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Seattle Municipal Court Hosts First Graduation for Veterans Treatment Court

[Seattle, Washington] - Seattle Municipal Court announces the first graduation for Veterans Treatment
Court, to be held April 2, 2013 at 3:00 pm. Both of the graduating defendants entered the specialty
court program in October, 2011 and will be the first graduates of a Veterans Court in King County. Mr.
Gregory Rosell served honorably in the U.S. Navy and Mr. Lawrence Wong served honorably in the U.S.
Marines. Both men were on active duty during the Viethnam War.

The Seattle Veterans Treatment Court at Seattle Municipal Court is modeled on similar programs across
the country. Working with the Veterans Administration, the court follows a therapeutic approach that
addresses the mental health and/or substance abuse issues of the veteran defendant. The court
provides structure to the veteran through regularly scheduled hearings and monitoring by the probation
department in coordination with the Veterans Administration.

Assistant City Attorney Jennifer Grant, the city’s supervising attorney for Seattle Municipal Court
specialty courts, stated, “These two gentlemen have been dedicated to the program and are great
examples of how a specialty court can provide the right level of intervention and oversight.” Burns
Petersen, Attorney with the Associated Counsel for the Accused said, “These two men should be very
proud of their success in the Veterans Treatment Court as they both worked hard to meet their
responsibilities.”

Judge Fred Bonner, also a veteran, who was instrumental in the formation of the court and was
Presiding Judge when the court was launched, will conduct the graduation ceremony. Current Veterans
Treatment Court Judge Karen Donohue will also be present at the short program commemorating the
achievements of these veteran men.

The public and media are invited to stop by Courtroom 1003 at Seattle Municipal Court at 3:00pm.

Information and eligibility requirements for this program are available at
www.seattleveteranstreatmentcourt.org.

About Seattle Municipal Court
The Municipal Court of Seattle processes more cases than any other municipal court in the State of

Washington with seven elected Judges and six appointed Magistrates. The Court adjudicates all



misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor crimes, infractions, and civil violations authorized under the
Seattle Municipal Code and certain Revised Code of Washington Statutes.
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