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[ 10 Hlﬂm @ITY COUNCIL OF TEE CITY OF SEATTLE, WASH.

3 - -'I'., ths rank and ﬂ%n delegation, have been untninnullr
elected by o *u%fn oyed workere assembled before the City
"'""'“"(l”’-h. 10, 1831, 8e @ delegation representing the interests
' of our fellow-workers ond ere voiolng their dezands. : e
In the city of Seattle, it 1s known that there are n— '
tween 45,000 to 50,000 uneuployed workers and their ::utnn ul
ther are suffering from oold and hunger. It is ramrtaﬂ lllﬂr in
the local press, about the numercue suicides and other scte, of
desperation smonzet the suffering zacees of thie city, due to
their territle plight as 2 result of unemployment. The maszes of
the city of Seattle are suffering ae & result of the breskdown
of the present capltalist systes of economy whieb has proven 1iself
unable to eerve the interests of mankind.

Not teing content with throwing the many millione of
workers out intc the strcete after having exploited them in the
induetries, &t 2 pitiance, the boeses are resorting to the moet
inhuman speed-up system, sapping every ounce of energy out of
the working oclass. Already there is & systematlc drive agsinst the
workere in thg'citr, te ecut thelr wazes down below the level
of exietence. The cost of living 1s eitill too high and many workers -
are unable to cbtain deeent food or living accomodations, Lecause
of the high rente. The slcp houses, soup lines and bread lines,
are feeding stuff that ‘thn eall food, which the rlch people would
not even think of feeding to their hoge or pet dogs,
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food that upeets the workers' stomache and besides this, the
workerse are cui;élieﬁ to suffer all sorte of abuese and huziliations
&t the hande of the sc-called "charity organizaticns”.

Tte uqffering of the masaes of the City of Seattle are
the common sufferings of over 10 millionm workers throughout the
U. B, for which the capitaliet government refuses to do anything.®
And, Herbert Hoover, in the face of these misera“le conditions, ‘
which, aececording to Senator Onraway of Arkensae, resulis in 2 dally
death toll of cver 1000 sterving workere and their families, has
stated "that while the people must be responsible to the govdrnment,
the géuernment cannot Le responeible to the people.” Thie is &
complete and open and eymfesl refutation and denial of the sc—
called &emocrntic preiensiionsx pretensions of the eepitalist
clags of America which were veiled in the sugar-ccated
phrases of the "great emancipator¥,Abraham Linocln, when he stated
that thle governaent wae for the people. This 1e an open admission
by the eapitalist politicans and spokesmen that thev lie when they
stete td the masses during the eslectlon campaigns "that they are
f r the people®” and that they are the®"people's choice" and that
they are representing the people "impartially™ has been proven
& 1le not only by the open adamigeion by Herbert Hoover wut also
by the fact thet the Red Crose Soeclety which ie an instrumanf of
the bankere and business men,together with Hoover and the present
governzent administmation, refuses to li:;:i: the hungry messes
in the farming areas. -
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While the ex-ssrvicement, who risked their lives on the
battle fronte for the intercetie of Wall Bireet, are denied the
cash bonue, mlllions of dollars are being given back by Andrew lellon
ag tax rebates to the large eurpﬁr&tiuﬁn. .

Already the U. 8. Pubdlic Health Commlssioner, Semzani
Cummings, has testified before & Senate Comuittee, tha£ in more than
17 farming stetes, as well as in the cities, there will be & trem-
endous death rate and disease rate, due to stiarvation, pal;agr&, tuk—
erculosis, typhold, ete; &ll resulting frem the terrible phight
thet the masses find themselvee to-day, many of whom Are compelled
to eat out of gerbage cang, while the mpas¥isiizt capitalist class
ie wallowing in luzury, holding forth et thelr benguetes and talls
and eynicelly laughing -in the face of the hunger corpess that
are stalking throughout the country.

To-day, B mace delegation of hundreds of workers, representing
the millions of unemployed mmsees of thie country, ere at Washington,
D. 0. for the purpoee of presenting the millions of slgnatures .
gollected by the unemploysd councile and gonferences; to be presented
to Congress demanding the immediate ensctment of the Bocial Ineurance

- Bill, spomscred by the Unempleyed Couneils and the Trade Uniom
Unity Yesgue, demanding unemployment insursnce, to be peld by
confiscating the billions of dollers of wer prepercstions for; the
unemployment insurence fund; for the taxing of the riech ahd By other
meand, which can %err eagily be done by reducing the prufitu.qnd
inoomes of the idle class. : |

Only in the Soviet Uniom, where.tha_wnrking_alaaa aina;anﬂ

gontrols %ot only ite industries and other means of production, Dub

/il

aleo the government, ihere is no unemployment; they are short u

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Hoover/doclist.ntm



Citation: Petition to Mayor and City Council, February 13, 1931. CF 130044. Comptroller Files,
1802-01, Seattle Municipal Archives.

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Hoover/doclist.ntm



Citation: Petition to Mayor and City Council, February 13, 1931. CF 130044. Comptroller Files,
1802-01, Seattle Municipal Archives.

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Hoover/doclist.ntm



