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Kitchen Catcher Giveaway  
September 28, 2013
Seattle Public Utilities, BASF and the Seattle Mariners will 
be giving away free Felix Hernandez Special Collector’s 
Edition Kitchen Compost Catchers to the first 8,000 
fans who come see the M’s take on the Oakland A’s 
on September 28. Each catcher comes with a pack of 
EcoSafe compostable bags, making it easy to collect your 

leftover food scraps and carry them to your 
food and yard waste cart. 

Seattle fans hit a home run for the 
environment last year by diverting more than 2 million pounds of 
waste away from local landfills through recycling and composting at 

Safeco Field. 

Tips and Programs for Seattle Residents
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Composting 
Pays Off 
It’s that time of year! 
Time to win prizes, recycle 
food scraps and get 
compost during our fall 
compost celebration! Visit 
www.cgcompost.com 
between September 14–
October 31 and you could 
win some great stuff, like 
delicious free food for 
YOU, or delicious free 
compost for your yard!

Buy 2, Get 1 
Free Bag of 
Cedar Grove 
Compost
Grab your coupon—good 
until October 31, 2013— 
at www.cgcompost.com.

Fall is the most important 
season of the year for 
improving your soil, so 
claim your coupon today 
to get gardening!

Last year, Seattle diverted 
more than 125,000 
tons of food and yard 
waste from the landfill 
by composting.

Our FREE Auto Leaks Class  
is now offered at four locations throughout 

the year. This class lets you know if you have a 

leak and prepares you to have a conversation 

with your mechanic about any repairs. It’s a 

$125 value! Choose from these locations and 

upcoming dates.  
•	 South Seattle Community College: Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16, Dec. 14

•	 West Seattle High School Automotive Center: Oct. 5, 19; Nov. 2

•	 Shoreline Community College: Sept. 19, 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24; Nov. 7, 14, 21;  

Dec. 5, 12, 19

•	 Renton Technical College: Sept 21; Oct. 5, 19; Nov. 2, 16; Dec. 7

REGISTER TODAY:  www.fixcarleaks.org

Replacing inefficient incandescent lighting with energy-efficient light 
bulbs is one of the easiest things you can do to save electricity and 
money.  Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) and light-emitting diode 
(LED) light bulbs use about 80% less electricity to produce the same 
amount of light as an incandescent, and can last as long as 25 years.  

Because they contain trace amounts of mercury, CFLs must be disposed 
of at special collection sites.  Visit takeitbacknetwork.com for a list of 
convenient locations where you can recycle your CFLs.  

From September to November, Seattle Public Utilities and Seattle City 
Light will have special CFL recycling events at stores throughout Seattle.  
Bring in your old CFL to receive a free ENERGY STAR® CFL (Limit 5) and 
speak with an expert about discounted LED lighting.  

For CFL Recycle & Save dates, times and locations, call (206) 684-3800 
or visit seattle.gov/twistandsave.  

CFL Recycle & $ave

Recycling Guidelines Inside!



Cooler temperatures but still-warm soil  
make fall an ideal time to garden. 

Plant Now. Plants will be better able to  
handle the dry conditions next year, though  
all new plants need regular water their first couple of years. 
Remember “Right Plant, Right Place” when you go plant shopping!

Weed and Mulch. After your fall clean-up and weeding, add 
mulch to maintain a 2-3 inch layer on your soil surface. Arborist 
wood chips work best around woody plants and trees, while fall 
leaves or compost should go around perennials.                    

Lawn Care. If needed, dethatch, overseed and/or topdress 
now.  If you fertilize, use an organic or slow-release product.  
An occasional deep watering may be fine until the rains begin.  

Get Inspired and Learn. Find free Savvy Gardener classes  
at savingwater.org/savvygardenerclasses.htm.

Contact the Garden Hotline for free answers to your 
gardening questions! (206) 633-0224 or gardenhotline.org. 
Visit savingwater.org for more about environmentally-friendly 
lawn and garden care.

Prevent 
Flooding 
Adopt 
Your Drain
Don’t let rains flood your 
street. Help clear your local 
storm drain of leaves and 
other debris by adopting it.

Every autumn Seattle Public 
Utilities faces a big job 
keeping storm drains clear—
there are more than 36,000 of 
them around the city! 

Remember to clear your drain 
only if it is safe. Always rake 
from the sidewalk and if the 
drain is clogged after you’ve 
removed the debris, call our 
drainage problem hotline 
at (206) 386-1800 to report 
it. Any compostable waste 
can be put in your food and 
yard cart.

Learn more at  
seattle.gov/util/adoptadrain. 

Food composting 
is thriving at many 
buildings and some 
are saving money by 
improving recycling, 
too. Most properties 
provide a food waste cart 
for residents but some 
are hard to find! If your 
building’s cart is a mystery, 
ask your manager. City 
law requires making a cart 
available for residents. Call 
SPU at (206) 684-7665 
for assistance.
To keep garbage out of 
your building’s recycling 
or composting carts, 
order free posters, 
flyers and labels at 
www.seattle.gov/util/
recyclingeducation 
or request an order 
form by voice message 
at (206) 684‑8717, 
press #2.  You can also 
request assistance at that 
phone number.

STOP 
C a t a l o g s  
and Junk Mail

The average American 
receives 41 pounds of 
junk mail every year.  

Want a hassle-free holiday 
season? Just go to  
www.seattle.gov/ 
stopjunkmail, click on 
the big green button and 
then sign up with Catalog 
Choice, a company that 
provides FREE junk mail 
opt-out services for Seattle 
residents and businesses.

Each time you’re bugged 
by unwanted advertising 
mail, just go to the site, 
enter the company name 
and stop that junk mail.

You’ll save paper, save 
energy, stop waste and 
feel a whole lot better.

Seattle Public Utilities 

will be seeking your 

opinion and feedback 

starting mid-October as we 

develop a plan to provide 

efficient and forward-looking 

utility services that keep 

Seattle the best place to 

live. This plan will guide our 

investments, services and 

rates through 2020. To learn 

more go to our home page 

and look under “SPU in 2020.”  

www.seattle.gov/util/ 

The Seattle City Council and 

the Mayor of Seattle asked 

Seattle Public Utilities to 

develop this plan, which is to 

be completed in 2014. Public 

input is a key component of 

the plan development.
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