
2024 Fee Changes

Fee Changes for 2024
The Seattle City Council recently adopted the 2024 budget, including legislation that implements SDCI fee 
changes in 2024.

On January 1, 2024, SDCI will be implementing an inflationary increase of 2% to most fees. These fee 
increases will result in an SDCI base hourly rate of $257/hr. and a land use hourly rate of $439/hr. The 
minimum fee in the D-1 table will also be increasing from $252 to $257, and the regular update to the 
BVD table will also have an impact on building development fees. Examples are given below.

– January 1, 2024 –

Resources
The new Director’s Rule, Building Valuation Table, and other fee-related information are available 
at www.seattle.gov/sdci/permits/how-much-will-your-permit-cost.

2023/2024 Fee Comparison 2023 2024 $ Change % Change
Single Family (R-3) 
VB: 1,500 sq ft dwelling
+ 400 sq ft garage

  

Total SDCI Value $275,712 $287,881 $12,169 4.41%
Plan and Permit Fee $4,752 $4,888 $136 2.86%
3-Unit Townhouse (R-3) 
VB: 6,100 sq ft townhouse
Total SDCI Value $1,013,088  $1,061,095 $48,007 4.74%
Plan and Permit Fee $12,237 $12,703 $466 3.81%
Office (B)
VB: 7,000 sq ft office
Total SDCI Value $1,268,260  $1,306,900  $38,640 3.05%
Plan and Permit Fee $14,660 $15,031 $371 2.53%
Apartment (R-2)
VA: 21,000 sq ft dwelling
Total SDCI Value $3,338,790 $3,403,680  $64,890 1.94%
Plan and Permit Fee $32,816 $33,346 $530 1.62%
Bank (B)
VB: 5,000 sq ft
Total SDCI Value $905,900  $933,500 $27,600 3.05%
Plan and Permit Fee $11,164 $11,454 $290 2.60%



While most permitting fees will see these increases electrical, refrigeration and furnace fees will not be 
increasing in 2024 following a series of reductions SDCI has made to these fees over the past three years.

SDCI will be reducing aazardous tree removal fees by 50% in 2024 to promote accessibility of this service 
and align costs with the amount of work performed.

Vacant building monitoring fees will be adjusted to account for inflationary and programmatic changes 
since the last major update in 2019. The new monthly inspection fees will be $332.36 for buildings that 
are closed to entry without code violations, $651.82 for buildings that are closed to entry with code 
violations, and $781.84 for buildings that are unsecured. Buildings will continue to be released from the 
monitoring program after three consecutive inspections without violations.

Beginning January 1, 2024, SDCI will charge a Tenant Relocation Assistance Ordinance (TRAO) license 
processing fee. This fee will be used for increased staffing to provide timely and efficient processing of 
TRAO licenses. TRAO is required when tenants are displaced due to development or removal of rent 
restrictions. Eligible low-income tenants are provided relocation assistance, half of which is paid by the 
City and half paid by the owner or developer. This fee is charged to the developer or property owner and 
is separate from the owner’s share of relocation assistance paid to eligible tenants.  

The fee is based on the number of displaced households. The 2024 fee will be:

• Base TRAO processing fee (including certifications of no displacement): $257
• Additional fee for each unit eligible to apply for TRAO:  $321.25

The fee amount will be periodically adjusted along with other permitting fees. 

RRIO fees will increase starting January 1, 2024, to keep up with program operating expenses. RRIO fees 
support the RRIO program and cannot be used for other City functions. A summary of the fee changes is below.

Fee Current (2023) Beginning 2024
Property Registration/Renewal fee $70 $110
Add. Unit Registration/Renewal fee $15 $20
Private Inspector Training $200 $300
Private Inspector Registration $250 $300
City Inspection Property Fee $175 $210
Add. Unit City Inspection Fee $35 $40
Private Inspection Processing Fee $40 $50
Registration/Renewal & Inspection late fee $30 No Change

The City of Seattle recognizes the importance of limiting fee increases for the RRIO program. This is the 
second time in 10 years that we have raised any RRIO fee.

– Questions about Fees? –
Fire Review and Inspection
(206) 386-1447 or (206) 386-1451

Land Use Permits
(206) 684-8467

Chat with us or send your question online at:
www.seattle.gov/sdci/about-us/contact-us

700 Fifth Ave., Suite 2000
P.O. Box 34019
Seattle, WA 98124-4019

https://www.seattle.gov/sdci/about-us/contact-us

