
The Seattle Design Commission advises the 

Mayor, City Council, and City departments on 

the design of capital improvement and other 

projects that shape the city’s public realm. 

Accomplishments

1.	 Issued 2009 Design Excellence Awards for 5 projects.

2.	 Wrote and issued recommendations to City and State officials in 
regards to the SR-520 project.

3.	 Reviewed, approved and issued recommendations to Council in 
support of the Seattle Stormwater Code. 

4.	 Active membership and participation in the Central Waterfront 
Partnership Committee. 

5.	 Participated in the Yesler Terrace Redevelopment Workshop. 

6.	 Hosted the Mapes Creek community workshop.

7.	 Continued involvement in the Viaduct Replacement Project 
including full commission reviews and subcommittee workshops. 

2009 Annual Report
Seattle Design Commissioners
Mary Johnston, Chair Architect
Brendan Connolly, Vice Chair Architect 
Andrew Barash Licensed Engineer
Julie Bassuk Urban Planner 
Graham Black At Large Representative 
John Hoffman* Urban Designer
Lauren Hauck Get Engaged Program
Laurel Kunkler Licensed Engineer
Julie Parrett Landscape Architect
Nathan Polanski* Get Engaged Program
Dennis Ryan* Urban Designer
Norie Sato Fine Artist
Don Vehige Urban Designer
*Terms expired in 2009

Denny Corridor Great Streets Initiative Plan Update 
Department of Planning and Development
1 review

Pedestrian Master Plan Update
Seattle Department of Transportation

2 reviews | $60,000,000

Theater Commons 
Seattle Center

1 review | $2,900,000

Fire Station 21 Greenwood
Department of Fleets and Facilities

2 reviews  | $7,098,000

Staff
Guillermo Romano  
Executive Director

Valerie Kinast Coordinator
Tom Iurino Senior Staff 

Joan James Staff
Liz Martini Graphic Design

West Thomas Street Pedestrian Overpass
Seattle Department of Transportation

2 reviews | $6,245,000

Center for Wooden Boats 
1 review | $6,000,000

Rapid Ride 
King County Metro

1 review | $180,000,000

Commission

Ballard Roadside Rain Gardens Plan
Seattle Public Utilities

1 review  | $790,000

Fun Forest
Seattle Center

1 review | $13,000,000

Fire Station 9 Fremont
Department of Fleets and Facilities

1 review  | $7,958,000

Linden Ave. Complete Streets
Seattle Department of Transportation

1 review | $2,874,000

Pike Place Market Improvements Plan
Pike Place Market Development Authority

1 review | $73,000,000

Alaskan Way Viaduct South End
Washington Department of Transportation

1 review | $1,020,000,000

Cultural Overlay District
Department of Arts and Cultural Affairs
1 review

Universal Design & Public Open Spaces 
1 review

Green Stormwater Management
Seattle Public Utilities
1 review

Bus Bulb Design Guidelines
Seattle Department of Transportation

1 review

South Lake Union Urban Design Framework
Department of Planning and Development 
Office of Policy & Management
1 review

Neighborhood Planning Streetscape  
Improvement Program 

Seattle Department of Transportation
1 review

Center City Public Realm & Public Spaces, Public Life
Seattle Department of Transportation

1 review

Electronic Parking Guidance Program
Seattle Department of Transportation

1 review

Project Review	  75
        Capital Improvement Projects	  38

	 Right-of-Way Projects	  16
    	 Major Projects	  8
 Plans, Programs and Policies	  13

Workload 	
 Commissioner Hours	 1517
Commission Project Reviews	 1160
Interagency Project Reviews	 357
    Advisory Meetings          287
    Consultant Selections       70

 Staff Hours	 3628

Estimated Cost  
of   Projects Reviewed       $6,220,734,000

SR 519 Phase II Grade Separation
Seattle Department of Transportation

3 reviews | $74,400,000

Delridge Skate Park
Department of Parks and Recreation

1 review | $750,000

South Park Pump Station 
Seattle Public Utilities

1 review | $19,500,000

West Seattle Reservoir Covering
Design Commissioners visited in May 2009

1 tour| $35,061,000

Northgate Urban Center Park 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
2 reviews | $3,700,000

Sand Point Magnuson Park Plan
Department of Parks and Recreation
1 review |  $80,000,000

Lake Union Park Master Plan
Department of Parks and Recreation
1 review |  $30,000,000

Swale on Yale
Seattle Public Utilities
1 review |  $8,000,000

Madison Valley Stormwater Improvements Phase II
Seattle Public Utilities
3 reviews |  >$33,000,000

Westlake Transportation Hub Strategy
Seattle Department of Transportation
2 reviews | $850,000

Madison Valley Stormwater Improvements Phase I
Seattle Public Utilities
1 review |  >$33,000,000

Fire Station 6 Central District
Fleets and Facilities Department
2 reviews |  $10,385,000

Maynard and Lane Green Streets
Department of Planning and Development
1 review | TBD

Maynard Ave. Kiosk
Department of Neighborhoods
1 review | TBD

Mountains to Sound Trail
Seattle Department of Transportation
1 review |  $9,000,000

Seward Park Play Area
Department of Parks and Recreation
1 review |  $450,000

Shared Street 45th Ave. S.
Department of Parks and Recreation
2 reviews |  $315,000

Rainier Beach Community Center
Department of Parks and Recreation
2 reviews |  $24,647,000

Rose St. Wolcott Ave. S. Street Vacation
1 review 

Soundway Street & Alley Vacation
1 review 

Conner Homes, West Seattle Junction 
Alley Vacation

2 reviews 

Admiral Way Safeway Alley Vacation
2 reviews 

Seattle Trade Center Skybridge  
over Elliott

3 reviews

100 Republican Street  
Vacation

2 reviews 

Terry Ave. N. & Westlake Ave. N. 
 Street Vacations

1 review

UW West Campus Street Vacation
1 review 

Childrens Hospital Laurelon Street Vacation
3 reviews 

Childrens Hospital Design Guidelines
2 reviews

Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement 
 Washington Department of Transportation

4 reviews | up to $4,240,000,000

UW Light Rail Station
Sound Transit
1 review | $100,000,000

Streetcar Network 
Seattle Department of Transportation
1 review | TBD

Yesler Terrace Redevelopment 
Seattle Housing Authority
2 reviews | $294,000,000


