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2003Minutes

December 9, 2003

Meeting Minutes

City of Seattle, Board Room, 27th Floor

Key Tower, 700 5th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

Board Members Present:                           Excused:
Michael Daum                                              Jeff Techico
Mike Donlin

Shannan Frisbie

Damien Koemens

Dr. Mike Mullarkey
Ann Robinson
Richard Salway 
Harriet Wasserman

Absent:
Appeh Auta

Jason Bennett

Rob Jacobs

Staff:
David Keyes

Jill Novik

Tony Perez

Bill Schrier, CTO

1. Announcements, Agenda Approval; Review of Minutes:

Harriet announced that elections for CTTAB Chair and Vice Chair will be held at the next CTTAB meeting in January.

Dr. Mike Mullarkey indicated that he will be leaving CTTAB effective January.  Mike indicated that increased teaching responsibilities did not allow him to dedicate sufficient time to his work on CTTAB.  Mike promised to remain involved and follow the Board’s work.
The agenda for the meeting was unanimously approved

The November minutes were unanimously approved

2. Chief Technology Officer, Bill Schrier

Bill Schrier distributed his responses to the Council’s questions regarding the Chief Technology Officer nomination.  Bill mentioned that he intends to attend CTT meetings on a regular basis.  He would like CTTAB to let him know how DoIT can better serve Seattle citizens and help citizens communicate with government.  
He talked about efforts to move PAN, the City’s official website, to the next level by moving it from an information portal to one capable of transactions such as paying utility bills and B&O taxes on line.  He discussed a third level of development where PAN will be an engine for increased citizen interaction with City government.  
Bill also discussed the current budget situation and a recent court decision requiring the City to pay for street light maintenance out of general fund revenues. 

In response to Ann Robinson’s question about potential efficiencies if City and County IT departments were combined, Bill indicated that the City and County already cooperate in many ways to save money.  He cited the examples of the City and County aggregating their demand for wireless service to secure a very favorable contract with Cingular Wireless and cooperation on creating a seamless public safety radio network by purchasing the same equipment.
4. Community Technology: David discussed the goal to fund a project based on the democracy portal and that support civic engagement.  They will be working to define civic engagement within the context of the tech matching fund.  
5. Cable Office Report : Tony talked about the Comcast price increase.  The Cable Office was able to cancel a proposed increase in the basic cable rate from $12.30 to $13.00 to about 15,000 residents. However, the City has no authority to prevent increases to other rates such as expanded basic and digital.
Tony shared the details of the proposed agreement between King County and Comcast to extend Comcast’s franchise for an additional 5 years.  The agreement will be considered by the County Council on January 20.
Tony also mentioned that Comcast has sued the City because of the City’s requirement that Comcast pay the utility tax on revenues generated from the provision of cable modem service. A court date has been scheduled for February 2005.  
