
Seattle Municipal Court 
Veterans Treatment Court

SMC VTC GOALS and OBJECTIVES:
The Veterans Treatment Court (VTC) is a voluntary court-monitored therapeutic treatment program that addresses the mental health and/or substance abuse issues of the veteran defendant.  The SMC VTC is collaboration between the Seattle Municipal Court, the Seattle City Attorney’s Office, the Associated Counsel for the Accused, the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs, and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.   Through the combination of structured support provided by the court, and health care and other social service resources provided by the Federal and State Departments of Veterans Affairs, the City expects to  see a reduction in recidivism and an increase in veterans accessing  needed services from the VA and community based providers.  
PROGRAM BENEFITS:
Defendants participating in VTC will receive assistance establishing and accessing VA benefits, which include:  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mental Health Treatment
· Chemical Dependency Treatment
· General Healthcare
· Housing 

ELIGIBILITY:
Veteran – A former member of the United States Armed Forces, who has been discharged either “Honorably” or “Generally” under honorable conditions with at least two years of active duty service.  Participants must be eligible for VA Health Care Services.  
Clinical Criteria – at least one of the following:
· Axis I diagnosis (as identified in the DSM-IV-TR)*.  
· Substance Use Disorder 
As well as:
· Nexus between diagnosis and charge
· Amenability – motivated to make lifestyle change
*Veterans with major mental illnesses may be deemed ineligible and more appropriately referred to MHC.  

SCREEN OUTS: 
Veteran status alone is insufficient to support entry into VTC.  Veterans may be deemed inappropriate for VTC based on diagnosis, eligibility for VA Healthcare, type of discharge, criminal history or overall demeanor.  
REFERRALS:
Requests to enter should be made in writing to the VTC Liaison, Bob Wilson, using the designated referral forms.   
PROGRAM:  
Pre-Entry - The court monitor will need to conduct an assessment of the defendant’s needs and eligibility for the program.  It may be necessary to set the case over with a condition of release to determine whether defendant has a qualifying diagnosis and the necessary benefits to access treatment.  If there are public safety concerns, the defendant will remain in custody until housing and treatment has been arranged.
Speedy Trial Waivers - A defendant who requests a hearing in the VTC must execute a speedy trial waiver.  
Opt-in Recommendations – VTC is not a diversion program but sentencing will be outside the City’s traditional sentencing guidelines.   The City will make an opt-in recommendation considering the facts of the case and the defendant’s criminal history.  The recommendation will take into consideration the demands of the program.  Recommendations may include dispositional continuances, deferred and suspended sentences.  DUI cases remain eligible but sentencing recommendations will be consistent with the state mandated sentencing guidelines.  
Conditions of Sentence – Probation in the VTC will be tailored to fit the needs of the defendant; however, standard conditions of sentence will include: 
· no criminal law violations, 
· abstain from alcohol, marijuana and non prescribed drugs,
· random UAs, 
· attend and complete treatment as recommended by the treatment provider, 
· regular court reviews, and 
· monitored probation through Municipal Probation Services.
Length – defendant must agree to 24 months jurisdiction on a plea or waive speedy trial to accommodate a 24 month probation period.  The court may consider early termination of active conditions at 18 months if defendant has maintained consistent compliance and completed treatment.  Early termination may also be requested if defendant has maintained consistent compliance for six months.  In no event will active probation be terminated earlier than one year.  
Reviews – VTC participants will be expected to appear for court in a timely manner and remain in the courtroom for the duration of the VTC calendar to lend support for their fellow participants.  
Sanctions:  As a therapeutic court, graduated sanctions will be utilized.  Sanctions may include journaling, court watch, peer support meetings, community service hours, work crew and jail.  The ultimate sanction will be termination from the program and imposition of jail.
DESIGNATED SMC VTC TEAM:
· Presiding Judge - Honorable Karen Donohue
· Court Monitor  -  Bob Wilson - MILSPEC
· Veteran’s Court Coordinator  - VJO Kevin Devine
· Probation – Tonya Kelsey  – SMC Probation Services
· Prosecutor -  Heather Aman – City Attorney’s Office
· Defense  -  Burns Petersen – Associated Counsel for the Accused
· Defense – Marcus Naylor – Northwest Defenders Association
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