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part of this park should be partially or wholly cleared and the surface covered with grass. 
Where the land is flat, or nearly so, the clearing should be the most complete in order to 
provide open lawns or fields for the use of large numbers of a people” (Ibid.).

 Lake Washington Boulevard was developed through the park according to the 
Olmsted Plan. This included the plantings in the vicinity of the road. The remainder of 
the park was developed according to SPR's plans in response to the needs of the public. A 
long, flat stretch in the middle of the park was graded and used as a speedway for horse 
racing. A barn was built at its north end. Bridle trails throughout the park were enjoyed 
by horseback riders. The path built through the area as part of City Engineer George 
Cotterill’s 1900 bicycle path plan was well-used. 

 In the 1920s, the area along the eastern border of the park, to the south of the 
Broadmoor entrance, was developed into greenhouse and nursery sites. They supplied 
plant materials for other parks in the city. James Frederick Dawson, a partner in the 
Olmsted Brothers firm who had done extensive public and private projects in the 
Northwest and worked closely with John Charles Olmsted before his death in 1920, was 
hired in 1934 to design a plan for an arboretum in Washington Park. Dawson left the 
nurseries and greenhouses in the same location. It was a good location for them because 
the land was relatively flat and away from the primary circulation routes through the park. 

 Brian Mulligan, who served as director of the Washington Park Arboretum from 
1947 to 1972, was largely responsible for implementing the Olmsted Brothers plan. He 
made adjustments to Dawson’s arrangement of plant families to ensure the conditions 
matched the needs of the different species and built many of the paths through the park. 
The nursery remained in use at least until the 1950s. 
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part of this park should be partially or wholly cleared and the surface covered with grass. 
Where the land is flat, or nearly so, the clearing should be the most complete in order to 
provide open lawns or fields for the use of large numbers of a people” (Ibid.).

 Lake Washington Boulevard was developed through the park according to the 
Olmsted Plan. This included the plantings in the vicinity of the road. The remainder of 
the park was developed according to SPR's plans in response to the needs of the public. A 
long, flat stretch in the middle of the park was graded and used as a speedway for horse 
racing. A barn was built at its north end. Bridle trails throughout the park were enjoyed 
by horseback riders. The path built through the area as part of City Engineer George 
Cotterill’s 1900 bicycle path plan was well-used. 

 In the 1920s, the area along the eastern border of the park, to the south of the 
Broadmoor entrance, was developed into greenhouse and nursery sites. They supplied 
plant materials for other parks in the city. James Frederick Dawson, a partner in the 
Olmsted Brothers firm who had done extensive public and private projects in the 
Northwest and worked closely with John Charles Olmsted before his death in 1920, was 
hired in 1934 to design a plan for an arboretum in Washington Park. Dawson left the 
nurseries and greenhouses in the same location. It was a good location for them because 
the land was relatively flat and away from the primary circulation routes through the park. 

 Brian Mulligan, who served as director of the Washington Park Arboretum from 
1947 to 1972, was largely responsible for implementing the Olmsted Brothers plan. He 
made adjustments to Dawson’s arrangement of plant families to ensure the conditions 
matched the needs of the different species and built many of the paths through the park. 
The nursery remained in use at least until the 1950s. 
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part of this park should be partially or wholly cleared and the surface covered with grass. 
Where the land is flat, or nearly so, the clearing should be the most complete in order to 
provide open lawns or fields for the use of large numbers of a people” (Ibid.).

 Lake Washington Boulevard was developed through the park according to the 
Olmsted Plan. This included the plantings in the vicinity of the road. The remainder of 
the park was developed according to SPR's plans in response to the needs of the public. A 
long, flat stretch in the middle of the park was graded and used as a speedway for horse 
racing. A barn was built at its north end. Bridle trails throughout the park were enjoyed 
by horseback riders. The path built through the area as part of City Engineer George 
Cotterill’s 1900 bicycle path plan was well-used. 

 In the 1920s, the area along the eastern border of the park, to the south of the 
Broadmoor entrance, was developed into greenhouse and nursery sites. They supplied 
plant materials for other parks in the city. James Frederick Dawson, a partner in the 
Olmsted Brothers firm who had done extensive public and private projects in the 
Northwest and worked closely with John Charles Olmsted before his death in 1920, was 
hired in 1934 to design a plan for an arboretum in Washington Park. Dawson left the 
nurseries and greenhouses in the same location. It was a good location for them because 
the land was relatively flat and away from the primary circulation routes through the park. 

 Brian Mulligan, who served as director of the Washington Park Arboretum from 
1947 to 1972, was largely responsible for implementing the Olmsted Brothers plan. He 
made adjustments to Dawson’s arrangement of plant families to ensure the conditions 
matched the needs of the different species and built many of the paths through the park. 
The nursery remained in use at least until the 1950s. 
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2018 OLMSTED PARKS STUDY

VOLUNTEER PARK

 Public and institutional input will be prominent in the ongoing rehabilitation 
of Volunteer Park. The park holds city landmark status and draws support and counsel 
from a series of civic and community organizations. Landmark status requires that the 
Landmarks Preservation Board approve rehabilitation measures, ensuring changes are 
consistent with controls and incentives. It is also advised that plans be reviewed by the 
Volunteer Park Trust (VPT) and Friends of Seattle’s Olmsted Parks. Opportunities to 
partner with organizations including VPT, the Seattle Asian Art Museum (SAAM) and the 
Conservatory should be taken advantage of, and fundraising for improving planting beds 
should be explored. Our efforts are meant to be targeted and complement other efforts to 
maximize results.

 Reconfiguration of planting and pathways takes priority at this site, especially 
at the southeast and southwest entries. Replanting should be executed with irrigation 
efforts, so new plant arrangements thrive. Since the recommendations require precision 
in the size of plantings (around entries in particular) pruning and maintenance are 
required to continue the effect intended by the Olmsted Plan. If implemented as intended, 
adjustments to planting should render entries and circulation paths much clearer, 
therefore discouraging trampling of planted areas and recreating the intended experience 
of hide and reveal and compress and expand that is part of this park plan. Volunteer 
Park is unique and prominent to many community and SPR staff and veteran knowledge 
should be listened for and integrated where appropriate. 

FIGURE C.3 2018 PHOTOGRAPH - VOLUNTEER PARK, LOOKING SOUTH BY MIDBLOCK ENTRANCE 
ON FEDERAL AVE E 
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