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February 4, 2000

Loyal Heights was 
identified by Parks 
staff for field 
replacement with 
synthetic turf, citing 
wavering use due to 
poor field condition 
and anticipating  
doubling programming 
capacity with synthetic 
turf and estimated 
cost at $1.786 M. 

August  4, 2000

Loyal Heights was included in Planning Level Cost Estimates in the first draft 
of JAFDP update with scope: “convert field surface to synthetic”, backstops 
and goals.  Estimated budget: $2.204M. The Loyal Heights Playfield 
Improvements project was included in subsequent drafts of the JAFDP 
issued in April, May, and June, 2001.  All cite conversion to synthetic 
surface.

Aug. –Oct., 2001

Parks conducted Citywide 
public process for JAFDP 
update.  Included 3 public 
workshops (Bitter Lake, Miller, 
and Jefferson Comm. Ctrs.).

October 2002

City Council did not 
adopt JAFDP update.  
Alternatively, they 
passed CR 30530 
which called for “a 
thorough public 
involvement process 
for specific 
improvements that 
increase the playing 
capacity of athletic 
fields.”

December 2002
Parks published 
JAFDP 2002 
Update listing Loyal 
Heights Playfield as 
a funded project 
with JAFDP 
improvements 
including convert 
field surface to 
synthetic, and 
replace field lights, 
backstops and 
goals.

The document 
indicated that Parks 
would conduct a 
public involvement 
process to 
determine the final 
scope and any
mitigation 
measures.

July – Nov.,  2000

Citizens reviewed and 
voted on ProParks 
Levy.

July 10, 2000 City 
Council Resolution 
30185 describes Loyal 
Heights project as 
“upgrade and improve 
play surfaces and field 
amenities. $2.062M” 
Parks later described 
this wording as an error 
in an October 2006 
letter from Park Board 
to Mayor. November 
2000, Seattle voters 
approved $198.2M levy 
lid lift .

March 1, 2005     
First Community Open 
House. Parks flyer did 
not mention synthetic 
turf. Parks meeting notes 
indicated that the field 
conversion to synthetic 
was approved by the 
City Council in 2002 
JAFDP.

December 2002 – March 2005

No formal communication between Parks and 
Loyal Heights neighbors regarding the 

playfield improvement project.

March – June, 2005 
Parks held community 
meetings on 3/1, 4/26, 
6/14 and Project 
AdvisoryTeam (PAT) 
mtgs. 6/1, 6/13, 6/22 to 
discuss playfield 
improvements.  

July-August, 2005  Board of Park 
Commissioners conducted public 
process:

7/14 Public Hearing – Parks staff 
described community mtgs as 
contentious.  Public testimony  was 
primarily opposed to  artificial turf. A 
decision agenda was prepared by Parks 
staff.

7/28 Park Board voted (3-1) to support 
staff recommendation to convert field to 
synthetic.

8/3 City Council Parks, Neighborhoods, 
and Education Committee urged Parks 
to reconsider conversion to artificial turf.

8/12 Supt. Bounds upheld planned 
renovation and announced funding for 
new lights. 

March, 2005 – present. Some Loyal Heights neighbors organized in opposition to 
artificial turf and share information on NoPlasticGrass.com. 

October 2, 2005    Parks completed Environmental 
Checklist and issued a Determination of Non- 
Significance (DNS) citing no probable significant 
adverse impact.  

December 2005 – May 
2006   Hearing Examiner 
Process 

Four community members 
challenged DNS. 3 traffic 
studies were considered. 
Hearing Examiner 
affirmed DNS with certain  
limits on construction 
activities and high 
attendance events.

October – December, 2005    
City Council Budget Process     
10/19/05 Issue introduced at 
Budget Committee.
11/03/05 Discussion at Budget 
Committee.
11/10/05 Park Bd learned that 
CM Della rescinded his 
proposal to cut Levy funding 
for Loyal Hts.

June 19, 2000 

City Council 
Resolution 30181 
adopted the Seattle 
Park and Recreation 
Plan 2000, which 
directed Parks to 
consider artificial turf 
for Loyal Heights.
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