
City of Seattle


Civil Service Commission

November 18, 2004 Minutes
 Approved December 15, 2004
Call to Order:
Commissioner Chair Casson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  The meeting was in Room 340 of the Arctic Building, 700 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98104. 

In Attendance:

Commissioner Chair Casson 
Commissioner John Cunningham

Commissioner Elizabeth Ford 
Glenda Graham-Walton, Executive Director

Teresa R. Jacobs, Administrative Staff Assistant
Gary Keese, Assistant City Attorney
1. Public Comment:  No one signed up to speak. 
2. Approval of October 20, 2004 Minutes: The Commission reviewed the October 20, 2004 minutes. Commissioner Ford moved to approve. Commissioner Cunningham noted a minor typographical error in the minutes and seconded the motion. The Commission approved the minutes as corrected and the Chair signed. 

3. Case Status Report: 
New Appeals to Be Reviewed and Assigned:   
Ingraham v. DoIT 
Ms. Graham-Walton updated the Commission on an appeal that was filed by a former City employee discharged during their probationary period. Ms. Graham-Walton reported to the Commission that the department followed the procedure for probationary discharge of an employee, as stated in the Personnel rules, and therefore the employee can not bring an appeal before the commission. 
Appeal Decisions: 

· Cunningham & Anderson v. Seattle Center-Department Motion to Reconsider Executive Session:  The Commission went into executive session at 1:10 p.m. the executive session ended at 1:20 p.m. The Commission denied the petition for motion to reconsider.
· Drucilla Hardee v. Department of Planning and Development:  Hearing Officer Jennifer Divine presided over the case and submitted a decision.  Commissioner Cunningham was the Reviewing Officer.  Commissioner Cunningham briefed the Commission on the issue and stated he found no basis to disagree with the Hearing Officer’s decision and moved to accept the decision.  Commissioner Ford seconded the motion. The motion passed.   


4.  Use of City Attorneys for Appeal-Recommendation to the Mayor?  At the October 20th Commission meeting several members of the public and representatives from the City Attorney’s office addressed the Commission regarding the use of City Attorney’s by departments when appellants are not represented by an attorney.  The Commission reviewed the transcript from the meeting and discussed the next steps regarding this issue.  The Commission will draft a letter to the City Attorney’s office, which will be signed by the Commissioner’s at the December 15th meeting. Commissioner Ford suggested researching the implications of CSC referring appellants to UW and Seattle University law students who are practicing in the area of employment law, and any possible CSC rule changes to include this, and to what extent can the CSC change it’s rules to make accommodations for a Pro Se when challenged with the departments representation by a City attorney in the appeal process. 
5. Appeals Filed by /sitting Commissioners:  The Commission discussed how it would handle appeals filed by sitting Commissioners.  The Commission will delegate the appeals to the Office of the Hearing Examiner or a Pro Tem will be appointed to sit in and hear the issue with the other two Commissioners. Ms. Graham-Walton will put in writing a procedure for future reference.  
6. Shared Equipment: Ms. Graham-Walton presented to the Commission an update on the use of equipment in the shared office space between the Civil Service Commission and Public Safety Civil Service Commission. 
7. Summit Budget:  Ms. Graham-Walton reported that the Commission is on target for the remainder of the year.  
5. 
8. Merit Leave-Executive Session:  The Commission went into Executive Session at 2:20 p.m.  The Executive Session ended at 2:25 p.m.  The Commission will award Ms. Graham-Walton with 6 days of Merit Leave for 2005.  The Commission will sign a letter at its December 15th meeting to submit to payroll.  Commissioner Cunningham will notify Personnel of the Commissions decision.   
9.  Adjournment:  Chair Casson adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted:        


Approved by:

/s/ Teresa R. Jacobs,
12/15/04

/s/ Ellis H. Casson, 12/15/04
________________________

________________________ 

Teresa R. Jacobs
     Date

Ellis H. Casson                Date

Administrative Staff Assistant


Chairperson
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