
 Current  Proposed
SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

1. "Administrative Code" means the Administrative 
Code of the City, Ordinance 102228,1 as amended. 

"Administrative Code" means the Administrative Code 
of the City, Ordinance 102228,1  Chapter 3.02 as 
amended. 
 

SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

2. "Administrator" means the Executive Director of the 
Ethics and Elections Commission of the City. 

"AdministratorExecutive Director" means the Executive 
Director of the Ethics and Elections Commission of the 
City. 
 

SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

18. "Fair Campaign Practices Commission (FCPC)" 
means the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission 
established by Section 3.70.010. 
 

18. "Fair Campaign Practices Commission (FCPC)" 
means the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission 
established by Section 3.70.010.

SMC 2.04.060 
Executive 
Director -- 
Duties. 
 

The Executive Director of the Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission shall be responsible for the 
management of said office, may in the exercise of such 
duties consult with the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission and in that connection is authorized to: … 

The Executive Director of the Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission shall be responsible for the 
management of said office, may in the exercise of such 
duties consult with the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission and in that connection is authorized to:… 

SMC 2.04.060 
Executive 
Director -- 
Duties. 
 

I. Determine upon written complaint or upon his or her 
own initiative, in accordance with Section 2.04.070, 
that a violation of this chapter has occurred, and report 
such apparent violation to either the Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission or the PDC; provided that the 
Executive Director shall have the authority to resolve 
with the person who has apparently violated this 
chapter, what the Executive Director determines to be 
inadvertent, de minimus violations without referring the 
matter to the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission or the PDC for a hearing; provided further 
that the Executive Director shall report violations to the 
PDC only in the event the Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission is unable to hear the matter; 

I. Determine upon written complaint or upon his or her 
own initiative, in accordance with Section 2.04.070, 
that a violation of this chapter has occurred, and report 
such apparent violation to either the Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission or the PDC; provided that the 
Executive Director shall have the authority to resolve 
with the person who has apparently violated this 
chapter, what the Executive Director determines to be 
inadvertent, de minimuis violations without referring 
the matter to the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission or the PDC for a hearing; provided further 
that the Executive Director shall report violations to the 
PDC only in the event the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission is unable to hear the matter; 
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SMC 2.04.075 
Procedure -- 
Charges and 
hearing. 
 
 

A. The Executive Director shall initiate an enforcement 
proceeding if, after investigation, he or she has reason 
to believe that a material violation of Chapter 2.04 has 
occurred. An enforcement action is initiated by 
delivering a charging document to the person charged 
and the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission 
("Commission") and scheduling a hearing on the 
charges. 
 

A. The Executive Director shall initiate an enforcement 
proceeding if, after investigation, he or she has reason 
to believe that a material violation of Chapter 2.04 has 
occurred. An enforcement action is initiated by 
delivering a charging document to the person charged 
and the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission 
("Commission") Commission and scheduling a hearing 
on the charges. 

SMC 2.04.090 
Ethics and 
Elections 
Commission -- 
Powers and 
duties. 

The Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission shall 
have the following duties and powers: 
 

The Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission shall have 
the following duties and powers: 
 

SMC 2.04.090 
Ethics and 
Elections 
Commission -- 
Powers and 
duties. 

A. The Commission shall hear and make written 
determination of complaints alleging violation of this 
chapter. All hearings shall be conducted as hearings of 
a "contested case" under the Administrative Code, 
Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 3.02 insofar as the 
times and procedures of Chapter 3.02 are practical 
within the constraints of Section 2.04.075…,  

A. The Commission shall hear and make written 
determination of complaints alleging violation of this 
chapter. All hearings shall be conducted as hearings of 
a "contested case" under the Administrative Code, 
Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 3.02 insofar as the 
times and procedures of Chapter 3.02 the 
Administrative Code… 
 
 

SMC 2.04.156 
Electronic filing 
-- Certification. 
 

All reports required by this chapter that are filed 
electronically shall be certified as true and correct by 
the treasurer and candidate in accordance with 
procedures specified in rules adopted by the Ethics and 
Elections Commission. A report not so certified shall 
be deemed not to have been filed. 

All reports required by this chapter that are filed 
electronically shall be certified as true and correct by 
the treasurer and candidate in accordance with 
procedures specified in rules adopted by the Ethics and 
Elections Commission. A report not so certified shall 
be deemed not to have been filed. 
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SMC 2.04.160 
Political 
committees to 
file statement of 
organization. 

B. The statement of organization shall include but not 
be limited to: 

10. Such other information as the Administrator, 
in keeping with the policies and purposes of this 
chapter, requires by rule adopted pursuant to the 
Administrative Code. 

 

B. The statement of organization shall include but not 
be limited to: 

10. Such other information as the Administrator 
Executive Director, in keeping with the policies 
and purposes of this chapter, requires by rule 
adopted pursuant to the Administrative Code.

 
SMC 2.04.220  
Low-cost 
fundraising 
activities -- 
Reports. 

A.2. Any such fundraising activity conforms with such 
other standards as the Commission may adopt as rules 
under the Administrative Code (Chapter 3.02) to 
prevent frustration of the purposes of this chapter. 

2. Any such fundraising activity conforms with such 
other standards as the Commission may adopt as rules 
under the Administrative Code (Chapter 3.02) to 
prevent frustration of the purposes of this chapter. 
 
 

SMC 2.04.230  
Continuing 
political 
committee -- 
Reports. 
 

B. A continuing political committee shall file with the 
City Clerk a report on the tenth day of the month …The 
report shall be on a form supplied by the 
Administrator and shall include the following 
information: 

 

…The report shall be on a form supplied by the 
Administrator Executive Director and shall include the 
following information: 

 

SMC 2.04.230  
Continuing 
political 
committee -- 
Reports. 
 

B.3. Such other information as the Administrator shall 
prescribe by rule adopted pursuant to the 
Administrative Code. 

B. 3. Such other information as the Administrator 
Executive Director shall prescribe by rule adopted 
pursuant to the Administrative Code. 

SMC 2.04.230  
Continuing 
political 
committee -- 
Reports. 

…or, if there is no campaign headquarters, at the 
address of the campaign treasurer or other such place as 
may be authorized by the Administrator. 
 

…or, if there is no campaign headquarters, at the 
address of the campaign treasurer or other such place as 
may be authorized by the Administrator Executive 
Director. 
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SMC 2.04.250  
Treasurer's 
reports -- 
Procedures. 

…at the address of the campaign treasurer or other such 
place as may be authorized by the Administrator…. 

…at the address of the campaign treasurer or other such 
place as may be authorized by the Administrator 
Executive Director…. 

SMC 2.04.265  
Special reports 
of late 
contributions  

SMC 2.04.265  Special reports of late contributions 
totaling over One Thousand Dollars -- Certain late 
contributions prohibited. 
 

SMC 2.04.265  Special reports of late contributions 
totaling over One Thousand Dollars or more-- Certain 
late contributions prohibited. 
 

SMC 2.04.265  
Special reports 
of late 
contributions 

C. A person with the expectation of making an 
independent expenditure or expenditures by 
disseminating an advertising message or messages that 
the person reasonably expects to be received, read, 
viewed or heard by one thousand (1,000) or more 
individuals in a single calendar year shall, within two 
(2) business days after the initial dissemination of the 
advertisement, deliver a copy of each such 
advertisement to the offices of the Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission,… 

C. A person with the expectation of making an 
independent expenditure or expenditures by 
disseminating an advertising message or messages that 
the person reasonably expects to be received, read, 
viewed or heard by one thousand (1,000) or more 
individuals in a single calendar year shall, within two 
(2) business days after the initial dissemination of the 
advertisement, deliver a copy of each such 
advertisement to the offices of the Seattle Ethics and 
Elections Commission,… 

SMC 2.04.280  
Commercial 
advertisers' duty 
to report. 
 

B. Each commercial advertiser that must comply with 
subsection A of this section shall deliver to the 
Administrator, upon his request, copies of such 
information as must be maintained open for public 
inspection pursuant to subsection A of this section. 

B. Each commercial advertiser that must comply with 
subsection A of this section shall deliver to the 
Administrator Executive Director, upon his or her 
request, copies of such information as must be 
maintained open for public inspection pursuant to 
subsection A of this section. 

SMC 2.04.290  
Identification of 
contributions 
and 
communications. 
 

B.2. In addition to the materials required by subsection 
B1 of this section, all political advertising undertaken 
as an independent expenditure by a person or entity, 
other than a bona fide political party as defined in 
RCW 42.17.020(5), … If the advertisement undertaken 
as an independent expenditure is undertaken by a 
nonindividual, other than a bona fide political party as 
defined in RCW 42.17.020(5),…  

B.2. In addition to the materials required by subsection 
B1 of this section, all political advertising undertaken as 
an independent expenditure by a person or entity, other 
than a bona fide political party as defined in RCW 
42.17.020(56), … If the advertisement undertaken as an 
independent expenditure is undertaken by a 
nonindividual, other than a bona fide political party as 
defined in RCW 42.17.020(56), 
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SMC 2.04.320  
Exemption from 
disclosure 
requirements. 

A. An exemption from the disclosure requirements of 
this chapter shall be granted by the FCPC to a political 
association or political committee if such political 
association or political committee has applied in 
writing to the FCPC … 
 

A. An exemption from the disclosure requirements of 
this chapter shall be granted by the FCPC Commission 
to a political association or political committee if such 
political association or political committee has applied 
in writing to the FCPC Commission … 

SMC 2.04.320  
Exemption from 
disclosure 
requirements. 

B. The decision to grant or deny an exemption from 
disclosure, with the reason or reasons therefor, shall be 
set out in writing with a copy given to the political 
association or committee and a copy kept on file in the 
Office of Election Administrator for public 
inspection. 

B. The decision to grant or deny an exemption from 
disclosure, with the reason or reasons therefor, shall be 
set out in writing with a copy given to the political 
association or committee and a copy kept on file in the 
Office of Election Administrator Commission’s 
offices for public inspection. 

 
SMC 2.04.370  
Mandatory 
limitations on 
contributions. 

D.1. a. The limitations imposed by this section shall not 
apply to a candidate's contributions of his or her own 
resources to his or her own campaign, or contributions 
to the candidate's campaign by the candidate or the 
candidate's spouse of assets of their marital community; 
 

D.1. a. The limitations imposed by this section shall not 
apply to a candidate's contributions of his or her own 
resources to his or her own campaign, or contributions 
to the candidate's campaign by the candidate or the 
candidate's spouse or domestic partner of their 
community assets of their marital community; 

SMC 2.04.370  
Mandatory 
limitations on 
contributions. 

D.1.b. The limitations imposed by this section apply to 
contributions of the candidate's spouse's separate 
property; 

D.1.b. The limitations imposed by this section apply to 
contributions of the candidate's spouse's or domestic 
partner’s separate property; 
 

SMC 2.04.375  
Reporting and 
disposition of 
campaign funds 
after election. 

3. …on or before the thirtieth day of April…By the 
tenth day of May in the year after the election fore 
which 

3. …on or before the thirtieth day of April 30th… By 
the tenth day of May 10 in the year after the election 
fore for which 

SMC 2.04.480  
Public office 
fund -- 

G. Any funds which remain in a public office fund after 
all permissible public office related expenses have been 
paid may only be disposed of in one (1) or more of the 

G. Any funds which remain in a public office fund after 
all permissible public office related expenses have been 
paid may only be disposed of in one (1) or more of the 
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following ways:   
… 
3. Transferred to the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission for deposit into the City general fund.   

following ways:   
… 
3. Transferred to the Seattle Ethics and Elections 
Commission for deposit into the City general fund.   

SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

21. "Independent expenditure" means expenditure on 
behalf of, or opposing the election of, any candidate, 
or any City ballot proposition, when such expenditure 
is made independently of the candidate, his/her political 
committee, or agent, or of any ballot proposition 
committee or its officers or agents, and when such 
expenditure is made without the prior consent, or the 
collusion, or the cooperation, of the candidate or his/her 
agent or political committee, or the ballot proposition 
committee or its officers or agents, and when such 
expenditure is not a contribution as defined in SMC 
Section 2.04.010(13). 

21. "Independent expenditure" means expenditure on 
behalf of, or opposing the election of, any candidate, or 
any City ballot proposition, any election campaign 
when such expenditure is made independently of the 
candidate, his/her political committee, or agent, or of 
any ballot proposition committee or its officers or 
agents, and when such expenditure is made without the 
prior consent, or the collusion, or the cooperation, of 
the candidate or his/her agent or political committee, or 
the ballot proposition committee or its officers or 
agents, and when such expenditure is not a contribution 
as defined in SMC Section 2.04.010(13). 
 

SMC 2.04.155 
Electronic filing 
required -- 
Exemption. 
 

A. Each candidate or ballot proposition political 
committee that expects to receive or receives Twenty-
five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) or more in aggregate 
contributions during the applicable period must file all 
reports required by this chapter with the City Clerk by 
electronic transmission of the required information. 

A. Each candidate or ballot proposition political 
committee that expects to receive or receives Twenty-
five Ten Thousand Dollars ($25,000) ($10,000) or 
more in aggregate contributions during the applicable 
period must file all reports required by this chapter with 
the City Clerk by electronic transmission of the 
required information. 
 

SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

6. "Campaign treasurer" and "deputy campaign 
treasurer" mean the individuals appointed by a 
candidate or political committee, pursuant to Section 
2.04.170 to perform the duties specified in this chapter. 

.250C (twice), F., .265A refer to Treasurer and Deputy 
Treasurer. 
 
.170 uses the word “campaign.” 

SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

11. "Commercial advertiser" means any person who 
sells the service of communicating messages or 
producing printed material for broadcast or distribution 

11. "Commercial advertiser" means any person who 
sells the service of communicating messages or 
producing printed material for broadcast or distribution 
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to the general public or segments of the general public, 
whether through the use of newspapers, magazines, 
television or radio stations, billboard companies, direct 
mail advertising companies, printing companies, or 
otherwise. 
 

to the general public or segments of the general public, 
whether through the use of newspapers, magazines, 
television or radio stations, billboard companies, direct 
mail advertising companies, printing companies, or 
otherwise. political advertising. 
 

SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

19. "Final report" means the report described as a final 
report in Section 2.04.250. 
 

19. "Final report" means the report described as a final 
report in Section 2.04.250375.

SMC 2.04.010 
Definitions. 

21. "Independent expenditure" means expenditure on 
behalf of, or opposing the election of, any candidate, or 
any City ballot proposition, when such expenditure 
 

21. "Independent expenditure" means an expenditure 
on behalf of, or opposing the election of, any candidate, 
or any City ballot proposition, when such expenditure 
 

SMC 2.04.060 
Executive 
Director -- 
Duties. 
 

H. By December 22nd of each odd-numbered year, 
prepare and publish a report setting forth, as to each 
committee promoting or opposing a candidate or ballot 
issue on the ballot that year, the amounts and sources of 
all contributions and the amounts and purposes of all 
expenditures received by or made by those committees; 
and prepare and publish such other reports as in his or 
her judgment will tend to promote the purposes of this 
chapter; 
 

H. By December 22nd January 15th of each odd even-
numbered year, prepare and publish a report setting 
forth, as to each committee promoting or opposing a 
candidate or ballot issue on the ballot that year, the 
amounts and sources of all contributions and the 
amounts and purposes of all expenditures received by 
or made by those committees; and prepare and publish 
such other reports as in his or her judgment will tend to 
promote the purposes of this chapter; 
 

SMC 2.04.075 
Procedure -- 
Charges and 
hearing. 
 
 

C. The Executive Director shall cause notice of a 
hearing to be served on the person charged and on the 
public as follows:… 

3.  Notice may be served on the public by sending 
it to each daily local newspaper of general 
circulation through the U.S. mail, first class 
postage pre-paid, or by personal delivery, or by 
facsimile, and by posting it on the bulletin 
board in the main lobby of the building in 

C. The Executive Director shall cause notice of a 
hearing to be served on the person charged and on the 
public as follows:… 

3.  Notice may be served on the public by sending 
it to each daily local newspaper of general 
circulation through the U.S. mail, first class 
postage pre-paid, or by personal delivery, or by 
facsimile, or by e-mail, and by posting it on the 
bulletin board in the main lobby of the building 
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 Current Proposed 
which the City Council chambers are located 
and on the bulletin board in the Commission 
office. 

 

in which the City Council chambers are located 
and on the bulletin board in the Commission 
office. 

 
SMC 2.04.215  
Interim 
investment of 
campaign funds; 
earnings. 
 

A campaign treasurer or political committee treasurer 
may invest funds deposited in the campaign account in 
an account or indebtedness of a financial institution up 
to the amount of federal deposit insurance; United 
States bonds or certificates of indebtedness or those of 
a federal agency; and/or bonds or warrants of the state 
or any municipal corporation of the state. … 

A campaign treasurer or political committee treasurer 
may invest funds deposited in the campaign account in 
an account or indebtedness of a financial institution up 
to the amount of federal deposit insurance; United 
States bonds or certificates of indebtedness or those of a 
federal agency; and/or bonds or warrants of the state or 
any municipal corporation of the state. … 
  

SMC 2.04.230  
Continuing 
political 
committee -- 
Reports. 
 

D. The campaign treasurer shall maintain books of 
account accurately reflecting all contributions and 
expenditures on a current basis within five (5) business 
days of receipt or expenditure. During the eight (8) 
days immediately preceding the date of any election, 
for which the committee has received any contributions 
or made any expenditures, the books of account shall 
be kept current within one (1) business day and shall be 
open for public inspection for at least two (2) 
consecutive hours Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays, between eight (8:00) a.m. and eight 
(8:00) p.m., as specified in the committee's statement of 
organization filed pursuant to Section  2.04.160, as now 
or hereafter amended, at the principal campaign 
headquarters … 

Bring this section into conformity with SEEC practice. 
D. The campaign treasurer shall maintain books of 
account accurately reflecting all contributions and 
expenditures on a current basis within five (5) business 
days of receipt or expenditure. During the eight (8) days 
immediately preceding the date of any election, for 
which the committee has received any contributions or 
made any expenditures, the books of account shall be 
kept current within one (1) business day. and On the 
eighth day preceding any election, the books of 
account shall be open for public inspection for at least 
two (2) consecutive hours between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
For the seven days immediately preceding the date 
of any election, Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays, the books of account shall be available 
by appointment between eight (8:00) a.m. and eight 
(8:00) p.m., as specified in the committee's statement of 
organization filed pursuant to Section  2.04.160, as now 
or hereafter amended, at the principal campaign 
headquarters … 
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 Current Proposed 
SMC 2.04.250  
Treasurer's 
reports -- 
Procedures. 

B.4.a. The report to be filed twenty-one (21) days 
before the election shall report all contributions 
received and expenditures made from the closing date 
of the last report filed through the end of the fifth (5th) 
business day before the date of the report.  

B.4.a. The report to be filed twenty-one (21) days 
before the election shall report all contributions 
received and expenditures made from the closing date 
of the last report filed through the end of the fifth (5th)  
business day before the date of the report.  
 

SMC 2.04.250  
Treasurer's 
reports -- 
Procedures. 

D. Each report filed pursuant to this section 2.04.250 
shall contain … and (4) the occupation and the 
employer's name, city and state of each individual 
whose aggregate contributions during the applicable 
period equal more than One Hundred Dollars ($100). 
Contributions from any person that total Twenty-Five 
Dollars ($25) or less in the applicable period may be 
reported by a candidate, candidate committee, ballot 
proposition committee or continuing political 
committee as a lump sum without identifying the 
contributor(s) by name. …Each record shall be certified 
as correct by the campaign treasurer or a deputy 
campaign treasurer making the deposit. 
 

D. Each report filed pursuant to this section 2.04.250 
shall contain … and (4) the occupation and the 
employer's name, city and state of each individual 
whose aggregate contributions during the applicable 
period equal more than One Hundred Dollars ($100). 
Contributions from any person that total Twenty-Five 
Dollars ($25) or less in the applicable period may be 
reported by a candidate, candidate committee, ballot 
proposition committee or continuing political 
committee as a lump sum without identifying the 
contributor(s) by name. …Each record shall be certified 
as correct by the campaign treasurer or a deputy 
campaign treasurer making the deposit. 
 

SMC 2.04.250  
Treasurer's 
reports -- 
Procedures. 

E. …During the eight (8) days immediately preceding 
the date of any election for which the political 
committee has received any contributions or made any 
expenditures, the books of account shall be kept current 
within one (1) business day and shall be open for public 
inspection for at least two (2) consecutive hours 
Monday through Friday, excluding legal holidays 
between eight (8) a.m. and eight (8) p.m., as specified 
in the committee's statement of organization filed 
pursuant to Section  2.04.160 at the principal campaign 
headquarters or, if there is no campaign headquarters, 
at the address of the campaign treasurer or such other 

E. …During the eight (8) days immediately preceding 
the date of any election for which the political 
committee has received any contributions or made any 
expenditures, the books of account shall be kept current 
within one (1) business day. and On the eighth day 
preceding any election, the books of account shall be 
open for public inspection for at least two (2) 
consecutive hours between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. For the 
seven days immediately preceding the date of any 
election, Monday through Friday, excluding legal 
holidays, the books of account shall be available by 
appointment between eight (8:00) a.m. and eight 
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 Current Proposed 
place as may be authorized by the Administrator…. (8:00) p.m., as specified in the committee's statement of 

organization filed pursuant to Section  2.04.160 at the 
principal campaign headquarters or, if there is no 
campaign headquarters, at the address of the campaign 
treasurer or such other place as may be authorized by 
the Administrator Executive Director…. 
 

SMC 2.04.250  
Treasurer's 
reports -- 
Procedures. 

G. Copies of all reports filed pursuant to this section 
shall be readily available for public inspection for at 
least two (2) consecutive hours Monday through 
Friday, excluding legal holidays, between eight (8) a.m. 
and eight (8) p.m., as specified in the committee's 
statement of organization filed pursuant to Section  
2.04.160, at the principal campaign headquarters or, if 
there is no campaign headquarters, at the address of the 
campaign treasurer or other such place as may be 
authorized by the Administrator.  

G. Copies of all reports filed pursuant to this section 
shall be readily available for public inspection, for at 
least two (2) consecutive hours on the eighth day 
before the election, Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays, between eight (8) a.m. and eight (8) 
p.m., as specified in the committee's statement of 
organization filed pursuant to Section  2.04.160, at the 
principal campaign headquarters or, if there is no 
campaign headquarters, at the address of the campaign 
treasurer or other such place as may be authorized by 
the Administrator Executive Director. During the 
seven days before the election, excluding weekends 
and holidays, the reports shall be available for 
public inspection for at least two consecutive hours 
by appointment. 
 

SMC 2.04.260  
Treasurer's 
reports -- 
Contents. 
 

A Each report required under Section  2.04.250 shall 
disclose: 
1. The funds on hand at the beginning of the reporting 
period;   
2. The name and address of each person who has made 
one (1) or more contributions during the reporting 
period, together with:   
a. The money value and date of each contribution,  b. 
The aggregate value of all contributions received from 

A…1. The funds on hand at the beginning of the 
reporting period;   
2. The name and address of each person who has made 
one (1) or more contributions during the reporting 
period, together with:   
a. The money value and date of each contribution,   
b. The aggregate value of all contributions received 
from each such person during the applicable period,   
c. The occupation and the employer's name, city and 
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each such person,   
c. The occupation and the employer's name, city and 
state of each individual whose contributions in the 
aggregate during the applicable period exceed One 
Hundred Dollars ($100).  
 

state of each individual whose contributions in the 
aggregate during the applicable period exceed One 
Hundred Dollars ($100).  
 
 

SMC 2.04.260  
Treasurer's 
reports -- 
Contents. 

11. Funds received from a political committee not 
domiciled in the state and not otherwise required to 
report under this chapter (a "nonreporting committee"). 
Such funds shall be forfeited to the state unless the 
nonreporting committee has filed or within ten (10) 
days following such receipt shall file with the City 
Clerk a statement disclosing:   
a. The name and address of the nonreporting 
committee,   
b. The purposes of the nonreporting committee,   
c. The names, addresses, and titles of its officers or, if it 
has no officers, the names, addresses, and titles of its 
responsible leaders,   
d. A statement whether the nonreporting committee is a 
continuing one,   
e. The name and office sought of each candidate in the 
City in support of whom the nonreporting committee 
made an expenditure,   
f. The City ballot proposition concerning which the 
nonreporting committee made an expenditure, and 
whether such committee is in favor of or opposed to 
such proposition,   
g. The name and address of each person residing in the 
state or corporation which has a place of business in the 
state that has made one (1) or more contributions in the 
aggregate of more than Twenty-Five Dollars ($25) to 

RCW 42.17.093 Out-of-state political committees — 
Reports. 
(1) An out-of-state political committee organized for 
the purpose of supporting or opposing candidates or 
ballot propositions in another state that is not otherwise 
required to report under RCW 42.17.040 through 
42.17.090 shall report as required in this section when it 
makes an expenditure supporting or opposing a 
Washington state candidate or political committee. The 
committee shall file with the commission a statement 
disclosing: 
 
     (a) Its name and address; 
     (b) The purposes of the out-of-state committee; 
     (c) The names, addresses, and titles of its officers or, 
if it has no officers, the names, addresses, and the titles 
of its responsible leaders; 
     (d) The name, office sought, and party affiliation of 
each candidate in the state of Washington whom the 
out-of-state committee is supporting or opposing and, if 
such committee is supporting or opposing the entire 
ticket of any party, the name of the party; 
     (e) The ballot proposition supported or opposed in 
the state of Washington, if any, and whether such 
committee is in favor of or opposed to such proposition;
     (f) The name and address of each person residing in 
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the nonreporting committee during the current calendar 
year, together with the money value and date of such 
contributions, 
h. The name and address of each person in the state to 
whom an expenditure was made by the nonreporting 
committee on behalf of a candidate or political 
committee, the amount, date and purpose of such 
expenditure, and the total sum of such expenditures; 
and  

the state of Washington or corporation which has a 
place of business in the state of Washington who has 
made one or more contributions in the aggregate of 
more than twenty-five dollars to the out-of-state 
committee during the current calendar year, together 
with the money value and date of such contributions; 
     (g) The name, address, and employer of each person 
or corporation residing outside the state of Washington 
who has made one or more contributions in the 
aggregate of more than two thousand five hundred 
dollars to the out-of-state committee during the current 
calendar year, together with the money value and date 
of such contributions. Annually, the commission must 
modify the two thousand five hundred dollar limit in 
this subsection based on percentage change in the 
implicit price deflator for personal consumption 
expenditures for the United States as published for the 
most recent twelve-month period by the bureau of 
economic analysis of the federal department of 
commerce; 
     (h) The name and address of each person in the state 
of Washington to whom an expenditure was made by 
the out-of-state committee with respect to a candidate 
or political committee in the aggregate amount of more 
than fifty dollars, the amount, date, and purpose of such 
expenditure, and the total sum of such expenditures; 
and 
     (i) Such other information as the commission may 
prescribe by rule in keeping with the policies and 
purposes of this chapter. 
 
     (2) Each statement shall be filed no later than the 
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tenth day of the month following any month in which a 
contribution or other expenditure reportable under 
subsection (1) of this section is made. An out-of-state 
committee incurring an obligation to file additional 
statements in a calendar year may satisfy the obligation 
by timely filing reports that supplement previously filed 
information.  
[2006 c 348 § 6; 2003 c 123 § 2.] 

SMC 2.04.275  
Certification of 
independent 
expenditures  

A. Each person and each officer of the committee or 
entity who made an independent expenditure each shall 
file…The affidavit or declaration shall state that the 
maker has made reasonable inquiry and determined that 
as to each of the following, the expenditure was made 
without consultation, collusion, or cooperation with (1) 
any candidate, candidate political committee, or ballot 
proposition committee that a reasonable person making 
the independent expenditure would expect to benefit 
from the expenditure; (2) the officers of such 
candidate's or proposition's political committee; or (3) 
such candidate's or committee's agents. 

 

A. Each person and each officer of the committee or 
entity who made an independent expenditure each shall 
file… The affidavit or declaration shall state that the 
maker has made reasonable inquiry and determined that 
as to each of the following, the expenditure was made 
without consultation, collusion, or cooperation with (1) 
any candidate, candidate  or political committee, or 
ballot proposition committee that a reasonable person 
making the independent expenditure would expect to 
benefit from the expenditure; (2) the officers of such 
candidate's or proposition's political committee; or 
(3) such candidate's or committee's agents. 
 
 

SMC 2.04.290  
Identification of 
contributions 
and 
communications. 
 

B. 1. All audio and video broadcast political 
advertising, whether relating to candidates or ballot 
propositions, shall include the sponsor's name. All 
other political advertising, whether relating to 
candidates or ballot propositions, shall include the 
sponsor's name and address. Political advertising paid 
for by someone other than an agent of the committee 
that benefits from the advertising, i.e., in-kind 
contributions, must state "paid for by..." followed by 
the name and address of the person who paid for the 

B. 1. All audio and video broadcast political 
advertising, whether relating to candidates or ballot 
propositions, must state “paid for by” or “sponsored 
by” followed by shall include the sponsor's name. All 
other political advertising, whether relating to 
candidates or ballot propositions, must state “paid for 
by” or “sponsored by” followed by shall include the 
sponsor's name and address. Political advertising paid 
for by someone other than an agent of the committee 
that benefits from the advertising, i.e., in-kind 
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advertising, and "sponsored by" followed by the name 
and address of the committee(s) that will benefit from 
the advertising. The use of an assumed name shall be 
unlawful.  

contributions, must state "paid for by..." followed by the 
name and address of the person who paid for the 
advertising, and "sponsored by" followed by the name 
and address of the committee(s) that will benefit from 
the advertising. The use of an assumed name shall be 
unlawful.  

SMC 2.04.375  
Reporting and 
disposition of 
campaign funds 
after election. 

A.1. Each candidate or supporting committee for a 
candidate for City office, including the offices of 
Mayor, City Attorney or member of the City Council, 
shall cease receipt of campaign contributions and 
dispose of the funds remaining in the campaign account 
in accordance with subsection B below, on or before 
the thirtieth day of April …  
 

A. 1. Each candidate or supporting committee for a 
candidate for City office, including the offices of 
Mayor, City Attorney or member of the City Council, 
shall cease receipt of campaign contributions and 
dispose of the funds in the campaign account in 
accordance with subsection B below, on or before the 
thirtieth day of April…  
 

SMC 2.04.375  
Reporting and 
disposition of 
campaign funds 
after election. 

B. The surplus funds, including each capital asset for 
which the campaign paid Two Hundred Dollars or 
more, or reported as an in-kind contribution with a 
value of Two Hundred Dollars ($200) or more, of a 
candidate, of a political committee supporting a 
candidate, of a political committee supporting or 
opposing a ballot proposition, and of a continuing 
political committee may be disposed of only in one (1) 
or more of the following ways:… 

B. The surplus funds, including each capital asset for 
which the campaign  candidate or political committee 
paid Two Hundred Dollars or more, or reported as an 
in-kind contribution with a value of Two Hundred 
Dollars ($200) or more, of a candidate, of a political 
committee supporting a candidate, of a political 
committee supporting or opposing a ballot proposition, 
and of a continuing political committee may be 
disposed of only in one (1) or more of the following 
ways:… 

SMC 2.04.375  
Reporting and 
disposition of 
campaign funds 
after election. 

B.2. Transfer the surplus to the personal account of a 
candidate, or of a treasurer or other individual as 
reimbursement for lost earnings incurred as a result of 
the election campaign. Such lost earnings shall be 
verifiable as unpaid salary or, when the candidate, 
treasurer or individual is not salaried, as an amount not 
to exceed income received by the candidate, treasurer, 
or individual for services rendered during an 

B.2. Transfer the surplus to the personal account of a 
candidate, or of a treasurer or other individual as 
reimbursement for lost earnings incurred as a result of 
the election campaign pursuant to SMC 2.04.340 A. 
Such lost earnings shall be verifiable as unpaid salary 
or, when the candidate, treasurer or individual is not 
salaried, as an amount not to exceed income received 
by the candidate, treasurer, or individual for services 
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appropriate corresponding time period. All lost 
earnings incurred shall be documented, and a record 
thereof shall be maintained by the candidate, treasurer, 
or individual or by the political committee as the lost 
earnings accrue. The committee shall maintain such 
information as a part of the campaign records;  
 

rendered during an appropriate corresponding time 
period. All lost earnings incurred shall be documented, 
and a record thereof shall be maintained by the 
candidate, treasurer, or individual or by the political 
committee as the lost earnings accrue. The committee 
shall maintain such information as a part of the 
campaign records;  
 

SMC 2.04.375  
Reporting and 
disposition of 
campaign funds 
after election. 

B.6. Hold the cash surplus in the campaign depository 
or depositories designated in accordance with RCW 
42.17.050 and in the case of capital assets hold them in 
the custody of the candidate or officer of the campaign 
committee for possible use in a future election 
campaign… 

B.6. Hold the cash surplus in the campaign depository 
or depositories designated in accordance with RCW 
42.17.050 SMC 2.04.170 and in the case of capital 
assets hold them in the custody of the candidate or 
officer of the campaign political committee for possible 
use in a future election campaign…
 
 

SMC 2.04.480  
Public office 
fund --  

A. The Mayor, each City Council member, and the City 
Attorney, upon election to office, may each establish an 
individual account for the deposit of contributions 
solicited and received for the purpose of defraying non-
reimbursed public office related expenses. Such 
accounts shall be called public office funds. 

A. The Mayor, each City Council member, and the City 
AttorneyEach elected official, upon election to office, 
may each establish an individual account for the deposit 
of contributions solicited and received for the purpose 
of defraying non-reimbursed public office related 
expenses. Such accounts shall be called public office 
funds. 
 

SMC 2.04.500  
Civil remedies 
and sanctions 

B. Whether or not there is an administrative 
determination as provided in subsection A, the 
violation or failure to comply with the provisions of 
Sections  2.04.160 through  2.04.290 (regarding 
campaign reporting), Section  2.04.370 (regarding 
contribution limitations) or Section 2.04.310 of this 
chapter (regarding political signs)… 

B. Whether or not there is an administrative 
determination as provided in subsection A, the violation 
or failure to comply with the provisions of Sections  
2.04.160 through  2.04.290 (regarding campaign 
reporting), or Section  2.04.370 (regarding contribution 
limitations) or Section 2.04.310 of this chapter 
(regarding political signs)… 
. 
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SMC 2.04.060 
Executive 
Director -- 
Duties. 
 

A. Relieve, by published regulations of general 
applicability, candidates or political committees of 
obligations to comply with some or all of the reporting 
provisions of this chapter relating to disclosure of 
campaign finances, if they have not received 
contributions nor made expenditures of more than 
Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($3,500) 
plus, in the case of candidates, the amount of the 
candidate's filing fee provided by law, in connection 
with any election campaign; and 
 

A. Relieve, by published regulations of general 
applicability, candidates or political committees of 
obligations to comply with some or all of the reporting 
provisions of this chapter relating to disclosure of 
campaign finances, if they have not received 
contributions nor made expenditures of more than 
Three Five Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($35,5000) 
plus, in the case of candidates, the amount of the 
candidate's filing fee provided by law, in connection 
with any election campaign; and 
 
 

SMC 2.04.165  
Reports of 
personal 
financial affairs. 

B.1. 
b. Each bank or savings account or insurance policy in 
which any such person or persons owned a direct 
financial interest that exceeded Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000) at any time during the reporting period; each 
other item of intangible personal property in which any 
such person or persons owned a direct financial 
interest, the value of which exceeded Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500) during the reporting period; … 
c. The name and address of each creditor to whom the 
value of Five Hundred Dollars ($500)… 
f. The name and address of each governmental entity, 
corporation, … from whom compensation has been 
received in any form of a total value of Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500) or more;… 
g….(ii) the name of each governmental unit, 
corporation, …from which the entity has received 
compensation in any form in the amount of Two 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500) or 
more…provided, further, that with respect to any bank 

See WAC 390-24-301 at the end of this document for 
changes in dollar amounts on F-1. 
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or commercial lending institution in which is held any 
office, directorship, partnership interest, or ownership 
interest, it shall only be necessary to report …all 
interest paid to a depositor by the bank or commercial 
lending institution if the interest exceeds Six Hundred 
Dollars ($600); and… 
h. A list, including legal or other sufficient descriptions 
as prescribed by the Commission of all real property in 
The State of Washington, the assessed valuation of 
which exceeds Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 
($2,500)… 
i. A list,…of all real property in The State Of 
Washington, the assessed valuation of which exceeds 
Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500) in 
which a direct financial interest was divested… 
j. A list,…of all real property in The State of 
Washington, the assessed valuation of which exceeds 
Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500) in 
which a direct financial interest was held; 
k. A list …of all real property in The State of 
Washington, the assessed valuation of which exceeds 
Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000), in which a 
corporation…had a direct financial interest, in which 
corporation, … a ten (10) percent or greater ownership 
interest was held; and 
l. A list of each occasion…at which food and beverage 
in excess of Fifty Dollars ($50) was accepted from a 
source other than the City provided all or portion; and 
… 
2. Where an amount is required to be reported under 
subsections B1a through m of this section, it shall be 
sufficient to comply with the requirement to report 
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whether the amount is less than One Thousand 
Dollars ($1,000), at least One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000) but less than Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000), at least Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) but 
less than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), at least 
Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) but less than 
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000), or 
Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) or more. 
An amount of stock may be reported by number of 
shares instead of by market value. No provision of this 
subsection may be interpreted to prevent any person 
from filing more information or more detailed 
information than required.  

 
WAC 390-24-301 
Changes in dollar amounts of reporting thresholds and code values. 
 
  Pursuant to the commission's authority in RCW 42.17.370(11) to revise the monetary reporting thresholds and code values found in 
chapter 42.17 RCW to reflect changes in economic conditions, the following revisions are made: 
 

Statutory 
 
Section  

 
 
Subject 
Matter 

 

Amount 
Enacted 

 
or Last 
Revised 

Revision 
Effective 

 
January 1, 

2008 
.241(1)(b)    

   

    

Bank
Accounts 

 

$15,000 $20,000

.241(1)(b) Other
Intangibles 

 

$1,500 $2,000

.241(1)(c) Creditors $1,500 $2,000
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.241(1)(f)   

    

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 Compensation $1,500 $2,000
.241(1)(g)(ii) Compensation 

to Business 
Entity 

 
 

$7,500 

 
 

$10,000 
.241(1)(g) Bank Interest

Paid 
$1,800 $2,400

.241(1)(h) Real 
Property-- 
Acquired 

 

 
 

$7,500 

 
 

$10,000 
.241(1)(i)  Real

Property-- 
Divested 

 

 
 

$7,500 

 
 

$10,000 
.241(1)(j)  Real

Property-- 
Held 

 
 

$7,500 

 
 

$10,000 
.241(1)(k) Real 

Property-- 
Business 

 
 

$15,000 

 
 

$20,000 
.241(1)(l)  Food and

Beverages 
$50

.241(2)  Dollar Code
A 

 Up to 
$2,999 

Up to $3,999

 Dollar Code
B 

 $3,000 -- 
$14,999 

$4,000 -- 
$19,999 

 Dollar Code
C 

 $15,000 -- 
$29,999 

$20,000 -- 
$39,999 

 Dollar Code
D 

 $30,000 -- 
$74,999 

$40,000 -- 
$99,999 

  Dollar Code E $75,000 and 
up 

$100,000 
and up 
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