It'sbeensuchasuccess thatit's
likely continuing into the next
school year
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Bike to Books

SDOT worked with art teachers at Dunlap
Elementary School and South Shore PK-
8 for students to create designs for
bicycle sharrows.

About 15 winning designs will be installed
in 2024 by SDOT crews along the Healthy
Street from Othello Playground to the
Rainier Beach Library.
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Community Feedback

Based on the HS Feedback Form (from April 2023 to June 2023) and emails (from Jan 2022 through June 15th, 2023), about 23
out of 28 responses were in favor of HS or supported it being permanent, and 5 of them preferred re-open the streets.

Support

“I like that Healthy Streets keep traffic low and encourage more pedestrian
travel which adds to the feeling of community in the neighborhood. In
addition, people to tend to speed around my location at Othello so Healthy
Streets help to promote safety in the neighborhood.”

“I would appreciate to see permanent signage installed, similar to what is in
place on beacon hill. | would appreciate fliers delivered to homes, explaining
the purpose of the healthy streets. Educating my neighbors on why it matters
might help them slow down and respect the closed streets. ”

“I love being able to walk down it day and night It is very safe Neighbors on
the street have nice front yards Quiet street”

“I like that it causes drivers to slow down esp. in front of the school but it also
gives every more space to walk around. | have dogs and there are a lot of
families that walk in the area and having a space that can accommodate
more people. Folks walking dogs, strollers and kids on scooters or bikes can
all share the sidewalk and we can safely walk in the street and not be worried
about cars flying down the street running us over has made us get out and
meet neighbors more.”

Concern/Opposite

“It is used by delivery trucks, garbage trucks, school buses, cars and absolutely
no one is walking in the street, nor did they ever on this section due to it being
a highly trafficked street.”

“The city put up makeshift curbs to stop cars from parking here and there on
sidewalks- sidewalks that were rarely used in the first place making all streets
in the neighborhood one lane creating a nightmare of congestion and bad
behavior...We have sidewalks. We do not need to choke the streets. Streets
are for bikes and cars and that is a healthy street.”

“Having signs on the street, there's been many traffic jams in those streets.”
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2023 Evaluation Decision

Recommendations:

Make the following section permanent: I

e HS between S Othello St and S Barton St
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Permanent Healthy Street Options
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Questions?

Stay in touch:

summer.jawson@seattle.gov

Q' 206.491.4305
@ www.seattle.gov/transportation/BallardHealthyStreet
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mailto:Summer.jawson@seattle.gov
http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/stayhealthystreets

From the entire SBDOETeam:
Thankyou!




