























« The structure’s width would cover more area along the waterfront and reduce opportunities
for public open space.

e The cost for this option is higher than for other structure options, including high initial
construction costs as well as higher long-term maintenance costs due to its steel construction.

e The large tower foundations would substantially impact underground utility relocations.

When considering a cable-stayed bridge over Elliott Bay, we found several issues that we
consider to be difficult to overcome. These include:

e The foundations alone would be the equivalent of two 60-story buildings underwater. It
would be extremely difficult to obtain environmental permits, as the plan would entail
significant impacts to the fish and wildlife, including endangered species that live in Elliott
Bay.

o The 800- foot tall towers would be almost as high as the 76-story Columbia Center, 200 feet
taller than the Space Needle, and 100 feet taller than the towers of the Golden Gate Bridge.

o Because of this plan’s wide ‘footprint’ on the waterfront and across Puget Sound, it would
unnecessarily displace businesses; encroach into port, railroad, and other existing land uses;
and impede navigation of container ships, cruise ships, ferries, and airplanes.

o Construction will still be necessary to fix the seawall, and to relocate utilities under or near
the viaduct. We will also need large areas for construction vehicles and staging regardless of
the exact project location.

If you have any other questions or would like additional information about the cable stay bridges
we have previously studied, please call me at 206.382.5250.

Sincerely,
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Ron Paananen, Program Director

cC: David Dye, Washington State Departiment of Transportation
Harold Taniguchi, King County Department of Transportation
Grace Crunican, Seattle Department of Transportation






